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A LUXURY COACH... 


JUDGE IT FOR YOURSELF 


Mercedes Benz OM442 V8 290 bhp rear mounted disel engine. 

Mercedes Benz Front Axle type VO 4/13 DL-7 RL 

Mercedes Benz Rear Axle type 4/0! DLIO. 

Mercedes Benz power steering. 

ZF S690 6 speed synchromesh gearbox. 

Full Air Suspension with six shock absorbers and ferry lift capability. Enconocruise Top 
Speed Limiter. 

Low Engine Coolant Level Warning Device. 


53 reclining seats with folding armrests, ashtrays, adjustable footrests, grabhandles, 
magazine nets and headrest covers. Seat Spacing channels. Courier seat. Fully adjustable 
drivers seat. 


Driver and courier fans. Tinted, double glazed side windows, with full draw curtains. 
Sunblinds for windscreen and drivers window. 

Full soft trim to roof, parcel rack and side casings. Matching moquette panel to roof centre. 
Parcel racks with individually adjustable forced air ventilation and reading lights. 


Overhead rack heating. Two sliding roof hatches. Tw saloon extractor fans. Saloon digital 
clock. 


Hinged drivers door fitted with sliding window and drivers wardrobe. Heated rear view 
external mirrors. Blaupunkt stereo radio cassette player plus PA system with two 
microphones and 27 loudspeakers. Ducted underfloor saloon heaters. Webasto water 
heater with digital timer control. Plug type power entrance door with peage window. Split 
laminated front windscreen. Body insulation to roof, sides and floor. Maximum luggage 
storage compartment fully illuminated. 


Two fog lamps front and rear together with rear reversing lights. Stainless steel wheel trims. 
Extra direction indicators on body sides. Temp 100 specification. 


Ensi nous Arterial Road (A13), Purfleet, Essex RM16 1TB 
g Telephone: (0708) 865656 Fax: (0708) 865201 


1985 (B) FIAT 60.10 

1984 (B) MERCEDES 608D 
1982 (X) FORD R1114 

1982 (X) FORD R1014 

1980 (V) MERCEDES 508D 
1980 (V) AEC 760 ZF 

1979 (T) AEC 760 ZF 

1979 (T) DAF MB200 DKTL 
1978 (S) BEDFORD YMT 
1976 (P) LEYLAND LEOPARD 
1976 (P) LEYLAND LEOPARD 
1976 (R) BEDFORD YMT 


Solwcudo*t Cesatunc’ 


BARGAIN CLEARANCE SALE 


ANY REASONABLE OFFER ACCEPTED 
PRICES FROM £2,500 


— Caetano Beja 

— Reeve Burgess 

— Plaxton Supreme V 
— Duple Dominant 
— Reeve Burgess 

— Van Hool Aragon 
— Duple Dominant 
— Plaxton Supreme 
— Duple Dominant 
— Duple Dominant 
— Duple Dominant 
— Plaxton Supreme 


18 seats 
19 seats 
49 seats 
42 recliners 
18 seats 
53 seats 
53 seats 
53 seats 
53 seats 
53 seats 
51 seats 
53 seats 


Salvador Caetano (UK) Ltd 


Mill Lane, Heather, Leicestershire 
Tel: (0530) 63333 Fax: (0530) 63379 | 


The year quoted denotes the year of first registration not necessarily the year of manufacture. 


LEYLAND 1987 TIGER 260 DUPLE 320 12M, 
49 reclining seats trimmed in Grey moquette, 
power door, courier seat, toilet, servery, 
suspension raise system and finished all white. 
CHOICE OF THREE. 


LEYLAND 1984 TIGER 245 PLAXTON 
PARAMOUNT 3500 12M, 50 recliners, courier, 
power entrance door, double glazing, brown 
stripe moquette, white/red/grey. 


LEYLAND 1982 TIGER 218 PLAXTON 
VIEWMASTER GT 12M, 50 recliners, Red 
moquette, power operated entrance door, 
TELMA retarder, Tiger 245 engine, red/white/ 
blue. 


BOVA 1985 FUTURA FHD 12.280 Integral 
12M, 49/53 recliners, centre sunken 
demountable toilet, coffee machine, 
refrigerator, Red moquette, white/duo red 
reliefs. 


BOVA 1984 FUTURA FHD 12.280 Integral 
12M, 49 recliners, Red moquette, centre 
sunken toilet, courier seat, driver’s berth, 
Webasto, continental door, TELMA, 


Econocruise, suspension raise, white/red 
black. 


BOVA 1983 EUROPA II Integral 12M, 49 
seater, red moquette (44 recliners + 5 fixed), 
power door, courier seat, curtains, toilet, 
continental door, TELMA, Webasto, driver's 
fan, all white. 


FORD 1983 R1114 DUPLE DOMINANT IV, 
53 str., Red moquette, white/red. 


VOLVO 1987 B10M PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 
3200 12M53 recliners, tinted side windows, 
TELMA retarder, autumn tint moquette, 
cream/orange/brown. 


VOLVO 1984 (OCTOBER) B10M BERKHOF 
ESPIRITE HIGH-LINE 12M, 53 recliners, 
courier, curtains, power entrance door, 
Webasto heating, Red moquette, all white. 


VOLVO 1982 B10M PLAXTON SUPREME 
12M, 51 recliners, Brown moquette, power 
door, curtains, tinted glass, Webasto, TELMA, 
Auto-Lube, soft trim, continental door, 
cream/blue/ orange. 


USED 


UALITY 
OACHES 


VOLVO 1982 B58 DUPLE DOMINANT IV 
12M, 53 recliners, Brown moquette, tinted 
double glazed side windows, curtains, TELMA 


retarder, air/leaf suspension, automatic 
chassis lubrication system, cream with 
brown/grey reliefs. 

VOLVO 1981 B58 PLAXTON SUPREME 12M, 
57 str., Red moquette, side lockers, red/white/ 
blue. 

VOLVO 1981 B58 DUPLE DOMINANT II 12M, 
48 recliners, Red moquette, rear n/s saloon 
toilet, rear servery, curtains, all white. 
BEDFORD 1986 YNV DUPLE 320 12M, 57 
str., power door, Grey/yellow moquette, tinted 
glass, cream/red. 


Moseley Group of Companies, Derby Road, 


Loughborough, Leics. LE11 OAH. 
Telex: 341327 Telefax: (0509) 610814 
SCOTLAND (0236) 22445 


HEAD OFFICE 
(0509) 213232 


SCANIA 1988 K112 VAN HOOL ALIZEE-SH 
12M, 49 recliners, centre sunken toilet, full 
executive specification, Brown moquette, 
white/blue/orange. 


SCANIA 1984 (AUGUST) K112 
JONCKHEERE JUBILEE P599 12M, 

51 recliners, Grey/orange moquette, centre 
sunken toilet, driver's berth, TELMA retarder, 
wiring TV./video, water boiler, power entrance 
door, white with primrose/brown reliefs. 


DAF 1987 (NOVEMBER) DKFL CAETANO 
ALGARVE 12M, 53 recliners, Autumn tint 
moquette, power door, courier seat, curtains 
continental door, yellow/brown/orange. 


DAF 1987 DKVL PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 
3500, 51 recliners, Beige/orange/red moquette, 
rear sunken toilet, continental door, drinks 
machine, courier seat, curtains, tinted side 
windows, TELMA retarder, white/blue/orange. 


DAF 1984 MB200 DKFL CAETANO 
ALGARVE 12M. fitted 49 recliners, 
Grey/orange moquette, power door, courier 
seat, curtains, toilet, TV. wired for video, 
carpet, water boiler, duo red/white. 


DAF 1984 SB2300 DHS JONCKHEERE 
JUBILEE P50 12M, 49 recliners, red/grey 
moquette, toilet at o/s rear, continental door, 
berth, tinted glass, power door, TV. + video, 
drinks machine, twin fuel tanks, cream/orange. 


DAF 1983 DKFL PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 
3200 12M, 51 recliners, Autumn tint moquette, 
power door, double glazing, curtains, courier 
seat, continental door, Webasto, TELMA 
retarder, white/green/black. CHOICE OF TWO. 


DAF 1982 DKTL JONCKHEERE BERMUDA 
12M, 49 recliners, Brown moquette, rear 
sunken toilet, video, water boiler, yellow/red. 
DAF 1982 DKTL PLAXTON SUPREME 12M, 
49 recliners, Red moquette, toilet at rear, 
white/red/black. 

DAF 1981 (AUGUST) DKTL DUPLE 
DOMINANT IV 12M, 52 recliners, Red 
moquette, rear toilet, courier seat, coffee 
machine, wiring TV./video, all white. 


2 1986 Neoplan Skyliners, 77 seats, Mercs V10 engine, 6 speed ZF gearbox, toilet, 
drinks machine, fridge, radio/PA, new MoT. 

1984 Neoplan Skyliner, Mercs V10 engined, ZF automatic gearbox, 71 recliners, 
Rapide specification, 12 months’ MoT, stock No. 9025 

1982/3/4 Neoplan Skyliner, 71-75 seats, Mercs V10 engine, 6 speed ZF gear- 
box, toilet, fridge, radio/PA, drinks machine. Stock Nos. 9017 to 9023 


1987 Volvo B10M Plaxton Paramount 3500, 49/53 Recliners, O/S rear continen- 
tal, 1 door, O/S rear sunken toilet, retarder, TV/video, drinks machine, red cur- 
tains, choice of two. 

1980 VOLVO B58 Air/Leaf 12 metre Dominant, 53 seats, 48 recliners, 5 fixed, au- 
tomatic gearbox, power door, tinted windows, curtains, side lockers, MoT Dec 
1990. No. 0012 

1983 VOLVO B10M Jonckheere P599, 49 recliners, Telma, coffee machine, MoT 
Nov 1990. 

1980 VOLVO B58 11 metre, 51 seats, Alpha power door, Telma, white livery, red 
moquette and MoT, Nov 90. 

1979 VOLVO B58 12 metre, 57 seats (re-moquetted) Alpha power door, side 
lockers, livery white and MoT Feb 91. 


1983 MAN VAN HOOL Astron, twin deck, ZF automatic gearbox, 60 seats, (49 top 
deck, 11 lower deck), toilet, drinks, driver's bunk, 3 TV monitors/Video, radio PA 
cassette, courier seat, Rollo blinds, wheel disks, autumn tint moquette, livery 
white. 

1982 SR 280, 47 recliners, Sutrak air conditioning, 6 speed gearbox, o/s centre 
power door, o/s centre sunken toilet, driver's bunk, fridge, drinks machine, 
tinted double glazed windows, Rollo blinds, courier seat, Webasto and timer, seat 
back nets, headrest covers, wheel discs, driver's locker. Stock No. 0008 


1980 Ford R1114 Duple Dominant Express, 53 seats red mogq, livery white/blue. 
Stock No. M9008. 


1979 Ford R1114 Duple Dominant Express, 53 seats, Bristol dome, grey/blue 
mogq, livery blue. Stock No. M9007. 


1981 Bedford YNT 53 seater Plaxton, side lockers, autumn tint moquette, livery 
white blue/yellow stripes. Stock No. M9014. 


1980 Bedford PJK, 29 seater, Duple Dom SOLD... white. Stock No. 0007. 
1979 Bedford YMT, 53 seater Plaxton, red/cream ext, red moq. Stock No. M9036. 
1976 Bedford YMT, 53 seater Plaxton Express, radio, white/red livery, red mo- 
quette. 

1974 Bedford YRT Duple Dominant, 53 seater, power door, red mog, livery white. 
Stock No. M9002 

1973 Bedford YRT Duple Dominant, 53 seater, power door, red mogq, livery white. 
Stock No. M9001. 


1982 Leyland Leopard 12 metre Dominant, 51 reclining seats, double glazed, 
Telma, radio/PA, Bristol dome. MoT Feb 1991. Stock No. 9033. 

1981 Leyland Leopard Duple Dominant, 53 seats, red moquette, livery white, new 
MoT. Stock No. M9012. 

1977 Leyland Leopard, 11 metre Plaxton Viewmaster, 41 recliners, toilet, power 
door, orange curtains. Stock No. 0003. 

1976 Leyland Leopard 11 metre, 49 seat Plaxton X’press. 5 speed, semi-auto, side 
lockers. Stock No. M0001. 


AT JUNCTION 1.M18 
ROTHERHAM 
South Yorkshire 


ALL ROADS 


JUST A FEW EXAMPLES 


Nov 88 DENNIS JAVELIN 12 METRE (AIR SUSPENSION) 
DUPLE 320, 51 reclining seats, power door, o/s sunken 
toilet, continental door, rollo blinds, curtains, TV, centre 
gangway carpet, lifting device, radio, PA stereo, (1 with 


SB 
armrests, 1 with drink machine), MoT January 1991. Stock 
THE BUS & COACH MART INO INSCO AD Saree tiers. Ei . , TeEsee Mav asoronsvoatagec eauseereiateconc seats £64,500 
1985 SCANIA K112 JONCKHEERE P50, 49 recliners, o/s 


THE SMART NEW WAY TO SELL YOUR PSV sunken toilet, o/s centre continental door, drivers bunk, cof- 
Want to sell your used bus, coach or minibus ? fee machine, tinted windows, rollo blinds, MoT 1991. Choice 
Then bring It to the BUS & COACH MART, of two. Stock|Nos: MTOT Be Mi TOZ saat ters eldaticcctcrtees tener £46,500 


and we will sell it for you. 
se 1984 SCANIA K112 JONCKHEERE P50, 49 recliners, o/s 


sunken toilet, o/s centre continental door, drivers bunk, cof- 


HA small up-front registration fee fee machine, tinted windows, rollo blinds, MoT 1991. Choice 
covers up to 4 weeks display, of two: Stock’ Nos: Mil04e M105: oaeee......2..2.......c0...0 £41,500 


parking, publicity and insurance. 
1983 DAF MB200 DKFL PLAXTON 3200 EXPRESS, 53 seats, 


The Advantages ? 


You fix your own price 

No dealer mark-up 

No individual advertising costs 
No storage problems @ Only a nominal weekly charge is 
No middle man 


No worries, no haggle, no hassle 


Interested ? Want to know more ? 


Write for details, or ring 


Bill Povey 

Sales Director 

The Bus & Coach Mart 
Carlton PSV Sales Ltd 
Sandbeck Way 
Hellaby 

Rotherham 

South Yorkshire 

$66 8QL 


Telephone 0709 700600 
Fax 0709 700007 
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« or complete this coupon 


payable if the vehicle remains 
unsold after 3 weeks. 

A fixed-rate commission ( between 
5%- 10% of selling price ), payable 
only when vehicle is sold. 


to The Bus & Coach Mart 

Carlton PSV Sales Ltd, Sandbeck Way, Hellaby 
Rotherham, South Yorkshire, S66 8QL 
please send me details of how 
the Bus & Coach Mart works 


Name 


Telephone 


ZF automatic gearbox, PA, MoT 30/3/91. Choice of 4. Stock 
No. M006 £33,000 


1982 LEYLAND TIGER 218, 12 metre Plaxton V 53 recliners, 
Telma Eberspacher, mid blue, red moquette MoT Feb 1991. 
SHOCK NOMNMOON Mee. 22 ....2..aeeee eee near ene £25,950 
1987 METRORIDER, 25 seats, automatic gearbox, Cummins 
engine, power door, destination dome, driver's fan, wheel 
trims, red interior, MoT 24 July 1990. Stock No. M107. £24,500 
1980 BEDFORD PJK, 29 seater Plaxton Supreme, 
remoquetted seats, curtains, MoT December 1990. Stock No. 
NOG VSR RENE SIRES, SR rep ae eee Rt ae ee pa tee eR £5,450 
1986 BEDFORD DORMOBILE, 12 seater petrol moquette 
LSeats Stock, Nog MOOS. scnndians:0n.i080s eee snoe opie eo Rea sesasaad £4,750 


STUART JOHNSON 


For details of current stock, 
_ TONY CLAYTON (COACHES) 
contact: PETER CRAWFORD (BUSES) 


Stuart Johnson Ltd, Bus & Coaches Centre, Claylands Avenue, 
Worksop, Notts. S81 7DJ. Tel: 0909 500822. Fax: 0909 500165 


EEE 
- ECONOMIC - DEVELOPMENT - DEPARTMENT - 
DS 


Na li@icns ae 
yA pe 
ne , PUT DUDLEY ON YOUR 
MAP FOR 1990 as 


Chances are Dudley doesn’t automatically 
spring to mind if you're a tour operator or event 
manager. = 

Well, it should! : 

For a start, Dudley is situated in the West 
Midlands, at the heart of the rail and road network, 
so getting there couldn't be easier. 

Once there, you'll discover the exciting choice i 
of attractions that Dudley has to offer. 

There's a medieval castle, a world famous 
Zoo, narrow boat canal trips through limestone 
caverns and visitors can even step back in time to 
stroll down a working Victorian street. Or visit the 
new Geochrom to see exotic plants, birds and 
reptiles in a natural setting. 

Put Dudley in your diary. Its the place to see. 


Black Country World 
— For explorers of all ages — 


Phase 1 now complete 


DUDLEY 7 St James's Road, Dudley, West Midlands DY1 1HP Tel: 0384 453780 
Metropolitan Borough 


4 Coachmart May 31, 1990 


CONTENTS 


Coachmart 


ISSUE 590 


Coachmart is published by EMAP 
Response Publishing Ltd, Wentworth 
House, Wentworth Street, 
Peterborough PE1 1DS. Telephone 
0733 63100. Classified Advertising 
0733-898111 Fax 0733 62656. Telex 
32157. ISSN 0953-8240 


EDITORIAL 


Editor - Alan Millar 

news editor - Mark Williams 

staff writers - Rod Davey, MCIT 
Mike Morgan. 


|Group Display Sales Manager - 
‘lain Blackhall; 

|Group Classified Sales Manager - 
|Stephen Skinner; 

|Deputy Group Classified Manager - 
|Paula Clutterbuck; 

‘classified sales executives- 

|Sue Jones, Iris Rootham, 

Sally Wright, Paul Murtagh; 
classified advertisement production- 
Wyn Harrison; 

display advertisement production - 
Nicky Curd; 

|magazine secretary - Leanne Barnett; 
Group marketing manager - 

|\Sarah Ramsden; 

|Publishing Director - lan Griffin 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


|Subscriptions inquiries- 

Joanne Reed. 

Coachmart is only available by pre- 
|paid subscription. Domestic 
subscription rate is £45 per year, and 
Europe (including Irish Republic) £75 
per year. Worldwide air mail rate is 
£100 per year. All rates include 
postage. 

Contributions should be sent to The 
Editor, Coachmart, Wentworth House, 
Wentworth Street, Peterborough PE1 
1DS. 

|The Editor cannot accept responsibility 
|for claims and statements by authors 


CONTRIBUTIONS 

and manutacturers whose views do 
not necessarily represent those of the 
publisher, or for any mistakes or 
misprints, although every care is taken 
|to ensure accuracy. 


| Typesetting and colour origination: 
Meridian Media Services Ltd, Orton 
Southgate, Peterborough. 

Printing: Gibbons Barford 
Print,Willenhall, West Midlands. 


MEMBER OF THE AUDIT 
BUREAU OF CIRCULATIONS 


© EMAP Response Publishing 1990 


May 31, 1990 


INSIDE THIS WEEK 


News 6 


Drivers ignore London coach park; Northern Bus 
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NEWS 


Drivers ignore new 
London coach park 


NEW 30-coach all-day 

parking facility behind 
Paddington Station in London has 
left its owners wondering why it 
has few takers. 

Car Park Management Ltd 
provided the 30 spaces in response 
to the London coach parking crisis. 
But since the spaces have been 
provided, the park has been less 
than a tenth full for much of the 
day. 

“We are a car parking company 
first and foremost,’ said managing 
director Bruce Giddy. “We are very 
pleased to offer coach parking. It is 
not as profitable as car parking, but 
we did expect more vehicles. 

‘At the moment, there’s not 
sufficient pressure on the coach 
park to make it work. Unless street 
parking is tightened up, it might be 
difficult to persuade drivers to use 
ig 

Giddy says the £10 a day charge | 
- cars pay £7 - merely keeps his 
company in line with the 
diminishing NCP coach parks, and 


Clamped driver is hopping mad 


OACH operator Leighton 

Price was hopping mad when 
he left his coach parked on a bay in 
London for 12 minutes and got 
back to find it was clamped. 

He’d left the coach for a few 
minutes while he popped to the 
Diamond Centre in Hanover Street 
to find out the length of the tour his 
clients were enjoying. But though 
the clampers moved in within 
minutes, it was 2.5 hours after he’d 
paid before they unclamped his 
coach. 

‘There were some French lorries 
on the bays, and they didn’t get 
clamped. When I asked the 


IMPERIAL 


No stopping, yet coaches ignore 
new parking spaces. 


that coach companies won't pay 
more than that: ‘We are only getting 
two or three coaches a day,” he says. 

Giddy admitted that his 
| company’s knowledge of coach 
parking requirements is scant, but 
said he’d been negotiating both 
with the Police and the Bus and 
Coach Council to find out more, 
and provide the right service. 

‘But it looks as if drivers are 
happy to park their vehicles 
illegally in a quiet street 
somewhere rather than use a coach 


clampers why, they were very 
rude,” said Price. 

“When I went to pay, they 
wouldn’t take a business cheque, 
and I had to get another bloke to 
pay for me, and give him the 
cheque. My passengers were very 
upset.” 

Price claims the meters were 
covered, but the notices saying the 

| parking was suspended were 

| covered by scaffolding. The coach 
wasn’t causing any obstruction and, 
anyway, if it was, clamping it 
would make it worse. I could 
understand a parking fine but this is 
ridiculous.” 


PAY LESS 


WE'RE HERE TO SOLVE YOUR PROBLEMS 

- FERRY/HOTEL PACKAGES TO SUIT YOUR BUDGET. 

PHONE IMPERIAL TRAVEL NOW ON (0242) 227268 

(J 4 STAR WEEKENDS IN HOLLAND FROM £59! 

(J MOSELLE & RHINE PACKAGES! 

PERDEALS TO PARIS! - ONE NIGHT + FERRY FROM ON 
C7 AUSTRIAN TYROL - VIENNA! 

ITALY, YUGOSLAVIA, SPAIN, BELGIUM AND THE U: 


__ LATE BULBFIELDS AVAILABILITY APRIL - MAY 
EASE YOUR PROFITS - SAVE TIM 
PHONE 


IMPERIAL TRAVEL, 4 TRAFALGAR STRE 
GLOS. GL50 1UH TEL: (0242)227268 FAX:(0242) 226381, 


park, or drive out of town and 
park,” said Giddy. 

He told Coachmart that his 
company was thinking of providing 
a coach park at a site just over 
Westminster Bridge in Lambeth, 
but that he has been left wondering 
what is required to attract 
customers. 

@ The Car Park Management 
coach park is in North Wharf Road, 
north of Paddington off Bishop’s 
Bridge Road. Barlby Road and 
Thorney Street coach parks are 
now closed. 


Offer of a 


lifetime 


EATES is making what it 
says is a ‘never to be 
repeated’ special offer on the last 

Mercedes-Benz 0.303 integral 
coaches it has in stock. 

Sales director Tony Harvey told 
Coachmart that seven O.303s are in 
stock, a legacy from the Mercedes 
franchise having been held by the 
old Yeates company before VL 
Bus and Coach bought the 
dealership in March. ‘We are 
looking to market our way out of 
them,’ he said. 

Six high-floor RHD models, 
with 49 reclining seats, double- 
glazing, sunken toilet, crew 
compartment, Webasto heaters, 
fridge, power operated centre 
Continental door and side blinds, 
are being offered for £119,950 
each. 

An ex-demonstrator low-floor 
RHS model, with 53 recliners, 
Webasto heater, side blinds and 
manual rear Continental door, is 
being offered for £95,000. 

Harvey says these prices 
compare favourably with list prices 
for the 0.303, which vary 
according to exchange rates. 

Mercedes now has no UK dealer 
for the integral 0.303, but Plaxton- 
bodied versions are sold through 
Plaxton Sales dealerships at Anston 
and Ware. 

The RHS models are similar to 
those delivered earlier this year to 
Finglands of Manchester. 


{COACHMARTS 
= Saus > 


WE have said before that the 
lack of adequate coach parking 
space in London is a national 
disgrace. 

London is the country’s 
biggest tourist attraction, the 
primary destination of many 
visitors to this country, and it 
needs coaches to thrive as a 
tourist attraction. 

And those coaches need 
somewhere to park. Somewhere 
secure, convenient and off 
streets. 

This year alone several coach 
parks have been closed. Local 
authorities show no interest in 
tackling the problems. No 
single government department 
appears to want to take 
responsibility for it either. 

The answer may well be for 
private developers to identify 
the business opportunity of 
building coach parks. No one 
else seems to want to. 

Yet, sadly we find this week 
that one such developer’s 
provision of 30 much-needed 
places within minutes of the 
hotels around Paddington 
station has so far gone 
unrewarded. It has been lucky 
to attract three coaches a day 
so far. 

We only learned about this 
coach park last Thursday. That 
might be the answer to the 
problem. Coach operators may 
also have been unaware of its 
existence. 

It would be a great pity if 
operators did know about it, 
but preferred to risk parking 
elsewhere and not paying £10 - 
just 20p a head on a coach with 
50 passengers - because that is 
apparently an avoidable cost. 

Maybe the system of paying 
for coach parks needs to be 
changed, to introduce accounts 
for regular users instead of 
giving the driver cash to pay 
for parking. The temptation for 
drivers to pocket parking 
money and park illegally is 
difficult for many to resist. 

Car Park Management has 
shown commendable initiative 
in building this first coach 
park. It should be encouraged 
to go on and build more. 

But it will only do this if 
coach operators make regular 
use of it. 


Go-Ahead for group rates 


ROUP organisers and operators with any difficulties getting 

passengers to and from this year’s Garden Festival at Gateshead 
should contact Go-Ahead Northern, who are offering group discounted 
rates throughout the summer. Of particular use might be day excursions 
elsewhere during weekend breaks if the operator’s coach is committed 
during the interim period. Go-Ahead Northern is on 091 460 5144. 
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NEWS 


Setra sales 
understated 


ASSBOHRER UK has 

pointed out that, contrary 
to the figure published in the 
market survey in Coachmart May 
17, it sold 31 Setra coaches to 
British operators last year; 
another four were sold, but held 
back for delivery in January this 
year. 

‘The source of our figures is 
our balance sheet, which is 
lodged at Companies House 
should anyone wish to inspect it,” 
says UK MD Jim Shuttleworth. 

The market survey figures 
were compiled from the normally 
reliable source of the PSV 
Circle’s reports by bus 
enthusiasts, but in some instances 
late reporting of vehicles may 
understate deliveries. 


Northern bargain at 
big ADT auction 


ORTHERN Bus went to 
ADT’s Belle Vue PSV 
auction expecting to buy a single- 
deck bus... but ended up getting a 
double-deck Metroliner at a 

bargain price. 

Northern Bus chairman Mick 
Strafford said he and partner 
Duncan Roberts couldn’t believe 
their luck when the bidding 
stopped at £18,500 for the D-reg 
former Eastern Scottish vehicle, in 
Scottish Citylink livery. 

“We had placed an offer for the 
vehicle when it was advertised 
earlier in the year, but it proved 
unacceptable. We expected the 
coach to go for around £30,000, 


but when we held the bid at 


| £18,500, we immediately went to 


stump up the cash just in case 
they’d made a mistake!,” said 
Strafford. 

Strafford said his only worry 
after the auction was the true value 
of the company’s fleet, if 
compared to auction prices: ‘It 
comes as a bit of a shock to see 
what these vehicles will attain. 
I’ve taken advantage as a 
purchaser, but prices are obviously 
dropping rapidly.’ 

The Metroliner is, according to 


| Strafford, in very good condition. 
| It had been used by Eastern 
| Scottish as an express service 


vehicle, but he believes that there 
was some operational difficulty 
which meant that work had 
finished around the end of 1989. 
Its engine - a Cummins L10 - 
fine, said Strafford. 

The Metroliner will be re- 
liveried, equipped with video, and 
de-seated to provide executive and 
corporate UK private hire. It is too 
high to use on much of the 
continent. ‘It’s a good vehicle for 
headroom, and is pretty 
comfortable,’ said Strafford. 


@ Full report of the ADT Belle 
Vue auction on pages 22 and 23, 
together with all prices attained. 


Rourke pulls out of Citylink buyout 


COTTISH Citylink’s | 

commercial manager David | 
Rourke has pulled out of the | 
management buyout team currently | 
bidding for the company. 

Rourke was one of the original 
five who formulated a bid for 
Citylink on the brink of its 
privatisation. But Rourke has now 


left the team, and accounting 
manager Nigel Fortune has taken 
Rourke’s stake. 

Scottish Citylink MD Alan 
Howes said the change was a result 
of a difference of opinion over the 
future strategy of the company, and 
that he was very pleased to have 
Fortune in the team. 


500th Dennis Javelin 
delivered to 


O WHITTLE has taken delivery of the 500th Dennis Javelin coach 


Go Whittle 


built since the model’s launch in 1987. 
Ron Whittle, principal of the Kidderminster-based coach business and 
a past Bus and Coach Council president, took delivery of the coach last 
week from Dennis MD Steve Burton (left) and Cummins bus sales 


manager Mike English (right). 


The coach has a low driving position and a Plaxton Paramount 3200 
body. Whittle was one of the Javelin’s first customers and uses it 


extensively on Continental work. 


Bridge limit leads to 
Dart purchase 


weight limit has led a small 
Yorkshire operator to buy one of 
the first Carlyle-bodied Dennis 
Darts...having already compelled 
the firm to give up three school | 
contracts. 

Jaronda Travel of Selby has 
bought the 39-seat Dart, its first 
new bus for eight years, so it can 
continue to operate a local bus 
service across a bridge on the 
Selby-York road. 

Proprietor Ron Barwick told | 
Coachmart that local buses had 

| 


BRIDGE’S six tonne 


dispensation from the weight 
limit before major structural 
work was carried out on the 
bridge last year, but since it 
reopened, North Yorkshire 
County Council has applied the 
unladen weight limit to all 


| vehicles. 


“Business is very good, but 
paying £50,000 for a new bus 
just because of a bridge is arm 
breaking,’ he said. 

And the weight limit has also 
compelled Jaronda to give up 
three school contracts and sell 
the 53-seat Bedford coaches used 
on them. 

Barwick says the 39-seat Dart 
is working well, but is not big 
enough for some peak journeys. 
‘On some runs we need 
duplicates,’ he added. 


Jaronda has three coaches, 


mainly for Continental group 
travel work, and five buses, 
mostly secondhand Bristol LHs. 


| ‘It took us a long time to decide 
what to buy new,’ 


said Barwick. 
‘We liked it because of its rear 
engine and because it is more 
meaty to stand up to the pace of 


Service. ” 


He said the LHs have been 
fitted with shields to protect their 


| alternators and starter motors 


from surface water damage. The 
rear engine layout of the Dart 
should eliminate that problem, he 
said. 

“We are hoping that, if it’s 
serviceable, we might get another 


| at the year end.’ 


And the first post-launch order 
for the Wadham Stringer 
Portsdown-bodied Dart-has also 
come from a small operator. Jim 


| Stone of Glazebury, Cheshire, is 
| buying a nine-metre model for 


his six-vehicle fleet. 

Stone already operates one of 
the two Danish-built 
Leyland/DAB Tiger Cubs 
imported in the mid-1980s; it has 


| similar front end styling to the 


Portsdown body. 
He placed the order after 


| seeing the Portsdown prototype 


at the Southampton Coach Rally 
last month. 

Shearings is taking two 
Carlyle-bodied nine-metre Darts. 


SEE PAGE 50 FOR LATE NEWS 
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ON TARGET 


When it may he right to 


tell them to “belt up’ 


he bus and coach industry 

seems to have been singularly 
unfortunate in being bound by the 
precedents of legislation which we 
have had foisted upon us from other 
industries. 

Going back about five years now, 
the decision in a haulage case, 
Pearson v. Rutterford, makes the 
hours of other (i.e. non-driving) 
work done for another employer 
count against the rest of 
calculations for in-scope driving. 

As far as I am aware, this is still 
binding on the PSV industry. (But it 
should be noted that it does not 
affect driving work done wholly 
under domestic legislation.) 

An example of this at play is that 
a night shift worker in a factory can 
have a part-time PSV driving job 
during the day as long as it is local 
bus driving or something like a 
works or school contract, without 
any legal regard for the hours he 
has worked at his main, non- 
driving, job. 

But should he just do, say, a 
feeder service for a tour, which 
requires the use of a tachograph, he 
then comes under the full rigours of 
EEC driving hours regulations. 

More recently the decision in 
another haulage case, R v. Mayfield 
Chicks, requires ‘rolling’ rest 
periods between spells of 
continuous driving - with very 
adverse effects on PSV operation. 

Many of us feel that appeal 
beyond the Divisional Court - to the 
EEC if necessary - might well result 
in a reversal back to the (better) 
‘wipe the slate clean’ interpretation 
which previously prevailed. 

But unless the HGV operator 
and/or his trade association, the 
FTA, are prepared to go to a higher 
authority to challenge this decision 
of the Divisional Court, we coach 
operators too are stuck with itand | 
have to grin and bear it. 

Even more remote from our 
industry, but I fear not without 
significance, is the story of Mrs Ivy 
Eastman. 

It begins on February 24 1986 
when she had to call an ambulance 
to rush her aged mother-in-law to 
hospital. 

She was very fond of the old lady 
and, naturally, was concerned for —_| 


, her well being and rode in the back 


| Romford the driver, David Smith, 


| thrown from her seat in the back of 


| the 
| established 


| call 


of the ambulance to comfort her 
elderly relative. 
As the ambulance went through 


had to brake sharply to avoid a 
cyclist who had ridden across his 
path. 

As a result, Ivy Eastman was 


the ambulance and sustained severe 
injuries. 

Now, one might think that there 
was little that could be done about 
that. 

No one, you might think, could 
call the ambulance crew negligent 
for letting Mrs Eastman accompany 
someone dear to her to hospital, or 
for braking to avoid death or injury 
to a cyclist. 

But you would think wrong. Not 
only does the operator of any 
conveyance owe to passengers a 


| duty of care and is consequently 


liable for any injury caused to them, 
but there was an additional factor 
about David Smith’s ambulance 


| which I have yet to mention. 


It had seat belts in the rear 
compartment and, what is more, 
there was a notice which said ‘For 
your own safety use the seat belts 
provided’. 

Thus it came to pass that the 
lawyers for Mrs Eastman and David 
Smith’s employers, the South West 
Thames Health Authority, waged | 
battle through to the Queen’s Bench | 
Division. 

The bewigged representatives of 
the health authority accepted that 


| they did have some liability to 


compensate 
Ivy, but, 
drawing on 


case law 
concerning 
the use of 
(compulsory) 
seat belts by 
car drivers 
and 
passengers, 
claimed that, 
because of 
what lawyers 


contributory 


negligence (that is to say, because 


Ivy was not wearing a seat belt) 
their client’s liability for damages 
should be much reduced. 

Not so, said Ivy’s brief. In her 
concern she had not observed the 
seat belt, or the notice, and David 
Smith had certainly not suggested 
that she should use it. 

Surely, they said, you would not 
expect someone unfamiliar with the 
back of an ambulance to appreciate 
the danger of riding therein without 
a seat belt. 

Rather, the crew, who knew how 
dangerous a hectic drive to the 
hospital could be, should have 
advised her accordingly. 

Into this game of unhappy 
families I now have to introduce Mr 
Justice Judge (real names feature 
throughout this true story!) who had 
to decide the issue. 

He proclaimed, on May 4 1990, 
that there was no comparison 
between the front seat of a car and 
the back of an ambulance. 

In the first the potential danger is 
self evident, but in the ambulance 
the danger looked so remote that 
the authority had even considered it 
necessary to post a notice advising 
passengers of it. That being so, he 
concluded, the claim of 
contributory negligence carried no 
weight and Ivy Eastman should 
therefore recover full damages from 
the health authority. 

Currently we have a spate of 
misinformed Police officers 
threatening coach drivers with 
prosecution for not wearing seat 
belts where fitted and equally 


war's war 1 UKE To SEE 
HARD WORKING MAN !/ 


misinformed Members of 
Parliament calling for all seats of 
coaches to be equipped with seat 
belts. 

As well as some newer coaches 
already having belts fitted to the 
drivers’ seats we also have Tempo 

| 100 specification vehicles which 
| have belts on front and centre rear 
seats. 

All of the seat belts presently 
fitted to coaches are no more 
required to legally be used than 
those in the back of an ambulance. 

Like Ivy Eastman, passengers 
may not notice these fitments and, 
even if they do, may well regard 
their use as unnecessary (especially 
when sitting on the back seat - what 
the average passenger might think 
to be forty feet away from any risk 
of accident). 

Do we face larger-than-necessary 
claims for damages in the event of 
| an accident if, where (or when) seat 
| belts are fitted to a coach the driver 

has not announced, ’This vehicle is 
about to move off, please fasten 
your seat-belts and do not undo 
| them until instructed’? (Question: 
| How do you proceed to the toilet 
without undoing a seat belt?) 

If anyone had told you or me, 
even two years ago, that we would 
| have to make passengers on a partly 
loaded coach sit in the appropriate 
| seats in order to distribute the axle 

loading correctly, we would not 

| have believed it, but this is now 

| happening. On that basis a 
requirement to tell passengers to 
‘belt up’ does not seem impossible 
at all. 


DID TT HURT WHEN You 
FELL OVER IN THE YARD !) 


Coachmart May 31, 1990 


FLEET UPDATE 


A METALLIC ‘Euro’ ie 
livery design has been 
selected for this Jonckheere 
Deauville-bodied Volvo B10M 
GL for Midland United 
Transport, a Water Orton, 
Birmingham-based operation. 
The coach, seen here being 
handed over to proprietors 
Stuart and Susan Cleaver by 
Jonckheere UK’s Arthur 
Humphries (left), has 51 Vogel 
seats seats, double glazing and a 
driver’s sleeping compartment. 


A JONCKHEERE UK has supplied an E-registered Jubilee P50- 
bodied Leyland Tiger to New Forest Coaches, of Dibden 
Hythe, Southampton. 
It has been refurbished to full executive specification with 49 new 
Vogel seats, air conditioning, TV, video, double-glazing, curtains and 
carpeting. 


AN IRISH Republic operator, Burke’s of Tuam, is the 
customer for a 26-seat Made To Measure-bodied Mercedes- 
Benz 709D midicoach for the incoming American tourist market. 
The County Galway operator will use it as a feeder coach for 


people on golf holidays. 


is 
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MOSELEY has supplied Berkeley Coach and Travel of Bristol 
with this Volvo B10M GL with Van Hool Alizee H coachwork. 
It has 49 Labellux reclining seats, fridge mounted on toilet top, 
water boiler and double glazing. It is certified to meet German Tempo 


100 regulations. 
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PLAXTON has supplied Excelsior of Bournemouth with 19 
Volvo B10Ms for its 55-vehicle fleet. 

Sixteen have Paramount 3200 One-Star 53-seat bodies, the others 
49-seat Paramount 3500 Four-Star bodies. All have reclining seats, 
side blinds and Webasto pre-heaters. The three 3500s also have air 
conditioning, toilet/washroom, fridge and drinks dispenser, 

Two 3200s and a 3500 are seen with Bill Russell (VL Bus and 
Coach), John Torr (Plaxton Sales), Len Clarke (Excelsior) and 
David Goodare (Plaxton Sales). 


HALCYON, the Hull-based division of Appleby’s of Louth, is 
operating two Berkhof Excellence 2000 3.55 metre high floor 
Scania K113s. } 

They are equipped with toilets and are part of the first multi- 
vehicle delivery for Berkhofs since the franchise was taken over by 
Alder Valley Engineering. 

The other vehicles in the order are two Excellence 1000L 53-seat 
3.3 metre Scania K93s for the Appleby’s fleet and an Excellence 
2000HD 75-seat double-deck K113. 


AIRPORT SERVICES 


OACHES play a significant 

and often under-estimated 

role in carrying passengers 

to and from Heathrow and 
Gatwick airports. 

Coach operators are reluctant 
to disclose detailed information 
on use of their services, and also 
lack resources to carry out 
extensive market research. 

But, the Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA) carried out 
regular surveys of passengers 
using major airports by the Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) 
between 1970 and 1987. They 
show, for example, that in 1987, 
39 percent of passengers at 
Stansted and 18 percent at Luton 
arrived by bus or coach. Much 
of this was by charter coach, 
forming part of package tours. 

At Heathrow and Gatwick, 
deregulated scheduled express 
coach services have increased 
their share since 1980. At 
Heathrow, the bus/coach share of 
15 percent in 1987 approached 
the 21 percent share of the 
underground, and is close to the 
17 percent expected to use the 
new express rail link. 

Before 1980, few long-distance 
scheduled routes served 
Heathrow or Gatwick. However, 
shortly after deregulation in 
October of that year, National 
Express and other operators 
gained access to Heathrow, 
largely diverting trunk services 
from the M3 and M4 via 
Heathrow Central Bus Station. 

This network has continued to 
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Peter White and David Astill examine the growing 
importance of coach traffic at London’s main 
airports. 


grow, so that today nearly all 
towns in an arc from Portsmouth 
to the West Midlands, have direct 
services to Heathrow, and many 
also to Gatwick. Direct services 


have also developed from 
Newcastle, Manchester and 
Yorkshire. 

Although National Express 


operates the majority of services, 


of 4 


independents play a major role, 
notably Flight’s Manchester - 
Birmingham - Heathrow - 
Gatwick route, Excelsior’s 
Bournemouth - Heathrow - 


| London service, and the Premier 
| Travel (now Cambridge Coach 


Services) route from Cambridge. 

Since October last year, there 
has been competition for Scottish 
traffic between Caledonian 
Express and Citylink, offering 
through services from major 
Scottish cities to both airports. 

There also are more direct 
links to the major regional 
airports like Manchester and 
Birmingham. 

Of the total air passengers 
using Heathrow, about 35 percent 
travel to/from central London 
(mostly on the underground), 48 
percent to/from other parts of 
London and the South East 
(mostly by car and taxi), and 
about 17 percent to/from other 
regions. 

This last share is boosted by 
the lack of extensive direct 
international services from 
airports elsewhere in Britain, 


| especially in the South West and 
| South Wales, making a feeder 
| trip to Heathrow necessary. 


The graph shows that those 
regions with direct coach access 
to Heathrow displayed the 
substantial coach shares - taking 
‘public (i.e. scheduled) coach’ 
and ‘charter coach’ together, 28.3 
percent for the West Midlands, 
26.6 percent for the South West 
and 32.8 percent for Wales. 
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ATRPORT SERVICES 


Although established before 
the 1980 Act, the BR feeder 
services from Reading and 
Woking, have a relatively small 
market share, even where 
connecting with the high-speed 
services from South Wales and 
the South West. 

Scheduled through coach 
services are more convenient than 
rail feeders, despite their inability 
to serve each of the three central 
Heathrow terminals directly. Rail 
is generally quicker, but fares are 
higher. In addition, towns closer 
to Heathrow such as Oxford and 
Swindon enjoy both a faster 
service by coach (omitting 
interchange at Reading) as well 
as a cost advantage for users. 


‘Coaches carried over 70 
percent of all Heathrow 
passengers from the West 
Midlands, Wales and the 
South West.’ 


The 13 percent shares by coach 
for the North, Yorkshire and East 
Midlands indicate use of direct 
services such as National Express 
325, 

There is a similar story at 
Gatwick, with the combined 
coach share reaching 28.3 percent 
for West Midlands, 21.3 percent 
from the South West and 24.3 
percent from Wales. 

However, the British Rail 
services play a much greater role, 
especially from the northern 
regions (via London). 

The crucial question is whether 
a market share of 28.3 percent for 
the West Midlands represents 
good vehicle loadings? 

Clearly, such data is of great 
commercial sensitivity to the 
operators, hence it is not 
information they are prepared to 
disclose. It has, therefore, been 
necessary to make calculations 
based on the CAA survey to 
estimate the volume of coach 
passengers. 

Daily average passengers were 
estimated from 1984 data 
(detailed regional analysis of the 
1987 data was not practicable at 
the time of our research). 

Applying the 1987 terminating 
air passenger totals of 26.2 
million at Heathrow, and 17.5 
million at Gatwick, the total 
numbers to/from each region in 
1987 were calculated, and by 
reference to the coach shares (as 
shown in the graph for Heathrow) 
the absolute numbers by coach. 

We estimated the proportion of 
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total seating capacity that 
passenger flows to/from 
Heathrow and Gatwick would 
occupy. 

On this basis, traffic between 
the South West and 
Heathrow/Gatwick alone would 
be sufficient to give a load factor 
of about 20 percent on trunk 
routes between the South West 
and London. For Wales, the 
proportion rises to about 30 
percent. 

Given that, overall, most 
coaches run half full, the airport 
traffic alone could be around one 
third to one half the total traffic 
on these routes, thus greatly 
increasing revenue and 
profitability. 

In the case of regions north of 
Heathrow shown in the graph the 
load factor produced by airport 
traffic alone becomes even 
greater - 43 percent in the case of 
West Midlands (a combined 
average for Flight’s and National 
Express) - although for these 
routes airport traffic as such is the 
major reason for their provision, 
and hence a higher contribution 
to load factor would be expected. 

It should be borne in mind that 
where a direct service was 
provided to Heathrow, we 
assumed that all coach passengers 
would use it. In practice, some 
will travel via central London, 
reducing the estimated load 
factors marginally, but not 
reducing the total coach market. 

We reckon that coaches carried 
over 70 percent of all Heathrow 


passengers from the West 
Midlands, Wales and the South 
West. 

As mentioned above, our 
regional analysis used the 1984 
survey data, and applied to the 
1987 total air passenger 
movements. In 1987 the CAA 
undertook another survey among 
airline passengers. 


‘Coaches take up much less 
road space and reduce the 
need for more long term car 
parking space.’ 


It shows further growth of 
coach and bus traffic at the 
airports, with the scheduled share 
rising from 4.6 percent in 1984 to 
5.9 percent in 1987. The total 
coach share rose from 8.4 percent 
to 9.7 percent and the BR feeder 
coach share remained at 1.4 
percent. 

The growth in public coach 


| passengers is greater still, as total 


traffic through the airport 
continued to rise, 62 percent 
increase from 950,000 in 1984 to 
1.54 million in 1987. 

However, growth of the total 
coach market at Heathrow is 
threatened not only by the 
charges proposed by BAA, but 
also the prohibition for security 
reasons of use of the cargo tunnel, 
previously a very convenient link 
for routes serving both Central 


Bus Station and Terminal Four. 

Following deregulation, total 
traffic on the National Express 
network rose from 9 million 
passengers in 1980 to 15 million 
in 1984 . However, total traffic 
has declined recently, especially 
into central London, due to 
growing congestion and the 
competitive response of British 
Rail. In central London, long 
distance coach movements have 
fallen by about 20 percent. 

The summer 1990 National 
Express timetable has introduced 
more airport services. 

The 325 from Yorkshire and 
625 from South Wales have been 
upgraded to Rapide standard. City 
of Oxford now operates its X70 
service half hourly to Heathrow. 

Although the BAA has 
moderated its proposals for 
excessively high charges, it is 
questionable whether it fully 
appreciates the role the coach 
plays in bringing passengers to its 
airports. 

Coaches take up much less 
road space and reduce the need 
for even more long term car 
parking space. And even if the 
Paddington-Heathrow rail link is 
built, it is unlikely to have a 
major impact on coach operators’ 
business. 


* Peter White is a senior 
transport lecturer with the 
Polytechnic of Central London. 
David Astill now works with 
PMT Ltd. 


Express coach share market between Heathrow 
and other regions 1984 
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250 HOTELS AND RESTAURANTS IN FRANCE, GREAT-BRITAIN, BELGIUM AND THE NETHERLANDS. 


Hotels: Restaurants : Central information CAMPANILE 
e comfortable rooms e dine by the fireside & reservation office 31, avenue Jean-Moulin hotel hotel 
e fully equipped e buffet meals erg Aa Marne-la-Vallée 77200 Torcy eee 

bathroom e regional specialities eee. France 
é on = ea wide range of hearty Individuals : 33 (1) 64.62.46.46 pee ee Tate , ~ 
e direct-line telephone. menus. Groups : 33 (1) 64.62.46.62 (1) 569.57.57 
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Baan Belgium Netherlands CAMPANILE UK 
as lin, Unit 8 - Red Lion Court 


Dou ible on: | : Tats , ats 
Half Bos a FF 198 4, 24,50 BF 1,610 FI 80,50 Alexandra Road - Hounslow 
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mation otily,asapplicdat 200 Campanile hotels, subjectto change without notice. Supplementary chaurpe accertain hocks. Middelsex TW3 JS 


Campanile Campaville 


Since April you have had a new manager. Your manager is 
knowledgeable about the whole PSV industry; up to date 
about other companies’ activities; a technical and 
engineering expert; a thought-provoking, challenging 
goldmine of management information — tips, styles 
and analysis. 


And free! 
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THE NEW MANAGEMENT MONTHLY FOR THE 
COACH AND BUS INDUSTRIES 


For further details contact Iain Blackhall on 0733 63100 
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If you are looking for a small coach which can keep 


pace with the big ones and doesn’t cost the earth. 


BEAGLE...THESMALL 
COACH WITH BIG IDEAS 


Based on the Iveco Ford 70.14 chassis 
with large 6 cylinder naturally aspirated 
engine and a full 70 mph capability the 
Beagle is a real coachmans coach. It 
features a full coach front with forward 
entrance, plug door and a very large boot. 
With up to 33 seats and all packaged 


within an 8.5m overall length Beagle is 


the answer. =: 
sus peaccereies uence memes R : V E B U R G : ) 


service back-up. 


Welfare Versions also available. B A G 


IVECO PRICE FROM £42 750 THE SYMBOL OF QUALITY AT THE RIGHT PRICE. 


7 
Available only direct from 


Reeve Burgess Call Rick Betton 
today on 0773 872292. 


REEVE BURGESS, BRIDGE STREET, PILSLEY, CHESTERFIELD, $45 8HF. TEL: 0773 872292. FAX: 0773 873443. TELEX: 377266. 


PROFILE 


Mountain Goat's long trek to the top 


HRIS Taylor recalls his 
battles to start a bus service 
through the Lake District in 
David and Goliath terms. 

But the rugby-playing six-footer 
made a formidable David to 
Ribble’s Goliath. The bus 
company had abandoned the route 
from Windermere to Ullswater 
over Kirkstone Pass in 1970, but 
two years later it still objected to 
anyone else providing a service. 

So Chris and his lawyers fought 
it out with National Bus in court in 
front of the Traffic Commissioners 
- and won. 

Brian Redhead took up their 
case on TV, and the name of the 
operation, Mountain Goat, caught 
the public’s imagination. 

But it proved a hollow victory. 
He set out on his first trip - Good 
Friday of 1972 - without a single 
passenger. Halfway to Ullswater, 
in desperation he persuaded two 
French girls on the opposite side 
of the road heading for 
Windermere to hop in and travel 
back to Ullswater. 

On the return trip, Chris cracked 
open a bottle of champagne at the 
Kirkstone Inn and invited them to 
share a glass. 

He’s been pulling stunts on 
passes ever since. 

The first time I travelled with 
him and a party of journalists in 
1975, he stopped at the summit of 
Wrynose, invited everyone to step 
out into a howling gale and 
presented two passengers with a 
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Annette Brown meets Chris Taylor whose 
Mountain Goat business continues to carry 
Lakeland tourists. 


baby goat tied up in yellow 
ribbon, to celebrate 10,000 tickets 
sold - a gimmick laid on more for 
the press than the passengers, I 


| suspect. 


The chosen couple were 
horrified. 

“What will Fifi say? She doesn’t 
even like other dogs? We’ll never 
get it in the flat, and it will make a 
terrible mess.” 

Once photographers from the 
local papers had taken their 
pictures, the goat was quietly 
returned to its owner on a nearby 
farm, but the episode illustrated 
how Chris always had an eye for 
publicity, and a sense of fun which 
encouraged tourists to use his 
pioneering routes. 

For in the Lake District they say 
that if Mountain Goat doesn’t run 
a service or tour to a place, it isn’t 
worth seeing. Few motorists 
know the tortuous roads, cliff-edge 
tracks and forest lanes better than 
Mountain Goat’s drivers. The 
company’s mini-buses tackle 
hairpins and | in 4 gradients that 
even keen car drivers blanche at. 

With his brother Patrick, who 


| has only recently left to start his 


| own computer business, Chris 


expanded the routes and started a 
tour programme with a trip over 
Wrynose Pass. Over the past five 


years, he has gradually phased out 


| his first fleet of 12-seater Ford 


Transit minibuses and replaced 
them with 15-seater Renault 
Masters. 

‘We chose them for their lovely 
big windows - after all, our 
passengers come to the Lakes for 
the views, so we need buses with 
the greatest possible visibility. 

‘But we are constrained to the 
6ft 6in width by road restrictions,’ 
explained Chris. 

One of the earliest acquisitions 
was a 1949 Bedford 29-seater, for 
use on the Kirkstone Pass route, 
bought for £250 and needing 
£2,500 spent in renovations - but 
still without synchromesh on the 
gearbox. 

The company’s brilliant 
mechanic Dobbo (Chris Dobson) 
services the eight minibuses and 
two coaches that operate from the 
former Silver Badge garage in 
Bowness. They transferred from 
Windermere this spring. 

In the height of summer, more 
than 30 staff are required to run 
the routes and regular tours out of 
both Windermere and Keswick. 
All drivers are seasonal employees 
who are selected for their 
personalities and knowledge of the 
area. 

Taylor provides PSV training 


| through Lancaster City Transport 


and takes pride in the number of 
drivers who are Blue Badge 
Guides. When selecting drivers he 
looks for those who have their 
own means to see them through 
the winter. Retired teachers and 
police are included in the regular 
staff. 

Chris Taylor at first seems an 
unlikely candidate to head a bus 
company in Cumbria. Brought up 
in the ‘soft’ southern town of 
Chiddingfold in Surrey, he 
developed a career in the Army, 
then worked for a number of years 
as a businessman in Australia, 
mostly in advertising and PR 
which has subsequently been a 
boon. 

‘I couldn’t stand London when I 
got back, so I came up to the 
Lakes where my parents had 
always had a holiday home and 
now live permanently in 
retirement. The opportunity of 
running a bus company was one | 
couldn’t resist. 

‘At deregulation, we picked up 
a route across England from 
Keswick and Windermere to 
Skipton, Harrogate and York, one 
of the few that crosses the country 
instead of running north/south. We 
use a P-reg Duple-bodied Leyland 
Leopard four times a week - 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays. 

“We've also run regular services 
for the past 18 years from 
Windermere to Glenridding and 
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| Pier at the northern end of Lake 
| Windermere and Ambleside. 
Passengers can get off at any of 
the stops for a boat trip, a pub 
lunch, shopping or sightseeing, 
and get back on any shuttle 
service. 
“We don’t allow smoking on the 
tours, and we’re reviewing our 
| policy of letting people smoke at 
| the back of our regular services. 
Nice dogs are allowed free,’ says 
| Chris, whose own golden labrador, 
Sos Banjo, is never far from his 
The Leopard used on the trans- | master’s side. 


Pennine express service. His wife Carol joined him as 
marketing manager from the 

from Keswick to Buttermere.’ A Sofitel group 11 years ago, three 
second Leopard has been months after they got married, 
purchased for the 1990 season and | when he was 43. 
will interwork this service with a ‘There was no point in hanging 
mid-day tour around Lake about, we'd both wasted enough 
Windermere. time,’ he reckons. 

When Davies’s, another local They now have a son, Benji (8) 
minibus service, closed down 14 and daughter Charlotte (6) and 
years ago, Chris bought it up, live two minutes from the office, 
doubling his ‘O° licence to 12. on four floors of a large Victorian 

Apart from coaches and house overlooking Lake 
minibuses, Mountain Goat will Windermere. 
operate an open-top service in “We're just as busy as we would 
conjunction with Guide Friday of have been with a London 
Stratford, from Windermere operation, but in much nicer z picder 
station to Bowness, Waterhead surroundings,’ he claims. Mountain Goat takes every step to help people use its services. 


GRAHAM MARTIN’S 


(Bus & Coach Sales) 


~ Alarge selection of 
Leyland National service buses, 
73/74/75, with good MoTs 
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PASO reclining 
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M6 exit Junction 18, A54 2 miles from motorway FAX NO: (0606) 845602 
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UNITED BUS 


AST week’s news that 

Optare was joining the 

United Bus group came as 

no great surprise to the 
industry. Optare was already | 
working closely with DAF Bus, 
and it was known that United’s 
philosophy was to grow by 
acquiring partners whose products 
fitted into UB’s long-term 
planning. 

I recently visited the UB head 
office at Eindhoven to speak to 
managing director Wolf Lijmer 
and learn more about the 
company’s philosophy and forward 
plans. 

Lijmer was formerly a director 
and shareholder in Bova, the 
manufacturer of integral coaches, 
and Bova and DAF Bus were the 
main constituents of UB until 
Optare was bought. 

‘When we set up UB last year, 
our aim was to create a strong, 
internationally-organised group of 
companies that successfully and 
profitably manufactures and 


Wolf Lijmer, United Bus MD. 
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Gavin Booth has been to Eindhoven to meet the 
management team at United Bus, the new owners 
of Optare. 


markets a complete range of bus 
and coach products,’ says Lijmer. 
‘Europe is our main market, but 
we shall be looking well beyond 
Europe where this is profitable. 
‘Buses were only a small part of 
DAF’s business - just two percent 


| of total turnover - so management 


could not devote time to models 
that were quite different. UB is a 
dedicated bus and coach builder, 
and the increasing costs of 
engineering and development 
mean that it will become more 
difficult for smaller companies to 
survive. 

“Manufacturers need to export to 


| survive, and we can offer expertise 
to these companies to allow them 


to profit in full from the single 
European market.’ 

Lijmer admits that it will not be 
smooth sailing even in post-1992 
Europe. He sees language and 
cultural barriers as likely 
difficulties, and is aware of the 
chauvinism that makes it 
impossible to sell a non-French 


| bus to the publicly-owned French 
| transport authorities. 


‘Every coach could be up to 10 


| percent cheaper if we had a 


common European law on vehicle 
specification,’ says Lijmer. ‘At the 
moment we have different 
interpretations on gangway widths, 
seat spacing and drivers’ doors. If 


| this changed, then I see no reason 


why coaches should not be type- 
approved in the EC country of 
manufacture, rather than their 
country of ownership.’ He cited 


| the UK tilt-test regulations, which 


appeared to contradict laws on 
rollover strength. 

He also acknowledges the 
exchange rate problems that affect 
business with the UK, and believes 
that it is important that the UK 
joins the European Monetary 
System. 

Lijmer apologises for using the 


| buzz-word ‘synergy’, but feels that 
| this describes best the effect of 


| 


| bringing together previously 


disparate companies under the UB 
umbrella. 

‘There are enormous benefits 
from centralised product 
development and engineering, 


from common market research, 
sales promotion and advertising, 
from our ability to control cash- 
flow and manage exchange rates, 
and from the service back-up we 
shall offer.’ 

Asked if the existence of UB 
threatened the independence of its 


| constituent companies, Lijmer 


admits that autonomy will 
diminish, and that there would be a 
gradual move to introduce the 
United Bus name in advertising. 
He points to the high cost of 


| attendance at three international 


motor shows each year, and feels 
that worthwhile savings can be 
made by working under the UB 


| banner. 


Big range for small 
markets 


UB recognises the experience 


| that individual companies bring to 


the group, and ultimately Lijmer is 
looking to offer a comprehensive 


Hans Houtsma, United Bus marketing manager (left) and Dave 
Skinner, UK operations manager with DAF Bus. 
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bus and coachrange that 
recognises the special skills and 
experience of its companies, and 
the specific needs of local markets. 

‘Minibuses and midibuses, for 
example, are important in the UK, 
but there is a limited market in the 
rest of Europe. Operators in the 
UK have been able to negotiate a 
wages differential for drivers of 
small buses,’ says Lijmer. ‘Here in 
the Netherlands that would be 
impossible because of union 
strength.’ 

Unlike many European 
countries, operators in the 
Netherlands still buy separate 
chassis and bodies, but Lijmer 
points out that this is changing, 
and anticipates that ‘one-stop 
buying’ will be the norm there 
within five years. 

‘The UK will take longer,’ he 
says. ‘But there has already been a 
wider acceptance of integrals, and 
I have no doubt that this will 
continue. 

‘Standardisation is a fact of life, 
and a standard vehicle is a lot 
cheaper if it is designed by a few 
knowledgeable people.’ 

The Metrobus double-deck 
model, bought from MCW by 
DAF Bus, is on course for launch 
early next year with production 
starting in the late summer. Wolf 
Lijmer confirms that it is likely to 
be produced totally in the UK, 
because the cost of productionis | 
lower and there is a source of 
experienced labour available. 

Before it was bought by UB, it 
was known that Optare would have 
sole rights to body the double- | 
decker - which may not retain the 
Metrobus name. The move was a 
natural extension of the close 
relationship between DAF and 
Optare which has produced the 
Delta city bus on SB220 chassis. 

The Optare takeover is likely to 
be followed by others. Lijmer 
confirms that he is ‘talking 
seriously’ to a number of 
manufacturers throughout Europe, 
which would bring UB a mix of 
products and locations. 

‘Before we set up United Bus, 
we researched the whole bus and 
coach industry in Europe,’ he says. 
‘In recent years the amount of 
engineering in buses and coaches 
has gone up disproportionately. 

“Ten years ago buses were fairly 
basic. They operated on a “get 
them in, drive them off’ basis. 
Today operators are looking for 
lower floors, air suspension, 
advanced electronics - and the 
passengers have come to expect an 
up-market product. 

‘On coaches, horsepower has 
doubled, and ABS is fast 
becoming standard on the 
Continent. 
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“To produce what the market is 
wanting needs strong research and 
development, and massive 
manufacturing investment. The 
trouble is, the numbers are just not 
there to allow everybody to 
survive in this environment,’ says 
Lijmer. 

‘I believe that there may only be 
seven or eight major players in the 
bus and coach market in ten years 
time, and we intend to be among 
them.’ 

United Bus is a small 
management group functioning 
from offices at Eindhoven Airport. 
There is a supervisory board, 
originally consisting of two DAF 
and two non-DAF directors, and 
this will be augmented as the 
group grows. Wolf Lijmer is 
responsible to this board, and 
meets regularly with the managing 
directors of the group companies 
to discuss strategy, plans and 
progress. 

The companies have their say, 
but UB is responsible for the final 
decisions on the business. 

The relationship with DAF 
continues to be a close one, 
following the separation of the 
truck and bus interests. DAF is the 
majority shareholder in UB, which 
is now the only outlet for DAF 


Dutch market Futura at the Bova factory. 


| SB220 citybus and SB3000 coach, 


bus-related and bus-engineered 
products. 


Choice of engines 


This will not preclude 
bodybuilders in UB from building 
on other chassis, nor will it mean 
that only DAF engines will be 
offered in UB models. 

‘In a market where DAF is not 
sold, then we would certainly look 
at other engines,’ says Lijmer, and 
when asked about engine choices 
in the double-deck model, he says 
that he would look at Cummins or 
Gardner ‘if they were likely to 
bring increased business and 
profitability’. 

DAF Bus’s new 10,000 sqft in 
Eindhoven, separate from the giant 
DAF Trucks plant there, employs 
150 people of whom 70 are 
involved in assembling around 
1,600 underframes each year, 
including CKD kits for export 
markets. 

Most are the rear-engined 


but while demand for the mid- 
engined MB range is reducing in 
Europe generally, it is still popular 
in the UK and for inter-city 
operations in the Netherlands and 
Norway. DAF’s UK operations 


manager, Dave Skinner, detects a 
strong move to rear-engined 
coaches. 

‘At DAF Bus we don’t regard 
ourselves as chassis manufacturers, 
building rigid chassis,’ he says. 
‘The Dutch took one step back, 
and looked at what they were and 
how to design and build products 
to fulfil the role of automotive 
designers and manufacturers. 

“We decided not to make 
complete buses - that’s not our 
business - but we build 
underframes that allow 
bodybuilders to complete an 
integrated structure. 

‘Using finite element analysis to 
define the correct coach structure, 
DAF developed the SB and MB 
underframes. The SB is essentially 
a ‘mobile jig’ ready for 
completion. We liaise closely with 


| the bodybuilders to ensure that the 


completed coach has the correct 
structural stiffness.’ 

Bova produces around 350 
Futura rear-engined integral 
coaches each year at its factory at 
Valkeswaard in the Netherlands; 
75 per cent are exported. Less than 
10 per cent are short-length 10.4m 
coaches which have yet to become 
available in the UK, while the rest 
are the familiar 12m models. The 
Bova is offered with 290bhp or 
360bhp DAF or Mercedes-Benz 
engines. 

The Optare acquisition means 
that Leeds becomes the 
headquarters for UB in the UK, 
under the control of Optare MD 
and founder Russell Richardson 
who becomes UK chief executive, 
reporting to Wolf Lijmer. 

The DAF Bus operations at 
Thame are to be moved to Leeds, 
with responsibility for sales and 
service back-up for DAF bus and 
coach products. 

Service back-up is being looked 
at closely by UB, and the 
established DAF ITS network is 
being used as a base. Wolf Lijmer 
admits that this was designed for 
trucks, and this can mean problems 
for coaches at weekends. ‘We aim 
to select and train specialised 
dealers, and you will find that the 
situation gets much better from the 
autumn. But it will be another year 
before we are fully satisfied that 
we have a network that is right for 
our customers.’ 

In an age of mergers and 
takeovers, DAF Bus was looking 
increasingly isolated - a small cog 
in a very large wheel. The decision 
to create United Bus makes a great 
deal of sense, allowing DAF, and 
what promises to be a growing list 
of companies, to enjoy the benefits 
of large-scale research and 
development and manufacturing 
investment, and purchasing power. 
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LETTERS 


SIR 


I wonder how many other 
operators must be concerned by VL 
Bus & Coach MD Sandy Glennie’s 
comments at VL’s recent press 
conference in London. To quote just | 
two of those comments: 

‘Large operators should be 
discouraged from selling older 
buses to secondary operators’ and 
‘Passengers are faced with 
travelling in 20-year-old rolling 
stock, using technology dating back 
to the 1950s’. 

Yes, Mr Glennie! I, like many of 
the secondary operators you refer 
to, would be happy to operate new 
or newer vehicles. But, even using 
Marksman’s price tables as some of 
us secondary operators do, hire 
rates do not always justify 
investment in new or nearly new 
vehicles at today’s prices. I’m in 
business to make money, not to 
subsidise new vehicles. 

Many of us secondary operators 
are quite happy to have technology 
dating back to the 1950s - at least 
the vehicles can be repaired without | 
the need for a degree in electronics. 

Passengers are not faced with 
travelling in old rolling stock - they 
have a choice - and the person in 


New vehicles aren’t always reliable 


SIR 


With reference to your recent 
articles containing the comments | 
of both David Matthews and 
Sandy Glennie, I must agree 
wholeheartedly with the points | 
they make. 

A day’s hire of £250, divided 
between 53 people, equals £4.72 a 
head. Hardly excessive. 

However, while I agree with 
their comments, they also have a 
responsibility to the coach 
operator and the coaching 
industry. When I do my expense 
forecasts, to assess the rates I will | 
be charging, I discuss with my 
fleet engineer the expected 
running costs of each vehicle and 
take this into account. 

Although you can’t pinpoint all 
the unexpected extra costs, things 
aren’t helped when a vehicle, that 
is still under warranty, has to be 
taken out of service for repairs that 
are caused by manufacturing 
faults. The operator has to bear the 
costs of taking the vehicle to and 
from the depot for repair, and the 
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| pump failed, the manufacturer 


| antifreeze, a cost I hadn’t allowed 


New vehicles are out 
of the question 
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Send your letters to: 


The Editor, Coachmart, EMAP 
Response Publishing Ltd, 


Wentworth House, 
Wentworth Street, 
Peterborough PE1 1DS 


_ GS aA SES 


The Editor is always pleased to receive letters for 
publication in Coachmart and will, if requested, 
publish these anonymously. But please note that 
we cannot publish them if you do not attach your 
name and address for our own information. 


the street isn’t always concerned 
with the age of the vehicle. As long 
as it gets them from A to B, is 


| clean, well-maintained and has a 


presentable driver, that’s more 
important than its age. A local MP 
recently hired one of my 17-year- 
old AECs and commented: ‘What a 
nice coach, is it anew one?’ 
Incidentally, how many operators 


| of Leyland Leopards and AECs 


have noticed the rising costs of 

parts recently? Could this be Mr 
Glennie’s way of instigating the 
demise of older vehicles from 
secondary operators’ fleets? 


| expense of covering the work that 
vehicle is unable to do. 
In one instance, when a water 


expected me to pay for new 


for and one which would never 
have been incurred if the water 
pump hadn’t failed in the first 
place. 

Lack of availability of spare 
parts is another costly problem. It 
took us six months to find a side 


| window and we got that from 
| another operator! On another 


occasion we had three gearboxes 
fail within a week - all after 30 


| months use in vehicles bought 


new. We had to stand the cost of 
parts, labour and downtime. 
Although these gearboxes were 


| 16 months out of warranty, the 
| coincidence of three failing 


together suggests there might have 
been a fault on the production line. 
Unfortunately, two of the 

gearboxes were lost in the 
administration at Leyland,sono | 


| investigation could be followed 
| through. Out of a total bill of 


Mr Glennie’s remarks sum up the 
attitude of manufacturers and some 


| dealers to the small operator. But I 


Surveys were superb 
SIR 


We are very grateful to 
Coachmart for your recent series of 
roadside facilities surveys, which 
have proved both informative and 
accurate. 

Pre-booked refreshment stops 
are often specifically requested by 
our customers as part of our overall 
services, and this process can be 
extremely time-consuming and 
unrewarding at times. Your surveys 
make it much easier for us to offer 
the services which we should be 
offering to maintain our edge over 


| our competitors. 


know that at least when my vehicles | 


are due for replacement I will not 
need to bother with any of Mr 
Glennie’s salesmen. 

All secondary operator drivel, 


paid for in cash, and I sleep at 
night! 


Mike Cainey, 


MIKE’S TRAVEL, 
Bristol. 


£11,600, plus coach hire costs, 
Leyland offered £4,200 
compensation. 

There is the added loss of 
profitability when a manufacturer 
decided to stop making a vehicle. 
Not only does the vehicle lose 


| £20,000 of its value, most coach 
| dealers don’t even want to discuss 


part-exchange. It becomes 
virtually impossible to sell. 

It is time the manufacturers 
made sure their products are up to 
standard and take responsibility 
for the operator’s costs when their 
product falls below standard. 

It may then be possible to go 
forward and remove some of the 
undesirable older, but tried and 
trusted, vehicles from the road. 

After all Messrs Matthews and 
Glennie do want to sell more of 
their vehicles and boost their 
company profits. 


A R Hockley, 
Company Secretary, 
Reliance Coaches, 
Gravesend, Kent. 


You have done all the legwork, 
and have provided us with a quick 
reference guide. The only criticism 
is that they weren’t on the centre 
pages, which would make them 
easier to detach from the magazine! 


Carole Clarke, 
C&G Coach Services, 
Chatteris, Cambs. 


Drop ’em off 


In the town 


perhaps, but at least my vehicles are | 


SIR 


I refer to the feature on coach 
parking at holiday resorts in 
Coachmart April 27, and feel I 
must make one or two points 
regarding the facilities at Whitby. 

You state that there are no 
dropping off facilities in the town 
centre and that passengers must 
climb up cliff footpaths to reach the 
coach park. For many years now 
there has been a coach dropping off 
and pick up point in Dock End car 
park, which is by the Harbour side, 
right in the middle of town. 

The arrangement is that coaches 
use this facility and then proceed to 
the West Cliff coach park for the 
duration of their stay in town. 
Alternatively, some coaches may 
wish to go straight to the coach 
park and drop passengers there. 
This arrangement applies 
particularly to coach loads of 
children who prefer to be dropped 
near the leisure facilities and the 
beach. 

I would also like to inform you 
that the town centre area in Whitby, 
including Dock End car park, is 


| currently undergoing a major 


redevelopment but, in any event, 
the council will maintain facilities 
for coaches to drop and pick up 
passengers at all times. 


M D Clements, 
Director of Technical Services, 
Scarborough Borough 
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TOURS UNTIL YOU 


TELL US. 


If you’re organising a tour or package 
to the 1990 National Garden Festival in 
Gateshead, the first people you should 
tell is us. Let us know right away and 
we'll pass on the details to the people 
who matter — your customers. That way 


we'll all be happy. 


Manager, 


Valley, Gateshead NE11 ONG. 
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Conversions and Showrooms at 
Crystal Industrial Park 
Barnby Dun Road, 
Doncaster 
Tel (0302) 328888 
FRANK BLOOM (Home) 
(0723) 583247 


CRYSTALS’ OWN CONVERSIONS 


LEYLAND DAF, diesel, 5-speed, 16 high back 
moquette seats, high-roof, radio/cassette, 4 
speakers, full soft trim, baggage racks, saloon 
heater, quad-vents, tinted windows. £17,250. 
Turbo Diesel available. 
Air Suspension available. 


TALBOT EXPRESS DIESEL, 15 seater, high 
back moquette seats, radio/cassette, 4 speak- 
ers, full soft trim, luggage racks, saloon 
heater, quad-vents. £15,250. 


CITROEN 25, diesel, 12 moquette seats, soft 
trim, radio. £9,950. 


FORD TRANSIT DIESEL, 16 seater, low back 
moquette seats, radio/cassette, saloon heater,. 
quad-vents. £15,575. 


TRANSIT COACHBUILT, 20 moquctte seats, 
full luxury spec. Please ring for full spec. 
£23,750. 


MERCEDES 609D, 20-26 high back moquette 
seats on tracking, full soft trim, radio/cassette, 
4 speakers, luggage racks, saloon heaters, 
quad-vents, tinted windows. £27,750. 
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WE CAN'T TELL 
YOUR CUSTOMERS 
ABOUT YOUR 


Contact Brian Kerslake, Travel Trade 
The National Garden 
Festival 90, Queensway North, Team 


Tel: 091 487 0722. Fax: 091 491 0759. 

NATIONAL 
CARDEN 

FESTIVAL 
Gateshead 1990 
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FOR GROUPS 


Wonderfully appealing at any time of the year, 
Jersey and Guernsey are just perfect for Group trips, 
excursions and Breaks. British Channel Island Ferries 
have an exciting choice of products and can help with 
your group's travel arrangements. Ask about our FREE 
places for groups.. 
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ONLY £15 RETURN 
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MINI-CRUISES ONLY £19 RETURN 
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2 nights B&B + ferry return 
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ISLAND BREAKS FROM £44 
== FERRY-ONLY ISLAND BREAKS 
q BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES WITH ACCOMMODATION 
: (0202) 681155 (0705) 667799 
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MIDI-COACH 
SALES LIMITED 


1981 MERCEDES 207, 12 moquette high back 
seats, radio, white exterior, blue interior, 
annual August °90. 

5 TRANSIT PETROL, 12 seater, non PSV 
minibuses from £600. 

1987 (E) FREIGHT ROVER, derv, 16 seater, 
high spec, Crystal conversion. £12,450. 


1987 FREIGHT ROVER 350, diesel, 18 seater, 


hi-spec, annual July °90, £10,750. 

1986 (C) FREIGHT ROVER, 16 seater, diesel, 
mog seats, annual Feb ‘91. £9,250. 

1986 (C) 608D, 23 high back seats, deep boot, 
Bristol dome, annual Sept °90. £15,950. 

1985 (C) MERCEDES 608, DIESEL, 25 seats, 
annual August "90. 

1985 (B) FORD TRANSIT 2.5, DI, 12 seater, 
annual Oct "90. £4,950. 

1984 (B) TRANSIT DIESEL, overdrive, 16 
high back moquette seats, hi-spec. £7,950. 
1983 BEDFORD CF, twin wheel, 12 seats, 
MoT | year. £2,750. 

1983 (Y) MERCEDES 508D, 19 seater, diesel, 
Mellors conversion, annual April 91. £10,950. 
1982 (Y) TRANSIT, 16 seater, annual May ‘91. 
£4,950. 

1989 (F) MERCEDES 407D, 15 seater diesel, 
Crystals conversion, speedo, annual Feb “91, 
low mileage. £17,500 


FROM POOLE - THE CLEARWAY PORT 


Showroom at 127 Dartford Road. 
Telephone (0322) 228538 
Contact Eric Yates or Dave Broad at Dartford 
or Eric Yates (home (0234) 218549 
or Dave Broad (home) (0634) 711178 


MERCEDES 609 D AUTOMATIC SWB, 20 
seater, high spec, on tracking, red exterior, 


red interior, Crystal conversion, coach rear 
end. £23,950. TO INCLUDE POWER 
DOOR £25,050. 

1989 MAZDA 2200 DIESEL, 14 seater PSV, 
made to measure, annual | year. £7,250 

1982 GOLF GTi, black cloth seats, 
radio/cassette, security system, MoT Dec 
1990. £2,250. 

1987 (E) FREIGHT ROVER, derv, 16 seater, 
high spec, CD conversion, annual July “90. 
£11,450. 

1983 (Y) TRANSIT, 12 seater, petrol, new 
engine, annual Sept 1990. £3,950. 


Ex-demo un-reg, Freight Rover 200 petrol, 
very high spec conversion, including headrest, 
reading light, mahogany wood capings, seat 
tracking £9,950 


PLEASE RING 
(0322) 228538 


and we will be pleased to send you 
our up-to-date stock list with 
Britain’s largest selection of new 
and second-hand mini coaches. 
FINANCE ARRANGED 


(31836/MB) 
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Better to have operators 
in the system SAYS jccnsine 


COMMISSIONEL 


HOUGH it may be legal to 

operate coaches outside the 
PSV system, a traffic 
commissioner has maintained that 
it is better for operators to be part 
of the system. 

North Western Traffic 
Commissioner Martin Albu said 
this when he granted a new 
national licence, authorising the 
operation of one vehicle, to P A 
and C Huddlestan, trading as 
Mavern Hotel, of Bispham, 
Blackpool. 

Dealing with convictions before 
the Fleetwood Magistrates for 
offences involving the 
unauthorised use of a coach, Mr 
Michael Waller, for the partners, 
said they had owned a hotel in 
Blackpool for eight years, during 
which time they had run a 
profitable business. At a previous 
hotel, the Huddlestans had hired 
coaches to pick up and return 
guests and to provide excursions 
for them. 

Due to the expense involved, 
they decided in 1987 to buy their 
own vehicle and operate it, 
providing similar facilities for the 
guests at their hotel. They 
telephoned the police in 
Blackpool, who indicated they 
required a Class Five licence but 
that a PSV operator’s licence was 
not required. Similar advice was 
obtained from the police at 
Preston. A vehicle was purchased 
and operations began. No charge 
was made to the guests for the pick 
up and return facility or for the 
excursions, and the Huddlestans 
thought that they were operating 
within the law. 

Mr Waller said that when the 
coach was stopped by a traffic 
examiner, he asked the vital 
question: where did the financing 
of the operation come from? The 
Huddlestans answered the hotel 
and the traffic examiner advised 
them that it would be better if they 
applied for a PSV operator’s 
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licence. They made a licence 
application in January 1990 and 
two weeks later they received 
summonses, each partner facing 
two charges of operating a coach 
without a PSV operator’s licence. 
They pleaded guilty, realising that 
the law had been broken, though 
not intentionally, and the 
Fleetwood Magistrates gave both 
partners an absolute discharge. 
The Huddlestans wished to 
apologise and only wished they 
had heeded the traffic examiner 


earlier. 

After Mr Albu said he could 
understand what had happened and 
that he thought that an issue could 
have been made out of it before the 
magistrates, Mr Waller said he felt 
that the partners might have been 
acquitted by the magistrates if they 
had pleaded not guilty. However, 
the prosecution had indicated that 
they would appeal to the 
Divisional Court in such 
circumstances. It was possible that 
that appeal might have succeeded 
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By Michael Jeweilil 


and it was not worth the expense 
involved to the Huddlestans. 


Maintenance problems cause 
licence cut for operator 


HE vehicle authorisation on 

the PSV operator’s licence 
held by Heanor, Derbyshire, based 
Cyril, Roy and Ivy Saxton, has been 
cut from six to five, and it has been 
renewed for a probationary period 
of one year, because of the firm’s 
maintenance history. 

The partners appeared at a 
Nottingham public inquiry before 
the Eastern Traffic Commissioner, 
Brigadier Compton Boyd, who said 
that the basis of the licensing 
system was road safety. A number 


| of prohibition notices had been 


issued during a maintenance 
investigation in March and some of 
the defects appeared to be of long 
standing. 

Department of Transport vehicle 
examiner Mr Peter Biggs said that 


| he had made an unannounced visit. 


He examined two vehicle on March 
9th, one on March 15th and one on 
March 16th, imposing two 
immediate prohibition notices, two 
delayed prohibition notices and two 
defect notices. A fifth vehicle had 
failed its annual test on March Sth 
for numerous items, many of which 
were of long standing. 

Inspection records were available 
for all the vehicles, but the 
condition of the vehicles did not 


correspond with the records. He 
suspected that the records were ‘tick 
exercises’ only. 

After Mr Ian Rothera, for the 
firm, had said that defects were 
repaired and then the record sheet 
ticked, rather than initially noting 
the defects down, Brigadier Boyd 
said that that was a very rum way of 
doing things. It left the operator 
wide open to the kind of 
conclusions reached by the vehicle 
examiner. 

Mr Biggs said that the operating 
centre was well laid out and was 
more than adequate for the number 
of vehicles operated. The workshop 
facilities were good and adequate 
staff were employed. However, the 
internal condition of the workshop 
left a lot to be desired, being dirty 
and cluttered with piles of rubbish. 

Annual test records showed that 
in December a vehicle required 
three visits to the test station before 
it passed its annual test. In January 
another vehicle also required three 
visits to obtain a pass, and a second 
vehicle failed its test the same 
month for 10 items. Nationally, the 
failure rate of buses at annual test 
was 23 per cent. 

He had made a further 
unannounced visit to the firm’s 


premises on May 9th, when he 
examined five vehicles, issuing 
three defect notices for a total of 
eight items. The partners had made 
an attempt to improve the quality of 
the fleet by purchasing some newer 
vehicles. However, he still had 
some doubts about the quality of the 
work undertaken. The bottom line 
was that the management of the 
facilities appeared to be lacking. 

In reply to Mr Rothera, Mr Biggs 
agreed that there had not been any 
convictions, nor any other 
prohibition notices issued, over the 
five year span of the licence. 

Mr Roy Saxton said that the 
vehicles had been regularly 
inspected on a monthly basis most 
of the time. There were very rare 
occasions when they had gone over 
by two or three days when they had 


_ been very busy at certain times of 


the year. 

He had been very shocked by the 
result of the fleet inspection. A 
decision was taken to trade in the 
older vehicles. Two vehicles had 
already been replaced and a third 
was due in the next week or so. The 
garage had been in the state that it 
had been as they had painted three 
vehicles and had had an engine out 
over a relatively short period of 
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time. He accepted that things had 
gone wrong, and as a result he had 
entered a contract with Saxton 
Commercial Vehicle Repairs, a firm 
run by his brother, Mr Barry 
Saxton, to carry out inspections and 
repairs. The partnership would 
continue to carry out its own 
inspections and repairs, and his 
brother’s firm would provide a final 
check, giving a double check 
system. That system had already 
been proved to work, as a vehicle 
had passed its annual test on first 
presentation the previous week. 

Mr Saxton said that his parents, 
the other partners, had not been 
well and the whole of the running 
of the business had fallen on to his 
shoulders. He had perhaps tried to 
do too much. 

In reply to Brigadier Boyd, he 
said that the vehicles were engaged | 
on schools and works contracts five 
days a week, and on private hire at 


| suspected that the 
| vehicles had been 


the weekends. They had operated 
some schools contracts for 35 years. 
One problem had been that the 
vehicles were getting older. They 
had now cut the fleet down from six 
to five, selling one of the vehicles to 
raise cash. They had been running 
five vehicles, with one spare. When | 
a driver had a heart attack last 
Christmas, they decided to cut the 
operation down to four vehicles, 
giving up a contract to Erewash 
Travel. The roads around Heanor 
were pretty appalling, and bolts 
were quite easily shaken loose. 

Mr Rothera said that the problem 
did not appear to be finance related. 
The prohibitions and annual test 
failures had come as a ‘bolt out of 
the blue’ after a trouble free history 
for five years. It had been quite 


Coachlines licence 


difficult to 
establish what it 
was that had gone 
wrong, and to 
know what to do 
about it. It had 
been a temporary 
‘blip’ in the firm’s 
history. 

Brigadier Boyd 
said that, on the 
debit side, it was 
absolutely clear 
that the 
maintenance 
performance had 
not matched the 
declarations made 
when the licence 
was granted. That 
was totally 
unacceptable. He 


too old and, 
linked with a lack 
of expertise, it led 
to problems 
arising. As a 
result of that lack 
of expertise, the partners had not 


| recognised a failing situation. 


On the credit side, he noted the 


| previous good maintenance history. 


He also noted that Mr Saxton had 
been staggered by the results of the 
vehicle examiner’s inspection. That 


| was an encouraging sign. A new 
| contract had been arranged and put 


in place, and he noted that for the 
first time in several months a 
vehicle had got through its annual 
test on the first occasion. The proof 
of the pudding was in the eating. He 
also noted that the business had 
been restructured and that two 


duration cut 


HE duration of the PSV 

operator’s licence held by 
Coachlines UK Ltd, of Kirkham, 
was cut, so that it now expires on 
December 31st, when the 
company appeared at disciplinary 
proceedings before the North 
Western Traffic Commissioner, 
Mr Martin Albu. 

The company holds a licence 
authorising the operation of four 
vehicles. The case had earlier 
been adjourned for the production 
of up to date accounts, Mr Albu 
indicating at that time that he 
proposed taking no action against 
the company’s licence, other than 
to record a warning, should those 
accounts prove to be satisfactory. 
The company had been called 
before the Commissioner because 
of its maintenance record. 
(Coachmart, January 11th.) 
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When the hearing resumed, the 
company’s managing director, Mr 
Melvin Green explained that the 
accounts were still not available 
due to difficulties caused by the 
illness of his wife, who had been 
responsible for the company’s 
bookkeeping. 

Mr Green said that a third 
vehicle was now on the road and 
a fourth was due to go through its 


| annual test in July. He felt that the 


standard of maintenance of the 
company’s vehicles was 
improving. 

Cutting the duration of the 
licence, Mr Albu said that when it 
fell due for renewal at the end of 
the year he would want full 
financial details. He felt that the 
company might well be wise to 
seek advice about the 
administration of its business. 


enna 
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newer vehicles had been acquired. 
He felt that the firm still had a 
future, but he was reducing the 
authorisation to five vehicles, as he 
doubted their ability to maintain six. 
Brigadier Boyd indicated that he 
would want an up to date resume of 


| the financial position in a year’s 
time. 


Legislation 
update 


EW regulations 

governing the conduct of 
coach and bus passengers take 
effect from June 1. 

Of greatest note, the new 
rules continue to prevent 
drivers from making 
sightseeing commentaries. But 
the blanket ban on drivers 
speaking has been relaxed to 
permit brief announcements 
about the next bus stop of 
scheduled services. 

Inspectors, as well as drivers 
and conductors, are now 
banned from smoking on 
coaches and buses. 

Blind people now have a 
right in law to bring guide dogs 
on to buses. 

Passengers will also be 
banned from playing a radio or 
cassette player so loudly that it 
prevents other passengers from 
enjoying their journey. 

@ The Public Service Vehicle 
(Conduct of Drivers, 
Inspectors, Conductors and 
Passengers) Regulations 1990 
(statutory instrument 1020/90) 
replace 1936 PSV regulations. 
Offenders face fines of up to 
£400. 


Absolute discharge 


for operator 
‘Hdoodwinked’ by 


driver 


OTTINGHAM operators 

Greenway Coaches were 
given absolute discharges on a 
series of offences involving the 
employment of an unlicensed and 
unqualified driver, and the use of 
vehicles without insurance, after 
the City’s Magistrates were 
satisfied that the firm had been 
‘hoodwinked’ by the driver 
concerned. 

Prosecuting for the Eastern 

Traffic Area, Mrs Caroline 


| Holden said that Mr Trevor 


Farmer, of Gilpet Lane, 
Nottingham, had obtained work 
with the firm as a driver after 
falsely claiming that he held a 
PSV driving icence. The firm had 
accepted what Mr Farmer had 
said, without asking to see either 
his ordinary driving licence or his 
PSV driving licence. As Mr 
Farmer was unqualified, the 


insurance cover for the vehicles 
that he drove was invalid. 

Mr Farmer had never held a full 
licence of any description, said 
Mrs Holden. The only licence he 
had held was a provisional 
ordinary licence, and that had 
expired in 1975. 

For the firm, it was said that 
they had been ‘hoodwinked’, 
accepting what Mr Farmer had 
said in good faith. They realised 
that they had been naive and they 
now required drivers to produce 


| both their ordinary driving licence 


and their PSV driving licence, 
before taking them on. 

Mr Farmer was fined a total of 
£500, and disqualified from 
driving for two years, for driving 
without a licence, driving public 
service vehicles without a PSV 
driving licence, and driving 
vehicles without insurance. 
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AUCTIONS © 


AST week’s bus and coach 
auction found buyers for 18 
out of the 42 coaches on 
sale. The sale, at ADT’s 
Belle Vue auction centre, 
Manchester, raised £134,716 
from 27 service buses, and the 
coach sale totalled £139,700. 

Riding on the successful first 
dedicated bus and coach sale on 
March 12, the second auction had 
the added attraction of spare parts 
put under the hammer on behalf 
of Yorkshire Rider. Top price 
went to a 1985 Duple bodied 
Bova Calypso at £31,250. 

A full range of coaches was 
offered by vendors, but many 
failed to reach reserve prices. 
Notable vehicles failing to find 
buyers were two G registered 
Scania K93/Duple 320s and an F 
reg Setra. Attention was drawn to 
two Metroliner double deck 
coaches from Eastern Scottish. 
Although provisional at first, bids 
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The three-year-old Metroliner 
sold for £18,500. 
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| Bolt, expressing satisfaction with 


| average of £3,000 for the other 


Only two of these coaches found a buyer at auction. 


Knock-down prices 


of £18,500 and £9,500 were 
accepted for the 1987 and 1984 
coaches. 

It is believed that some deals 
were being struck outside the 
auction ring, but ADT’s 
Commercial Manager, Derek 


Mike Morgan reports on last week’s bus and 
coach auction in Manchester. 


disappointed at either 
unsuccessful bids or overpricing 
of particularly attractive vehicles. 

Minibuses outsold coaches. 
The majority were D registered 
Sherpas which ranged in price 
from £1,450 to £3,500. Three 
Iveco 49.10 Daily found buyers - 
the highest price going toaG 
registered bus at £14,500. 

Somewhat out of place was a 
1988 Volkswagen Caravelle, sold | 
for £5,600. 

Twenty-seven service buses 
sold, including three single 
| deckers. Bargains for local 
| service included a V registered 


the outcome, commented: *We 
are pleased with the response, and 
we are encouraged by its 
success’. Bolt hinted at regular 
quarterly auctions, but was 
unable to confirm a probable date 
in August. 

Coach entries and sales were 
down on the first auction when 26 
of the 53 lots found buyers. 

Of the coaches sold the 
majority were standard 
specification vehicles over ten 
years old. One of two tidy Duple- 
bodied 57-seat 1980 Leyland 
Leopards fetched £12,500. This 
compared with £11,000 paid for a 
similar vehicle at the March sale, | 
but proved to be an exceptional | 
price when placed alongside an 


ee i 

Much interest was shown in this 
Bedford, converted to a mobile 
home, which failed to reach its 
reserve. 


three Leopards to find buyers. 

The final lot, number 1041, a 
1981 Volvo B58 with Duple 
bodywork in National Express 
livery, was gratefully knocked 
down for £16,500. 

Registered buyers had to 
deposit £500 as an expression of 
interest. A patient queue 
developed at 3.30pm to reclaim 
unused monies. Those collecting 
redundant cheques were 


: wine ’ ; = : 
Some of the spare parts sold by ADT at last week’s auction. 
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Top price was paid for this Bova Duple Calypso. 


elle Vue 


Leyland National sold for £1,050, | But when you 


COACH PRICES AT THE 
ADT AUCTION 


and a 1973 Leyland Atlantean consider it must have 
purchased for £900. Special cost £150,000 new, it 
requirements were satisfied by was bloody cheap. It AEC 
two Bristol Lodekka buses, with had the full spec, 1977 Plaxton £4,450 
one equipped for driver training after all. 1978 Plaxton £4,600 
sold for a highest bid of £3,000. ‘The dealers I met 
Mick Strafford, partner in seemed quite happy Bedford 
Northern Bus, said he believed about the auction. 1975 PJK £3,000 
auctions are an indication of the They said it was a 1976 Plaxton £1,800 
real worth of vehicles, albeit good way to meet all 1977 Dominant £3,050 
without a guarantee: ‘They are a prospective 1978 Plaxton £4,000 
very good way of doing away customers in one 
with the middle man. Auctions place. It’s a good Bristol 
can virtually guarantee a social gathering.’ 1974 Plaxton £1,700 
purchaser, and any tested vehicle 
will achieve the base level price. This AEC coach Bova i 
‘The Setra, which achieved a was sold to a 1985 Calypso £31,250 
highest bid of £75,000, was one highest bid of 
of the most expensive vehicles. £4,450. Ford 
1978 Plaxton £1,900 
1988 Transit £8,550 
Iveco 
1987 49.10 Daily £9,700 
Leyland 
1976 Duple £2,400 
1978 Duple £3,300 
1980 Duple £12,500 
1981 Willowbrook £3,000 
MCW 
1984 Metroliner £9,500 
1987 Metroliner £18,500 
Volvo 
4 f Poe : ks 1981 Duple £16,500 
Vehicles spanning 30 years of coaching went under the hammer. 
23 
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Blue Coach fleet is young at heart 


HERE’S nothing subtle 
about the facade of Blue 
Coach Tours in Jersey. Bold, 
hand-painted boards 
announce island excursions in 
almost fairground style and, 
together with the beach balls and 
candy floss on sale across the 
road, complete a picture of the 
traditional seaside resort. 

The tourists stop at the booking 
kiosk, pay for trips to the zoo, or 
the underground hospital, and 
move on. Coach operators are 
more likely to hang around the 
forecourt, watching the ten-year- 
old Duple Dominants come and go 
and wondering how Blue Coaches 
keep them going. 

But like the facade, it’s a veneer. 
Every vehicle looks old, but in 
mileage terms is a tenth its age. 
The speed limit is 40 mph, often 
less, the island is quite small, and 
Blue Coaches’ oldest coach has 
clocked up just 100,000 miles. 

Island life for Blue Coach Tours 
managing director John Sawyer 
makes his operation pretty much 
unique. No coaches are allowed on 
Jersey - apart from the indigenous 
ones - and vehicles are restricted 
to a length of 31 feet 6 inches, and 
width of 7 feet 6 inches. Fuel is 
duty free, so the usual rationale in 
using diesel doesn’t apply. Out of 
17 Bedford-chassis Duple 
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Mainland operators may use twelve-year-old | 
coaches for their school contracts, but for Jersey 
operator Blue Coach Tours, they are the mainstay 
of a 35-vehicle fleet. Mark Williams discovers why 


they are still going strong. 


Dominants, 14 run on petrol. 

Other costs are equally low. 
Annual road tax, which runs 
January to December, is £49.50... 
though Sawyer is anxious to point 
out that it can be as much as £56. 
There’s a seating tax and annual 
inspection fee which he confesses 
is cheap. There are no 
tachographs. 

On the minus side, there is a 
great deal to complicate the 
operation - complications which 
have grown with Jersey’s 
popularity as a holiday resort from 
the early days when Blue Coach 
Tours began, at the turn of this 
century. 

St Aubin’s Motor Company was 
a family concern which moved 
into St Helier in the 1920s. By 
1924, it had adopted the blue 
livery which was to give the fleet 
its name. They were halcyon days 


| when coaches were truck chassis 
| bodied by the local workshop, and 
| fitted with leather seats. 


Cloth caps and tweed jackets 
were the order of the day for the 


ms. 


MD John Sawyer. 


passengers, and wicker picnic 
baskets lined the aisles. Some of 
the most popular events were 
sports days on the beach, when 
200 Victorian tourists were hosted 
by Blue Coach Tours’ 
mechanic/driver. A week’s stay in 
the hotel was £7 17s 6d, which 
included transport to and from the 
steamer. 

The Sawyers’ involvement in 
Blue Coach Tours was ongoing 
until the ‘70s, when the business 
was sold to coal importers 
Renwicks, who also owned the 


Allen Travel Bureau. It remained 
with Renwicks until 1984, when 
again it came on the market. The 
Sawyer family were unable to buy 
it, so in 1984 it went to the Guiton 
Group - who also produce the 


| local newspapers. It looked as if 


John Sawyer, then managing the 
firm, would never assume 
autonomous control. 

The opportunity finally arose 
when Sawyer got the financial 
backing of major hotel chain 
owners Brian Tanguy and 
Jonathon Seagal. They provided 
75 percent of the capital, and a 
Sawyer was once again at the 
helm of Blue Coach Tours. Only 
now and then does he question the 
wisdom of his decision. 

“We are now Jersey’s third 


| largest operator,’ John told me as 
| we Sat in his busy office. ‘During 
| the summer, we employ 55 people 


full time, but have to prune down 
to 15 for the winter months.’ 

The fleet is now 20 coaches and 
14 minibuses. The latest fleet 
additions are three 41-seater 
Leyland Swifts, bodied by 
Wadham Stringer, which Sawyer 
rates highly. While there’s 
something of a price contrast 
between them and the Dominants - 
in 1978, he paid £17,500 for a new 


| Dominant - the tiny turning circle 
| means they can outmanoeuvre his 
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VW Devon minibuses, and in the 
single-lane roads of Jersey, that’s a 
big bonus. 

The minibus fleet is 14 vehicles, 
the VWs making up the majority 
but two Renault 17-seaters provide 
variety. The minis make the ideal 
hotel courtesy buses, and provide 
for outings to the restaurants and 
pubs. 

‘Most of our vehicles come 
from the mainland, because that’s 
where the choice is,’ Sawyer says, 
though he has to specify low-gear 
axles to cope with Jersey’s hills. 
“We always buy new vehicles, and 
maintain them rigorously. That 
way, they last. There’s still one of 
my old Bella Vegas running round 
the island carrying a French 
exchange student group.’ 

Like all coach companies, Blue 
Coach Tours depends on its people 
to get business. The drivers, 
Sawyer believes, are an example 
to many of his competitors of how 
things should be done. When the 
coaches turn up at the airport or 
ferryport to pick up a group, they 
stand out, since they are the 
among the only Jersey drivers in 
uniform. 

‘Image is, I believe, important. 
The uniform gives the driver 
confidence when he is dealing 
with even the most upmarket 
clientelle. He looks and feels 
businesslike,’ says Sawyer. 

Despite the lack of tachographs, 
there is a good deal of red tape for 
prospective drivers to deal with. 
The standard UK badge is useless 
in Jersey. Drivers first have to sit 
the island’s HGV test, then the 
PSV test, then - and hardest of all 
- the island knowledge test which 
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enables them to navigate the 
stone-walled lanes which lace 
between buildings and fields. 

But the end result is drivers who 
are workaholic: ‘The drivers aren’t 
at the wheel for long, in fact. They 
work a basic five-day week, but 
many want to work all the hours 
going. At the moment, they are on 
a £153 basic, but they can easily 
double this with overtime and 
gratuities.” 

Financial wizards - even the 
moderately numerate - are 
snapped up by the massive 
banking interests on Jersey, so 
Sawyer has to look hard for good 
office staff. He has around eight 
during the summer. In fact, the 
banks are so desperate for 
employees that most fly London 
staff over to the island on long- 
term loan, putting them up at 
hotels or in guest houses bought 
by the bank. Not that property is 
easy to come by. 

A glance at Bergerac may 
convince you that Jersey would be 
a nice place to live. Sadly, an 
outsider is very unlikely to be able 
to buy property, and even Jersey's 
residents are vetted, and given 
‘appropriate’ houses. There’s a 
moratorium on office building, 
part of Jersey’s adopted ‘no 
growth’ policy forced by the 
cramped space. And that property 
which is for sale is not cheap. 
Sawyer’s own house cost around 
£40,000 in the ‘70s. Now he 
reckons it’s worth £250,000. 

Currently, most of Blue Coach 
Tours’ work is with the 21,000 
tourists who invade the island 


| every week of the summer. Apart 


from the radio and computer- 


controlled shuttle and transfer 
work, excursions and tours, 
Sawyer offers private hire. An 
increasing amount of work comes 
from corporate travel - 
conferences and incentive trips 
from the mainland. 

‘It’s my personal feeling that the 
hotel trade is contracting. A lot of 
this has to do with the congestion 
on the island. The island simply 
can’t absorb all the cars, delays 
become common, and customers 
drift off,” he says. 

Much of this is due to the huge 
number of hire cars on Jersey. 
They are very cheap, but not 
because they have an easy life. In 
fact, the cars are all apprentices 
for auctions on the mainland. 
Shipped to the UK as secondhand, 
with just 1,000 miles on the clock, 
they attract tax benefits for major 
car companies. It has little, if 
anything, to do with car hire. 

‘The problem of cars will have 
to be taken more seriously in 
future. At one time, road tax was 
higher for big cars. It hasn’t gone 
up to match increased earnings.’ 

Outside Blue Coach Tours, a 
Ferrari was parked. Registered and 
run on Jersey, it will never be able 
to go over 40 mph - the roads 
aren't good enough - and it would 
have to be hoisted on to a ferry 
thanks to its low ground clearance, 
which will not allow it to negotiate 
the ferry ramps. It is simply a 
hobbled status symbol. 

Luxury coaches are a different 
matter, though. Sawyer can 
envisage a time when he will have 
to upgrade from the relatively 
simple Wadham Stringer bodies: 
‘On the mainland, there is 


ean | 
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| mileage in them. 


increasing demand for better 
coaches, and I’m sure we will 
eventually have to update our fleet 
to meet that requirement. 

“But with journey times so 
short, we don’t really need videos, 
toilets or a hostess. Air 
conditioning may be a genuine 
improvement.’ 

Time will catch up with Blue 
Coach Tours’ coach station, too. 
The rented site, in Colomberie just 
outside St Helier, is becoming 
more expensive: “Sooner or later 
we'll be ousted from St Helier, 
and we’ll have to find another 
garage facility. Jersey has little 
space available, and most is 
owned by established Jersey 
families,’ Sawyer says. 

But he is optimistic about the 
holiday market on Jersey, though 
the future may not lie with the 
traditional seaside crowd: ‘In the 
long term, we will continue with 
our existing customers. We are 
often near capacity even in this 
static market. 

‘Expansion, I think, lies in 
encouraging tourism further into 
the spring and autumn ‘shoulder 
months’.” 

Sawyer, through his connection 
with the Modern Hotel chain and 
other contacts, will be ready when 
and if the conference and 
incentive market expand into 
winter. 

Meanwhile, the petrol motors of 
his Duple Dominants will spend 
the blissful summer whisking 
excursion passengers along the 
dusty lanes of Jersey. The candy- 
floss customers are a little like the 
coaches - there’s still a lot of 
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PARABOLIC SPRINGS AIR SUSPENSION UNITS U-BOLTS 


For virtually every commercial vehicle Most of the popular springs and air Huge stocks of popular 


and trailer where specified, including bellows are available. applications — non- 
buses and trailers. standards made to sample 
or drawing within 24 hours. 


MULTI-LEAF 
SPRINGS 2 Nhitaeaee= 
Pr he largest off- 

obably the largest SZ BRAKE DRUMS 


the-shelf stocks in Britain, 
covering most UK and One of the best assorted 


ACCESSORIES Continental trucks, buses stocks of off-the-shelf brake 
Large range of rubber and trailers. Also drums in the UK — all the 
suspension blocks, emergency 24-hour popular UK and Continental 
rubber bushing, shackle manufacturing service for makes of truck, bus and 
pins and bushing. new or reconditioning. trailer. 


air bags, U-bolts and bushes 


G.M.E. SPRINGS COVENTRY G.M.E. SPRINGS BIRMINGHAM 
Boston Place; Foleshill, Unit 8; Whitworth Ind. Park, 
Coventry CV6 5NN. Tilton Road, Small Heath, 

Tel: 0203 66491 1-688447. Birmingham B9 4PP. 

Fax: 0203 663020 Tel: 021-771 4348 


G.M.E. SPRINGS SHEFFIELD 
MLE. G.M.E. SPRINGS BRADFORD 

as Lepage 7 Bolling Road; Bradford, 

eretiaee Ai Kes West Yorkshire BO4 7ST. 
field o2 SNH: Tel: 0274 725098 


Tel: 0742 731818. 
Fax: 0742 725426 ‘ BRADFORD 


G.M.E. SPRINGS SCOTLAND @ 


G.M.E. SPRINGS MANCHESTER Block 4, Unit 3; e 


Unit 10; Enterprise Park, Dundyvan Ind. Estate, 

Reliance Street off Oldham Rd, Coatbridge, Strathclyde, MANCHESTER 
Newton Heath, Manchester Scotland ML5 4AQ. 

M10 OAL. Tel: 0236 22596. 


Tel: 061 683 5753 Fax: 0236 40698 


SHEFFIELD 

BIRMINGHAM 

a) 
COVENTRY 


SPRINGS 
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Black Country World 


NDUSTRIAL heritage 
museums can be as popular 
coach excursion destinations 
as beaches or country lanes. 

Black Country World in Dudley, 
a town once at the very heart of 
the nation’s industrial might, 
brings the past together in a 
unique and rewarding tour. Within 
a couple of miles of each other 
you can visit Dudley Castle and its 
well-established zoo, the award- 

‘winning Black Country Museum, 
with its spectacular canal tunnel 
and limestone caverns and the 
futuristic Geochrom, a tropical 
glass palace full of exotic plants, 
fruit, fish and butterflies. 

The showpiece Black Country 
Museum is entered via an old 
factory frontage and, once through 
you can either walk down to the 
Village, passing a full scale 
working replica of Thomas 
Newcomen’s ‘fire engine’, built in 
1712, and the Racecourse Colliery, 
typical of the type of small coal 
pits found all over the Midlands at 
one time, or you can ride down on 
the 1920 single deck electric 
tramcar which runs regularly from 
the entrance to the Village. 

Just outside the Village is the 
Tilted Cottage, first built in the 
early 19th century, but since 

, dismantled and rebuilt brick by 

‘brick in its subsided form and 
decorated and furnished in original 
turn-of-the-century style. Opposite 
is a 1846 Toll House. 

In the Museum Village, at the 
northern end of the tram route, 
buildings from throughout the 
Black Country have been brought 
together to show the living and 
working conditions in the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries. 

Approached over the 1879 
Canal Street Bridge which once 
stood in Wolverhampton, the 
general store, glasscutter 
workshop, chainmaker’s house 
and chemist’s shop all date from 
the 1880s. The 1837 chapel sits 
opposite the ironmonger’s shop 
and the Bottle and Glass Inn 
where you can sit and sup a pint 
surrounded by memorabilia of the 

_past. All the houses and shops 
have demonstrators, in period 
dress, painting a vivid picture to 
visitors of how the families 
occupying the dwellings would 
have lived at the time. 

But the highlight of the 
fascinating Museum is ‘Into the 
Thick’, a £1 million recreation of 
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mining life as it was in the 1850s. 
Visitors are invited to don pit 
helmets, carry a dimly- lit torch to 
signify candle power, and descend 
into 200 metres of underground 
tunnels laid in the form of a “Ten 
Yard Seam’, the traditional 
coalface found in the Midlands 
during the Industrial Revolution. 

Over 600 pit props, 200 tons of 
hand-delivered stone, 22 lifesize 
models of working miners and 
state-of-the-art special effects, 
simulating creaking pit props, 
blasting operations and a coal fall 
from the roof, combine to make 
this a chillingly realistic 
experience. 

At the edge of the village, but 
operating as a separate attraction, 
is the canal boat tour of the 
Dudley Tunnel, part of the 
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| The New Geochrom at Dudley Zoo. 


Barbara Millar visits Black Country World as 
we turn our focus inland this week to look at 
three developing attractions in the industrial West 
Midlands. 


network of canals in the Black 
Country providing transport, 
initially from the limestone mines 
and later to carry a wide variety of 


| raw materials and manufactured 


goods. 

A tour of the spectacular 
caverns, together with a 
demonstration of ‘legging’ 
(propelling the boat by lying down 
and walking along the tunnel 
walls) and an audio visual 
presentation on the history of the 
area in the massive Singing 
Cavern, takes about three-quarters 
of an hour. 

Almost in the centre of Dudley 
is Dudley Zoo and its imposing 
hill-top Castle, built over 900 
years ago and now largely ruined. 
The recently refurbished zoo, set 
in beautiful natural woodlands, is 


home to a large and varied 
collection of animals from all over 
the world. 

Other attractions include a 
chairlift from the entrance, 
Adventureland, a playground for 
younger children, and the Land 
Train, providing transport from the 
main entrance to the centre of the 
zoo and on up to the Castle. At the 
Castle an audio visual 
presentation, housed in the eerie 


| Chapel Undercroft, reveals the 


exciting story of the Castle’s 
turbulent history. 

The latest addition to the Black 
Country World is the Geochrom, 
billed as the zoo of the 21st 
century. A £1 million glass 
structure houses an exotic 
combination of flora and fauna, 
including Nile crocodiles, together 
with an exhibition explaining the 
story of evolution from 400 
million years ago. 

Visitors enter the Geochrom 


| either directly from the zoo car 


park, or from the zoo itself and the 
entrance fee is included in the 
zoo’s price. You go into the 
exhibition through a hall where 
lifesize models and sophisticated 
light and sound techniques 
recreate pre-historic ages, passing 
on a time journey to the present 
day and beyond, with a quick 
glimpse into the future. The vistor 
then emerges, beneath a waterfall, 
into the tropical garden where lush 
plants and colourful butterflies 


| proliferate in a temperature- 


controlled environment of 80F. 


BLACK COUNTRY WORLD 


- AT A GLANCE 


CONTACT N R: 021-520 
5321, Margaret Jones 


Black Country Museum 


WHERE: A4037 Tipton Road, 
outside Dudley (use M5 junction 2) 


_ Canal tour only by A4123 
_ Wolverhampton-Birmingham road. 


PARKING: Plenty on site and on 
field above canal tour site. 


DISABLED ACCESS: Good. 
Portable ramps for access to 
buildings: wide doorways for 
wheelchairs. 


WHEN: 10am to 5pm all week, all 


| year. 
_ Canal tour ali week March- 


November 10am to 4.15pm. 
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GROUP RATES (parties of 20-plus): 
Adults £3.25, pensioners £2.75, 
children £2.50. Canal tour £1.50 per 
adult, £1.10 children and pensioners. 


CATERING: Stables restaurant 
provides tea (35p), coffee 
(55p),sandwiches from £1.05 and 
traditional Black Country supper for 
£3.10. Waitress-service three-course 
lunch costs from £8, 


TOILETS: Entrance building and 
Stables restaurant. Includes facilities 
for disabled. 


Dudley Zoo 


WHERE: A4037 in Dudley. (Use M5 
junction 2) 


PARKING: Plenty on site. 


DISABLED ACCESS: Disabled 
welcome, but site is very hilly and 
many routes have steps. 


WHEN: Daily 10am to 4.30pm 
summer, 10am to 3.30pm winter. 


GROUP RATES (parties of 15-plus): 
Adults £2.25, children (3-15) £1.25. 


CATERING: Queen Mary cafeteria 
and Safari Fish Bar sell tea (30p) and 
coffee (45p), sandwiches from 75p, 
children’s menus from £1.20, adult 
meals (e.g. egg and chips, fish and 
chips) from £1.59. 


TOILETS: Queen Mary cafeteria 
and around site. Includes facilities 
for disabled. 
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OR years, Cadbury’s opened | 
its Bourneville factory to 
visitors but, by the late-1960s,so | 
many were taking advantage of 

the facility that production was 
being disrupted and the company 
stopped accepting group visits. 
This year, it welcomes visitors 
back to the site when it opens 
Cadbury World, a purpose 
designed visitor centre with 


TOURISM 


IN BRIEF 


@ THE THAMES Barrier visitor centre has opened a carvery, four nights 
a week, as it anticipates increasing demand this summer. The carvery 
restaurant is the cafeteria, which will be transformed on Wednesday to 
Saturday from 7-10pm. Price of a meal is £6.95, with children’s portions 
at £3.50. Dates set for the raising of the Barrier for testing are June 11, 
July 10, August 8, all from around 9am to 12pm, and a full day on 


October 7. 


@ HERTFORDSHIRE hotel Down Hall is offering a £35 half board 
rate to coach operators this summer. The Bishop’s Stortford luxury 
hotel is sufficiently ‘English’ to be attractive to incoming tourists. It 
has a leisure club, pool, 110 acres of grounds, croquet, putting and a 


snooker table. Contact 0279 731441. 


@ PLEASUREWOOD Hills in Suffolk is offering free entry to customers 
who are upset by bad behaviour at the theme park. If louts have spoiled a 
day out, says Pleasurewood Hills, a letter about the incident will get a free 


ticket by return. 


@ PORTSMOUTH’S Hotel Arcade is offering bed and breakfast at 
special weekend rates of only £17.50, based on a shared twin room. 
The 144-bed hotel offers singles for £25 a night, with these rates 


negotiable by group organisers. 


@ A THIRD Sealink ship on the Harwick-Hook of Holland route will 
release the St Nicholas and Koningin Beatrix for greater capacity and more 
passenger work. Freighter Stena Seatrader is already serving the route. 


Cadbury World will be open in August. 


adbury World all se 


exhibition, demonstration and 
sales areas. 
The organisers have drawn on 


| the experience of Granada 


Studios’ Tour in Manchester to 
plan this attraction and are 
confident that it will be one of the 


| country’s major tourist 


destinations by 1992, when it 
hopes to handle 400,000 visitors. 
Granada has attracted a million 
visitors in two years. 


Cadbury World is not yet ready, 


but will be open for group parties 
by August 17, if not sooner. That 
leaves time for coach operators to 
include it in late school holiday 


0 open 


and August bank holiday tours 
programmes. 
Already, over 40,000 visitors 


| have booked for this year and 


more for next year. 

The site has a main exhibition 
area telling the history of 
chocolate and of Cadbury’s, a 
demonstration area showing the 
production process of chocolate, 
an alternative exhibition of 
Cadbury’s memorabilia and 
chocolate and gift shops. 

There are plans for special 
Christmas, Easter, Valentine’s 


| Day, Mother’s Day and Father’s 


Day events. 


CADBURY WORLD - AT A GLANCE 


CONTACT NUMBER: 021-433 4334, Monday-Friday 8.30am-4.30pm 


WHERE: Signposted from M5 junction 4 (northbound) and junction 2 
(southbound). A38 Bristol Road from central Birmingham (follow 


Bromsgrove signs to Selly Oak). 


PARKING: Free on site. Drivers’ rest room/TV lounge on site and drivers 
receive discounts/vouchers for retail areas. 


DISABLED ACCESS: Wheelchair access to all parts except viewing gallery 


in exhibition area. 


WHEN: 10am to 5.30pm Monday-Saturday; noon to 6pm Sundays. 


GROUP RATES (parties of 20-plus): Adults £3.37; children £2.47; school — 


groups £2.25 per child. 


CATERING: 160-seat self-service restaurant selling snacks and meals : 
chocolate specialities. Group meals should be booked in advance. 


TOILETS: On site and including facilities for disabled. 
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HE Gateshead Metro Centre 

has proved that massive 
shopping centres are a magnet for 
coach excursions. 

Now, the Merry Hill Centre, on 
the old Round Oak steel works site 
in Brierley Hill, is going all out to 
attract coach parties from the end 
of next month. 

It has just completed a 250- 
vehicle coach park which opens in 
late June, along with a £20 million 
Swiss-built monorail system which 
will connect the coach park to the 
other key parts of the 200 acre site. 
The monorail adds a Disneyworld 
image to a shopping centre which 
already boasts 16 restaurants and 
cafes and a wide variety of 
musicians and entertainers hired to 
make shopping more than a chore. 


Sees 
Merry Hill Centre a coach magnet 


Merry Hill is already home to 
most major British retailers and 
adds a Marks and Spencers to its 
portfolio later this year. It also has 
a 10-screen cinema and there are 
well advanced plans to develop the 


| canalside area into a business and 


leisure development. There could 
even be a £100 million tower if 
surveys show this can be built 
safely. 

And British Waterways has just 
announced plans to re-open the 
Dudley Canal Tunnel next year, a 
move which will link Merry Hill 
with the Black Country World 
attractions. 

Marketing manager Alistair 
Fulton says a major emphasis at 


| Merry Hill is on quality shopping. 
| The latest phases use Sicilian 


BUS AND COACH 


NEW 


marble, treated in Texas, to create 
an impressive effect and the whole 


| site is patrolled constantly to keep 
| unruly elements off the site. 


“We get families here. Children 


| can wander around without fear of 


threat,” he says. 

Cleaning staff work around the 
clock, there are toilet facilities 
throughout the centre and 150 
wheelchairs are available for free 


| use by shoppers. Operators may 
| phone in advance for wheelchairs 


to be provided in the coach park. 
All toilets have disabled access and 


baby changing rooms. 


Up to 100 coaches already visit 


| Merry Hill each week, but the 


centre is now promoting itself to 
operators throughout the country. 
All coach parking is free, drivers 
will be provided with a rest room 
with TV and soft furnishings and 
will be given a meal voucher. 
Operators need not book in 
advance to visit Merry Hill, but 
advance notice will help the centre 
send information to them in 
advance. Each coach will be met 
by a Merry Hill staff member who 
will provide passengers with 
information on the facilities 
available and will escort them to 


Family shopping made safe. 


the monorail station. Wheelchairs 
can be carried on the monorail. 

Within two months, Fulton plans 
to have discount voucher packs 
available for coach passengers, 
offering special prices on goods 
sold in shops and restaurants in the 
centre. 


MERRY HILL CENTRE - 
AT A GLANCE 


CONTACT NUMBER: 0384 265377, 


Joe Green 


WHERE: A4036 Pedmore Road, 
Brierley Hill (use M5 junction 2) 


WHEN: Monday-Wednesday/Friday 
10am-8pm Thursday 10am-9pm 


“ENTERPRISE” 


THE NO COMPROMISE MIDI 


DIRECT LINE 


0302 890990 


Europa (Coaches) Ltd 
Wheatley Hall Road 
Doncaster DN2 4PE 


Tel. 0302 369351 
Fax Ext 246 


Telex 547 322 
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The latest vehicle in the fleet of S. o- Buss of Sédertalje is a Scania-engined Neoplan Spaceliner with a seating plan arrang 
optimum comfort. 


DES WITH STYLE 


ed to offer 


N mid-March Lars Oqvist, | A Swedish operator has valuable lessons to offer — specified. 
owner of S-O Buss, a highly : - He says the combination of 
specialised coach business at the UK industry, but is walking away from cut- Neoplan body engineering and 
Sodertalje, south-west of throat pricing and is setting up an operators’ Scania engines is the best in 
Stockholm, cut the tape for the eae . . Swedish coach travel. S-O Buss 
first vehicle to enter a new association. Bill Godwin reports. carries Out most of its own 
purpose-built eight-bay garage maintenance having based a 
and workshop which considerably | travel agents and decided first Neoplans to be imported into | number of vehicles at the 
enhances the efficiency of his henceforth to explore the Sweden, a Jonckheere double- | premises of the local Scania 
operation. potential of offering private hire deck coach as well as a 1981 dealer before the new garage was 
The new facilities are a fitting and group travel facilities tailored | Ikarus-bodied Scania dual ready. 
milestone in the progress of an to the precise requirements of his | purpose vehicle now primarily For smaller parties and feeder 
enterprise in which service and clients. assigned to local schools work. services, S-O Buss uses a VW-LT 
resourcefulness have been Over the years, his high In 1988, S-O Buss bought what | 45-based Auwarter mini-coach, 
outstanding features in the 15 standard luxury coaches, staffed | is now regarded as the flagship of | again with fewer seats than 


years since its inception. by multi-lingual drivers, have the operation, a Neoplan three- | normal. Driver quality is of 
Lars Oqvist quit teaching to attracted an impressive list of axle Spaceliner with a seating major concern to this operator 
run coaches. He had qualified as | customers including many | plan arranged to offer maximum whose contracts with prestige 
an engineer and was a PSV household names in Swedish | comfort and space. Based on the industrial concerns frequently 
enthusiast. Lars and his friend industry. | Operating experience and superb | involve the movement of foreign 
Nils-Sture Sandberg (later to The fleet now includes Scania-_ | performance of earlier vehicles, a | visitors, without any knowledge 
| of Swedish, and the responsibility 


become the ‘S’ in S-O Buss) based Padane coaches, one of the | Scania driveline was again 
bought an old Mercedes-Benz ST TR oe ye s 
0.302 coach in 1974. Rebuilding 
and restoring the vehicle resulted 
in a number of enquiries by 
private individuals and business 
organisations wishing to hire the 
coach and it was only then that 
the two enthusiasts discovered the 
legal requirements such as the 
need for an operating licence. 


for their check-in at hotels and 
luggage transfer at airports. 

The competence of the S-O 
team is almost legendary in 
Swedish coach operations. When 
| a vehicle with a party of Japanese 
| visitors recently stubbornly 

refused to move away from traffic 

lights at a Norrkoping road 
junction and did not respond to 


Full-time operations began in ya. SCANIA~ mg : ; fee) the driver’s mechanical skills, he 
1975, with a contract for school : oe yaa} 2)| wasted little more time in 
services, and the first new coach beat 735) : \ : @) commandeering a passing tram 


and - much to his passengers’ 

1981. bewilderment and subsequent 
Lars Oqvist soon became aware : xan delight - arranged for them to be 

of the cut-throat rates and of Used mainly on a schools contract this Scania-based Ikarus coach taken to the hotel where they 

other less attractive features in was one of the first new vehicles bought by S .O - Buss inthe early | were staying. 

dealing with tour operator and '80s. Another example of that extra 
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was introduced to the fleet in 


FEATURE 


touch which makes a coach 
journey more memorable was 
experienced by a group of 
engineering specialists from 
overseas travelling to a 
manufacturing plant in a remote 
part of Sweden. Shortly after the 
driver suggested a break in the 
journey he stopped at a location 
miles from anywhere. The party 
was amazed to find long tables 
set out in a lay-by with 
refreshments, including local 
delicacies, which even tempted 
other motorists to stop. 

On the occasional international | 
trip by an S-O coach additional 
paperwork has to be completed to | 
ensure that the odometer reading 
for the foreign road section is not 
charged to the km-tax payable in 
Swedish domestic use, recently 
increased. For a typical winter 
trip to Austria - which takes 
around 21 driving hours from 
Helsingor, in Denmark, where 
EEC rules become applicable - 
three drivers are carried. 

The meticulous attention to 
detail apparent in every aspect of 
the S-O Buss operation has 
ensured that the company will be 
heavily involved in the logistics 
planning for the activities with 
which Scania - the largest 
industrial employer in the 
Sodertalje region - will next year 
celebrate its centenary. S-O Buss 
has been selected to make an 
contribution to the programme. 
While details must remain under 
wraps, S-O’s part in the Scania 
plans will involve the use of a 
fleet of specially-built coaches. 

So as to be able to offer | 
optimum flexibility to clients S-O | 
Buss now comprises two separate 
operating units with that located 
at Sollentuna, north of the 


S} 


The company specialises in 
providing complete travel 
packages for many industrial 
concerns in Sweden and uses a 
number of luxury coaches on 
this type of work. Photograph 
shows a Scania-based Padane 
ZX coach, one of the first from 
that bodybuilder in Sweden. 
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vehicle-based water heating system which ensures instant starting 
even at very low outside temperatures. 


Swedish capital, particularly well 
placed to serve Arlanda Airport 
traffic. At Sodertalje Lars Oqvist 
has based two right-hand drive 
Rolls-Royce limousines, bought 
in Britain, which enable him to 
provide a valuable extension to 
the coach operation. 

About a year ago Ogqvist helped 


set up a coach operators’ 


association for Greater 
Stockholm, aimed at giving 
members a stronger competitive 
edge in a transport sector which 
continues to suffer from 
depressed rates. 

By last summer, around 40 
coach operators had joined 
Stockholm Buss Poolen AB to 


| give a total of over 300 vehicles 


ranging from single-vehicle 
operations to large, 
internationally-known companies 
such as Wasatrafik. 

Ogqvist elected chairman of the 
Co-operative, says the main 
objectives are rationalisation of 
vehicle hire practice by a policy 
which makes (recommended) 
rates available to members, 
access to ‘more attractive’ prices 
in equipment purchases through a 
co-ordinated buying practice, and 
the raising of standards in driver 
and operating staff training. 

Buss Poolen does not function 
as a clearing house in the coach 
hire sector but is actively 
promoting an exchange of 
information and market updates 
by means of Fax machines. 

Vehicle insurance - particularly 
punitive rates are charged in 
Stockholm - and tyre purchase are 
other sectors in which the new 
venture has already been able to 
gain price advantages for 
members. It is believed that 
valuable cost benefits will result 
from consolidating orders for new 
coaches if some agreement can be 


| A small 


Stockholm * Yellow Pages’ is to 
be completely re-worked to give 
members a better return. 

Three working parties, one 
each for hire rates, purchasing 
policy and staff training, have 
been set up to explore other 
means of giving member 
companies more clout in the 
competitive world of travel. 

Contacts have been 
strengthened with ferry operators 
and foreign tourist organisations 
to promote the services and 
facilities of the new coach travel 
group. There remain many 
| anomalies to be ironed out in the 
| Swedish bus and coach world 
such as the growing disparity in 
the cost of psv chassis and 
bodywork. 

In common with other 
operators Lars Oqvist has 
expressed considerable disquiet at 
examples of current high spec 
coaches, with bodies which cost 
almost 2.5 times that of a typical 
£60,000 chassis. 


reached to reduce the enormous 
variety in spec options. 

The benefits even stretch into 
coach hire advertising. In 


Although normally kept in the open S. O. coaches are fitted with 
mains-powered heaters to obviate winter starting problems. 
Photograph shows one of the company's Jonckheere doubledeckers. 


oe a 


VIP coach, Bodied by E. Auwater on a VW chassis, is 
frequently used by S—O Buss to ferry executives between the airport 
and industrial plants in the Greater Stockholm area. 
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AGEN WELCOME 


CHRISTMAS COMES BUT 7 TIMES THIS 
YEAR TO ENTERPRISING 
COACH OPERATORS 


At Rhodewood House Hotel, Saundersfoot 


DELIGHTFUL HOTEL 
Ideally situated near seafront, 
theatre, shops, has vacancies 

for groups 
JUNE-JULY 1990 
All rooms colour TVs and 


BELGRAVE 
HOTEL 


45 bedrooms, lift, parking. 


We can offer Mon-Fri during Nov & Dec for only £56 + VAT SOME VACANCIES June-July 
(up to 30 people) and 


tea/coffee making facilities. 
Special rates BBEM from £80 
per person per week. 
AVALON HOTEL GROUP 
(0323) 24243/22695 
(9659/HO) 


Half Board, with entertainment each night, Christmas spirit, 
and all rooms with every facility. 


Saundersfoot's only 2 star hotel with 4 star standards. 


ONLY 4 DATES NOW AVAILABLE 


Septemer, 5, 6 or 7 nights 
Tel. Tenby (0834) 
2377 or 2626 


and ask for Malcolm Thomas 
SPECIAL BREAKS 
October, 4 or 5 nights from 


(7097/HO) MEALSTOPS ON A47 


(7099/HO) 


Tel. Cynthia or Tony on 0834 812200 to book 


But hurry — our pre-Christmas house parties 
book earlier ever 


“2 i~L iL ZF .~L iL zo iL “2 a ~L ‘Ls iL THE 
ae NORFOLK | 
| CORNWALL HUNGRY 


KK WE WOULD Sc RgPicES eae 
SO » by 9 
~ * LIKE TO earpase RO) VICTORIA ips? HORSE 
NTRODUCE C2220) 2 NECTON (A47) NORFOLK 
Tel: (0760) 22022 


OURSELVES = aa 
Welcomes all coaches 


AS A STOP FOR COACH PARTIES dc Winitee Weelendé or 
IF EVER YOU ARE IN THE Mid-week Specials for Parties of 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE AREA. 250rmore 
Full meals, snack ffeebresk * Driver stays FREE 
at all aC pale carol aa * Special Christmas Programme 
and afternoon teas can be di Reallicesteasie ve 
ar ater: ; Evening Meals 
We are 6 miles trom the Cathedral This Hotel is ideally situated for 
City of Ely and 6 miles from the this resort’s entertainment and 


| p 
Wiestyrenee oftol 


HOTEL NEWQUAY 
0637 873069 
This Hotel offers: 

Solarium and indoor heated pool, games room 
and comfortable lounge with views of sea (200 
yards from Fistal Beach). Most rooms have 
sea views, colour television, closed circuit 
video, radio Intercom, tea making facilities and 
shaver points. We have an excellent 
reputation for our home cooking. 
Coach Operations: 

Special Rates for October, November 
LAST MINUTE BARGAIN — 

1 WEEK 18th-25th AUGUST 

(7093/HO) 


® Breakfast, all meals and 
snacks 
@ Fish and Chip Cafe or 
Take-away 
@ Fully licensed pub 


racing centre of Newmarket. has 41 rooms (25 en suite), @ Diesel 
CALL: tea/coffee making facilities in all 
PROPRIETOR! Mrs W. M. DAY rooms and colour TVs 
0353 720324 (7092/HO) 
(7079/CW) 


Commission to driver 


Well noted and used by 
C.D.C Members 


(9655/HO) 


WEST COUNTRY 


NEWQUAY TORQUAY ILFRACOMBE 
JEWEL OF CORNWALL THE ENGLISH RIVIERA NORTH DEVON 


Family run hotel with 100 en suite We have 20 years’ experience looking Help our clients enjoy a relaxing 
bedrooms, entertainment nightly, after groups. Offering: 46 en suite holiday at one of Ilfracombe’s largest 
many leisure facilities bedroms, in house entertainment, TV hotels. 61 beds en suite, lift to all 
and direct dial telephone in all bedrooms, floors, entertainment most nights. 
coach parking 


Special offer — From £15 per night Dinner/Bed/Breakfast 
Avoid disappointment, call us NOW 


Aotel Koutilec Atuchorage Hotel West Gourne Hotel 


Mountwise, Newquay, Cary Park, Babbacombe, Wilder Road, Ilfracombe, 
Cornwall TR7 2B0 Torquay T01 3NQ North Devon EX34 8BO 
Telephone: (0637) 871137 Telephone: (0803) 326175 Telephone: (0271) 62120 


LUNCH STOPS: TOAD HALL SMITH’S APARTMENTS 
GIVE US A CALL, AND WE WILL EXETER ROAD, SEAFRONT 


KNOW WHEN TO EXPECT YOU COLLUMPTON, WESTON-SUPER-MARE 

KING’S ARMS INN DEVON 

NEAR EXETER 0884 32272 

DEVON ON 

0647 61224 JUNCTION 28 ON M5 (9349/HO) 
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BLACKPOOL 
Windsor House Hotel, 21/23 York Street 
Opposite Central Pier, this family run Hotel 


which offers cleanliness and good food 
* Rooms have colour TVs, heaters, duvets, 
some have tea making facilities. 
* Comfortable bar, midday and evening 
snacks served. 
* Solarium, showers, pool table. 
* 30 bedrooms, BB from £11.00 BB, EM from 
£13.00. 
* Winter weekend specials. 
Coach parties, very welcome, driver stays free. 
Telephone: Mrs Barker on 
0253 25554 


7667/HO/85) 


ARLEEN COACHES Ltd 


11 Bath Rd., Peasdown 
St. John, Bath. 

Tel. (0761) 34625 

Fax. (0761) 36578 

12 to 49 seat air conditioned 
coaches PLUS Full Executives 
Situated 6 miles from Bath 

on the A367. 

24 Hr RECOVERY 


(34653/HG/70) 


A. W. EASTON 
COACHES LTD. 


10 Ber Street, Norwich. 
Tel: (0603) 619952 
18 to 57 seat plus Executive 


Coaches Available. 
(34652/HG/70) 


NORFOLK 


ISSUE 590 


THE LIMES HOTEL 


Just off the seafront — close to all amenities. 


* Recently Refurbished * Function Room * Cabaret Room * Restaurant 
* 40 bedrooms — many en suite * Colour TV * Tea making facilities 
* Discounts available * Evening Buffet for day trippers welcome 

* Driver stays free of charge * Separate coach park — catering up to 3 coaches 
For more information 
Tel. John (0253) 406292 

Home (0253) 892547 
or Carol (0253) 883132 


118-120 Bloomfield Road, Blackpool 


RIBBLESDALE HOTEL 
18/20 Hesketh Avenue, Bispham, 


Blackpool 
15 rooms (8 en suite), TV, tea/coffee 
making facilities in all rooms 


Choice of menus - Licensed Bar 
SPECIALS FOR JUNE/JULY/AUGUST 
7 days £112.00 en suite rooms BBEM, 

7 days £98.00 BBEM 
kk kk 

4 day breaks Monday-Friday £55.00 BBEM, 
3 day breaks Friday-Sunday £35.00 BBEM 

* DRIVER STAYS FREE * 

COACH OPERATORS - bring your Mini or Midi 

coach to this family run hotel, in the more 

pleasant area of Blackpool 


Tel. 0253 53634 
to discuss discounts 
(7098/HO) 


(9657/HO) 


WEBBER’S TRAVEL 


The Garage, Blisland, 
Bodmin 


Tel. (0208) 850236 (9 to 5) 


48 and 49-seater Volvo executives 
with reclining seats etc. Also 51 
and 53-seater standard Volvos. 

Competent drivers for home and 
overseas travel. 
(34654/HG/70) 


Bring your party 
to our party. 
Entertainment nightly. 
Late late bar. 
Excellent menu. 


Pre-Christmas Gala 


dinner and disco/cabaret 
£32.00 inclusive 
Friday-Sunday 


SKYLARK TRAVEL 


NEW ROAD, BITTACY HILL, 
LONDON NW7 


Tel. (01) 346 2366 
Fax. (01) 346 2553 


48 to 53 seat executive coaches. 
2 mins Junction 2 of the M1. 


All work undertaken. 
24 hr call out 
(34661/HG/70) 


GREATER LONDON 


GREY GREEN 


VEHICLES RUNNING EMPTY TO/FROM DOVER/S.E. PORTS? 


We may be able to offer you loads if you have high floored 53 seater standard vehicles. 
Please phone, or put your details on telex to the coach operations department at Grey Green. 


53 Stamford Hill, London N16 5TD 
Tel. (01) 800 8010 


Telex: 262950. Fax: (01) 809 6496 (3465914670) 


LONDON —S 


O 

20/22 COOP STREET 7 
BLACKPOOL 

(1 minute from Central Pier) 


(0253) 61177 


Taking bookings now for 


Fancy dress with prizes. 


WINTER WEEKENDS 


November and December 


Inclusive 7 course candlelit 


COACH ORGANISER STAYS FREE! 


illuminations. 
Special inclusive 


(Friday-Monday) £54.00 


(Monday-Friday) 
£52 BBED 


This friendly hotel offers 


26 bedrooms (some en 
suite). Colour TV, 
tea/coffee making 

facilities in all rooms. 


(9654/HO) 


WESTBOURNE TRAVEL 


Tregrehan Garage, St. Austell 
Tel: 072681 5995 
Fax: 072681 3548 


71 seater Neoplan Skyliner 
49 seater S215HD Setra 


Both full spec executives, 
dates available for British and 
Continental work. Pick up 

Anywhere in the UK re 


CORNWALL 


KINGSTON OF 


YEOVIL 
TEL: (0935) 25461 
Have P90 full spec 49 to 57 
seater coaches available. 
Also 71 seat double 
decker, full spec. 
Continental and UK trade 


enquiries welcome 
(34655/HG/70) 


SCOTTS TOURS 


9-27 Croft Street, London SE8 


Tel: 01-231 8373 
or 01-732 8963 
Fax: 01-237 7810 


13 to 53 seat standard or exec 
coaches inc tables and sleeper 
seat facility. Any work under- 
taken. Easy access to the City, 

East London, A2/M20, etc. 
(5431/HG/74) 


GREATER LONDON 
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BLACK COUNT 


D€UDLEY 


ZOO 


& CASTLER 


THE MIDLANDS PREMIER ZOO 


Large and varied collection of animals from 
every continent @ Ruins of the Royalist Castle 
@ Chairlift ¢ Funfair, Miniature Railway and 
Land Train @ Cafeterias, bar, and many scenic 
picnic sites in 40 acres of wooded grounds 
@ ‘Adventureland’ Childrens’ Playground 


cS 
ry 


2 Now Open! - 'The Geochrom' * 


Group rates:- Adults £2.25 Children £1.25 
Senior Citizens £1.00 


Dudley Zoo & Castle, Castle Hill, Dudley 


Tel: 0384 252401 
GO WILD! 


HAVE A GREAT DAY OUT 


OPEN FROM 26th MAY 1990 


@ Open daily throughout the year 
(except Christmas) from 10.30am to 6pm 
(last admissions 5pm) or dusk if earlier 
@ Ample free parking 
@ Light refreshments in the coffee shop 
Souvenirs & gifts 
@ Children’s adventure playground 
Outdoor picnic areas 
@ Coach operators call us to book 


HAMERTON WILDLIFE CENTRE 
Hamerton, Huntingdon, Cambs 
Tel. 08323 362 

(9656/Z0) 


EASTON 
FARM 
PARK 


Coach parties very 
welcome. Discounts 
available. 

Call on (0728) 746475 
Nr Wickham Market, 


Suffolk 
(9658/ZO) 


curraghs & 
wilolife park 
Coach operators 
call us to discuss 
discounts on 


(0624) 897323 


(7095/ZO) 
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THE FACTORY SHOPS 


THE CRAFT ARCADE 


HUGE COACH PARK 
DRIVERS MEAL VOUCHERS 
ONLY 10 MINS. FROM M6 


Ring in advance for escort 
if needed 


Brochures on request. 


The Potteries Shopping Centre 


Market Square, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST! IPS 
Tel: 0782 289822 


IN THE HEART OF 
NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE 


BOOKINGS 
Tues pm for Thurs 


ALTERATIO 
CANCELLATIONS 


Tues Tlam for Thurs 


ISSUE 590 


ANIMAL 
MAGIC 


Spring and summer are busy times at London Zoo 
and Whipsnade Wild Animal Park: new animal 
=f arrivals and new visitor 
| attractions - like London's 
' Lifewatch Centre and 
aa Whipsnade's 'Run Wild' play 
centre - more places to eat and 
' more things to do. No wonder a 
| day out ‘with the animals’ is 
Ne __... one of the most popular visitor 
choices, for friends, families and groups. 
And every week of the year, thousands of 
people visit the zoo and wild animal park by coach: 
on excursions, day frips and as part of tours. 
Which all means great business for operators 
and agents (both the zoo and wild animal park offer 
valuable incentives for the travel trade). 
So cut out the coupon and find out how much 
_ you can gain with the discounts, special travel trade 
arrangements and account facilities for operators. 
London and Whipsnade also have business, 
hospitality and event facilities. Ask for details. 


TES please send me details of benefits, 
discounts and special arrangements for the 

J travel trade and group organisers. 

cies (please tick)( |Mr | |Mrs ~|Ms 
Full name 
Business address 


| RR cleanest pean POC 

ie interest is (please tick) 

[_]London Zoo 

Whipsnade Wild Animal Park 

"| Tour/coach excursions 
Arranging a group visit 


: 
4 
| Educational visits 
} 


ILI 


__| Hospitality and special events 


|_| Conferences and seminars 
To: Group visits, London Zoo and Whipsnade Wild 
Animal Park, Regents Park, LONDON NWI 4RY 
| or phone 071-722 3333 (London) 
and 0582 872171 (Whipsnade) 


———— se 
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; APPOINTMENTS 


R & ICOACHES 


PARK ROYAL, 
NORTH WEST LONDON 


An immediate vacancy has arisen for an 
experienced person to join this expanding 
company. 


COACH CONTROLLER 


Previous experience in a similar capacity 
required, with a good knowledge of the 
London area, and a manual PSV Licence 


up to £13,500 p.a. 


Contact: 
GRAHAM COOK, OPERATIONS MANAGER 
0s 1-965 5333 (9525/SV) 


APPOINTMENTS 


ARE YOU 
LOOKING FOR 
QUALITY STAFF? 


From Drivers to Managing Directors, 
from fitters to service managers, from 
private hire clerks to operations 
managers — Coachmart reaches 
more coaching industry personnel in 


both private and public sectors than 
any comparable publication! 


TO APPEAR IN NEXT 
WEEK’S ISSUE, FAX OR 
TELEPHONE YOUR 
COPY BY TUESDAY 3pm 


TEL: 0733 898111 
FAX: 0733 62656 .. 


APPOINTMENTS 
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RATES 


COACHES WELCOME, MEALSTO! 
for details. 


BEDFORD 


1986 D REG BEDFORD 
YNV DUPLE 320 
EXECUTIVE 


53 recliners + NSR toilet, plus 4 
recliners to make 57 seater, full 
factory engine just fitted, coffee 
machine, power entrance door, 
radio, PA and cassette. Wired and 
boxed for video, full soft trim, 
tinted windows, curtains, carpet to 
aisle, brown interior, mechanically 
and body in excellent condition. 


£43,250 ovno 
Tel. (0603) 
619952/871376 


(9710/BE/89) 


1982, X REG BEDFORD YMT DOMI- 
NANT Il, 53 red moquette seats, power 
door, Bristol dome, new MoT, radio, 
£11,000 plus VAT. Tel. 0734 713257. 
(9396/BE/89) 


1981 YMOs service bus. 500 engine, 
Allison auto box, 37 seats + standing, 
in excellent condition body and 
mechanically, full test, never been 
shuttled, £6,500 + VAT. Tel. 041 776 
7416. (9652/BED/90) 


1976 BEDFORD YRO 500 ENGINE 
DOMINANT I, recent recon engine, 
test till April ‘91, taxed, £2,500 plus 
VAT. Tel. Cleveland 0642 
482720. (9671/BE) 


1977 BEDFORD 
YMT 500 PLAXTON 


53 retrimmed seats, 
new MoT till May 91, 


new engine, exterior 
blue and white. 


£6,000 ono + VAT 
Tel. 081-699 0612 


(9342/BE) 


1978 YLQ BEDFORD MOSELEY 
CASCAIS MK Il, 45 seater, cream and 
red, radio cassette, good condition, 
MoT plus test until Oct 1990. £3,500 
plus VAT ono. Tel. 01-450 4562 or 0970 
871929, 0970 871676. (9666/BE) 


1980 YMT/DOMINANT II 
EXPRESS 
53 seats, MoT Dec 1990, £6,950. 
1978 YMT/WILLOWBROOK 
BUS 
53 seats, MoT Oct 1990, £4,750 


Both in good condition. 
All offers considered 


EAST SURREY BUS 
SERVICES LTD 
Telephone (0342) 893080 


(9731/BE) 
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Copy deadline: 1pm Tuesday for Thursday's issue. Cancellation deadline: 11am Tuesday. 


BEDFORD 


1981 BEDFORD YNT TURBO 
PLAXTON SUPREME IV, 53 seats, new 
engine fitted, July 1989, MoT until 
12/10/90. £12,250 plus VAT. Tel. 0252 
515900. (9665/BE) 


1975 BEDFORD YRT, 500 engine, new 
Paramount front recently fitted, recent 
retrim, test till Sept ‘90, taxed, £3,000 
+ VAT. Tel. Cleveland (0642)482720. 
(9670/BE) 


YNT TURBO DUPLE DOMINANT IV, 53 
seater, ZF gearbox, Express doors, 
Telma, tinted double glazed windows, 
immaculate inside and out, tested 
Sept ‘90, £19,500 ono + VAT. Tel. 
Cleveland (0642) 482720. (9668/BE) 


BOVA 


1985 BOVA 
FUTURA 


to Rapide specification, 
choice of 5, good MoT. 


£33,500 each ono 
+ VAT 


Contact: Engineering 
Department on 


0492 592111 


(9740/BV/90) 


Proudmutual 
Northumbria Motor 
Services Limited 
1— 1983 BOVA EUROPE 


44 seats, toilet, water boiler 
and video monitors. 


Offers around £28,000 + VAT 


Plus 3 more at a later date 
(vehicles available in white) 


To view contact Les Dunn 


091 2811313 


(9631/BV/89) 


BRISTOL 


E.C.W. 


Double 
deckers 
R&S 
registered 


Tel. 0226 716166 


Coachmart Classified 


TELEPHONE 0733 898111 FAX 0733 62656 


PRIVATE SALES - Contact Sally Wright or Tracey Fowler. Display: £9 per singie column centimetre — 3 or more consecutive insertions £8.10 per single col- 
umn centimetre. Lineage: £1 per word (minimum 25 words) 3 or more consecutive insertions 90p per word. Subscribers’ Privilege Lineage Rate: 50p per word 
(minimum 25 words) 3 or more consecutive insertions ei per word. 

TRADE SALES, PRODUCTS & SERVICES — Contact Pau 

months of first ad appearing) 7 insertions: 5%, 13 insertions: 10%, 26 insertions: 15%, 
APPOINTMENTS - Contact Tracey Fowler. Di 


Murtagh. Display: £9 per st column centimetre. Series discounts {for space taken within 12 
39 insertions: 172%, 52 insertions: 20%. 

jay: £12 per single column centimetre. 20% repeat discount. 

; FEATURES — Contact Iris Rootham. Display: £11 per single column centimetre. Series discounts available. Please phone 


b oo oO 8 8 be oo 86 8 oo 8 ef 


1983 DAF MB200 
DKFL 


53 reclining seats, courier 
seat, power door, Plaxton 
Paramount 3200, red 
interior, blue and white 
exterior, in excellent 
condition, MoT expires 


£27,500 + VAT 
Tel. 0928 564515 


(9737/DA/90) 
b 2. 0.0.0.0.0.0.8.0.8.0 60 8 2 @ | 


FORD 1971 
PLAXTON 
SUPREME 


a a 
OO Oa 


33 E-type seats, good 
condition, new engine and 
gearbox under warranty, MoT 
Dec ‘90, taxed 6 months, 
mechanically impeccably 


maintained, 6 new tyres, first 
to see will buy. 


Will consider p/x Volvo or 
Leyland, up to £40,000 


Sale price £14,750 
+ VAT 


Tel. 081 890 9942 


(9619/FO/89 


1972 FORD PLAXTON COACH, 53 sea- 
ter, good condition, MoT until Novem- 
ber 1990. £1,500 ono + VAT. Tel: 
(0533) 302717. (9726/FO/90) 


1978 FORD CAETANO, fair condition, 
MoT Jan ‘91, £4,350 + VAT. Tel. (0291) 
625251, night (0291) 270018. (9612/FO) 
1976 FORD R1014, MoT Nov ‘90. 


£2,000 + VAT. Tel. 0938 553909. 
(9390/FO/89) 


1978 


FORD PLAXTON 
SUPREME 


53 seater, new MoT, power 


door, Telma, radio/PA, wheel 
trims, good seats. 
£4,750 ono 


Telephone: 0501 30232 
9717/FO/89) 
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FORD 35 SEATER 


Coach, 9 mtr chassis, Duple 
body, good condition, MoT for 
1 year, registered July ‘84, Full 

service history available. 


£29,500 ono 


Tel. Mrs N Izard on 
(0342) 716466 


(office hours) 
(9648/FO) 


FORD 360T R1114 PLAXTON, MkIV 
front, 40 seats, Ratcliffe wheel chair 
lift, toilet, drinks machine, blue and 
white, excellent condition, £10,000 + 
VAT. Tel. (0873) 2297. (9616/FO/89) 


V REG FORD R1114, MoT 20/12/90. 
£8,250 + VAT. R REG FORD R1114, 
MoT 21/2/91. £4,000 + VAT. Tel: 0934 


833177. (9712/FO/89) 


FORD 1973 
DOMINANT |! 


Good condition for year, 
1 year’s MoT, taxed 6 months. 


£2,500 + VAT ono OR WILL 
p/x for 16 seater Minibus with 
cash difference 


Tel. Colin 
081 890 9942 


(9632/FO/89) 


LEYLAND 


1983 LEYLAND TIGER 245 PARA- 
MOUNT 3200, 57 seater, blue and ma- 
roon, brown moquette, radio/PA/ 
cassette, power door, speed limiter, 12 
months MoT, semi-automatic. £30,500 
ono + VAT. Tel: (0734) 713257. 
(9397/LE/89) 


SOUTHEND 
TRANSPORT LTD 
BUS & COACH SALES 


1979 LEYLAND LEOPARD DUPLE, Dom |! 
body, 57 seats, MoT Sept ‘90, available 
now in new white livery ... £13,750 + VAT 
1980 LEYLAND LEOPARD, DAF engine, 
Duple Dom II body, 51 seats, Express 
doors, MoT June 1991 ......£14,500 + VAT 
1985 LEYLAND TIGER 245, Caribbean 
body, 51 seats £55,000 + VAT 


Quality repaints to coaches and buses at 
competitive rates. Also bodywork and 
mechanical repairs, spares etc 


Tel. Peter Levett on 
(0702) 355724 


(9253. LE) 
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LEYLAND VOLVO VOLVO 


CASTLEWAYS 
(WINCHCOMBE) LIMITED 


1976 LEYLAND LEOPARD, 49 seats. 
1972 LEYLAND LEOPARD, 49 seats. 
1979 BEDFORD YMT, 49 seats. 

The above vehicles fitted with semi-recliners all with current MoT have 
been maintained to exceptionally high standards since purchased new 
by this company. 

1981 LEYLAND LEOPARD, 53 seats. 

To appreciate the quality of all the above vehicles viewing is highly 
recommended. 

REASONABLE OFFERS INVITED 
Finance facilities available subject to status 
Tel. (0242) 602949 or 603715 


CASTLEWAYS WINCHCOMBE LTD 
Castle House, Greet Road, Winchcombe, Glos 


LEYLAND LEOPARD 
DOMINANT IV 
1981, Bristol dome, Webasto, 
Express doors, tint, full test, 
£13,900 ono 


LEYLAND NATIONAL 
MKIl 


1978, fitted with Gardner LXB, 
test applied for, Offers. 


Also, two-way BCC Frequency 
coach radio systems, plus ten 
mobiles, £3,500 ono 


Tel. (0377) 87343 


(9043/LE) 


P REG LEYLAND 
LEOPARD 


55 seater, recovered seats, 
new engine and gearbox, 
semi automatic, good 
condition. 


Offers 


Tel. Abbeys of Sheffield 
(0742) 757615 


(9628/LE/89) 


1983 LEYLAND TIGER PARAMOUNT 
3200, 48 recliners, exec specification, 
MoT Feb 1991, £35,000. Tel. 081 960 
5559. (9716/LE) 


1977 LEYLAND LEOPARD PLAXTON 
SUPREME, 53 seats, power steering, 
S/A, in good condition, MoT expires 
May 1991, £9,500 ono + VAT. Tel. 
(0225) 313595 (preferably after 6pm). 
(9741/LE/90) 


11.3 METRE 
LEYLAND 
NATIONALS FOR 
SALE 1973/4/5. 


49 seaters, recently 


withdrawn from service, 
immediately available. 


Tel: Wally Corney at 
People’s Provincial 
Buses on 


(0329) 232208 


(9649/LE) 


MAN VW 


MAN SR 280, High Line, full specifica- 
tion, 49 seats, bunk, courier, TV, 
drinks, sunken centre toilet, continen- 
tal door, Webasto, d/glazed, excellent 
condition. Part exchange possible. 
£32,500. Tel. Rayleigh (0268) 783878. 
(9524/MAN) 
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(9399/LE/89) 


LEYLAND 
NATIONAL 


49 seats, single door, good 
appearance, good test, well 
maintained, choice from 4 


coaches. 


£4,000 + VAT 
Tel. 051 678 4000 


(9729/LE/90) 


86 OCTOBER, MERCEDES, 19-seater, 
forced air ventilation, large boot, cen- 
tre aisle carpet, MoT Oct ‘90, £15,500 
ono. Tel. 081-591 3156. (9392/ME/89) 


NEOPLAN 


1985 NEOPLAN 
CITY LINER 


Long MoT, 53 seats, full 
exec, all the usual Neoplan 
extras. 


£50,000 offers invited 


Telephone: (0708) 750505 
or (0860) 471197 


(9615/NEO/89) 


VAN HOOL 


1979 FORD R1114, 53 seater, Van Hool 
300 line, good condition. 1972 Bedford 
466 Van Hool, converted to exhibition 
coach with bar, sink, tables, awning. 
Offers Tel. 067 94343. (9651/VH/90 


<SSSLLSLLSLLSSSSSSSS SSSA. 


vo 
B10M 


1983, low driver, 
Jonckheere, P599s, 
MoT to October 1990, 
51 recliners, toilet, 
repainted in ‘two pack’ 
white, part exchange 
considered. 


£45,000 
Telephone: 0752 790565 


(7096/VO/90) 
ILLS SSSSSSSSLSSLS SD. 
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W REG B58 VOLVO DUPLE DOMI- 
NANT, 52 seater, curtains, video, toilet 
and servery if required, tested Decem- 
ber ‘90, £22,000 ono + VAT. Tel. 
Cleveland (0642) 482720. (9669/VO) 


1982 VOLVO P90, JONCKHEERE, 
£47,000 ono. Urgent sale required. 
Tel: (0227) 832036. (9736/VO) 


VOLVO B58s 
1980 PLAXTON EXECUTIVE 


47/49 recliners, retrimmed ‘88, shades 
toilet, drinks, sink, fridge, TV, video, PP 
PoD curtains, tinted windows, ZF, test 
May ‘91. 
£26,500 
1980 PLAXTON 
53 seater, POD recon engine, retrimmed 
‘89, semi auto, test Feb ‘91. 
£25,000 


1980 PLAXTON 
46/48 recliners, toilet, drinks, sink, 
servery, new Volvo engine, ZF, PP tested 
Aug ‘90. 
£25,000 
All vehicles subject to VAT 


Tel. (0706) 68999 Lancs 


(9393/VO) 


1988 E REG VOLVO PLAXTON 
3500 B10M. 49/53 reclining seats, 
demountable centre toilet, 
servery, and courier seat. Centre 
entrance, side blinds, long MoT, 
choice of two, excellent condition. 


facilities subject to 
time wasters or 


Funding 


status. No 
dreamers please. 


£85,000 


Part exchange welcome 


0260 276067 anytime 
(9244/VO) 


PURER REM EMM M My 


PRIL 1989 VOLVO * 

B10M MARK III 
PLAXTON 

PARAMOUNT 3500 ‘ 


New model, 49/53 reclining 
seats, centre demountable 
toilet, continental door, 
luggage lockers, seatback 
pouches, low mileage, * 
excellent condition, new MoT. » 


£82,500+ VAT * 


x Part exchange considered 


*“ 
*« Tel.0928564515 «x 
* \(9738/VO/90) * 
CEM MM MMMM EEE RYH 


KKK KKK KEEEK 

1984 VOLVO SUPER HIGH * 

ALIZEE : 

Webasto heating, 51 recliners, ream 

continental door, full year's MoT, 

£55,000 + VAT 
1984 VOLVO VAN HOOL 

ALIZEE 


50 recliners, rear toilet, double glazin 
TV and video, Webasto heath: full” 
year's MoT, £56,000 + VAT 


Tel. (0475) 42222 day 
(050587) 3843 after 5pm 


(9727/VO/90)yq 
OOOO TOR TO II 


KKK 


KKK KKK KKK 


WK KKK KKK KKK 
KKK KKK KKK ERK 


DOUBLE DECKERS 


VERY SPECIAL LUXURY COACH 


FOR SALE 


DOUBLE DECK 


50,000 MILES ONLY 


SCANIA BERKHOF ECLIPSE K112 TR chassis, 
45 seats, boardroom, 3 colour TVs, Video, draught 
beer installation, toilet, full sound systems, alarmed, 
refrigerated cold room, kitchen area, microwave etc. 


Ex contract to First Division Football team. 
Possible work to go with purchase 


OFFERS AROUND £80,000 
Tel: 081-692 2242/081-692 8884 


1976 DAIMLER FLEETLINE, 80 seats, 
new tyres, MoT Nov ‘90, £5,750 plus 
VAT. Tel. Dunnet Coaches 0955 
83202. (9745/DD) 


1985 C REG 


84 seat 


VAN HOOL 
ASTROMEGA 


Choice of two. 
£58,000 each + VAT 


Repainting facility available 
Southend Transport Ltd 


Tel. Peter Levett on 
0702 355724 


(9522/VH) 


(9667/DD) 


1987 DAF SBR 3000 
BERKHOF ECLIPSE 


76 seater, double decker, 
toilet, drinks machine, Telma, 
10 months MoT. 


£76,995 


Frank Harris Coaches 
Ltd, Essex 


Tel. Frank on (0708) 
864911 or (0860) 594842 


(9621/DD/89) 
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KASSBOHRER 
QUALITY SELECTION 


Our new secondhand coaches are prepared, as only we know how, to give 
you the utmost satisfaction. Savour the flavour of the following samples 
then call us to chat about how we can best suit your tastes. 


TAKE YOUR PICK 


§ 215 Setra - 53 seat with normal expected high standard of 
fitments. Choice of 2. 

Volvo B10M/Caetano Algarve - 49/53 seats, full executive 
specification including air conditioning. 

Mercedes/Plaxton 3500 - 51 seats, fully fitted executive coach, 
all necessary fitments. 


(E reg) Leyland Tiger 290 Jonckheere Jubilee P50- Full 
executive specification including air conditioning. Choice of 2. 


LAG Panoramic - Full executive specification, new COF. 
DAF/Duple 340 - Executive model, 53 seats, all other necessary 
fitments. 

SETRA S 215 HRI - 49/53 seats, full fitments to executive 
specifications. Choice of 2. 

MERCEDES 811D WHITTAKER - 19 seat, high specification 
mini coach. 


Year of registration does not denote 
year of manufacture. 
Finance facilities available subject to status. 


BRAND NEW CHOICE 


SETRA S 210 H and S 215 HRI. Limited availability so hurry! 


...AND THERE'S MORE 


A choice of some older vehicles to include: 
Volvo, Ford, Leyland, Bristol. 


DIRECT LINES 
Harry Kell 0932 843685 Andy Timms 0625 877658 
(Southern Area Manager) (Northern Area Manager) 


RING 0522 500115 
(K) Kassbohrer 


Setra. Perfection in coaches. 


Kassbohrer (UK) Limited, Sadler Road, Doddington Road Industrial 
Estate, Lincoln, LN6 3RS. Telex: 56522 SETRAG Telefax: 0522 500118 


SERVICE BUSES UNCLASSIFIED 


SERVICE BUSES 


1981 BEDFORD PLAXTON 
PJK, 29 seats, MoT Aug 
COO i navsusesiecons. £11,995 + VAT 


1981 DODGE BUS, petrol, 
23 ~+seats, MoT Nov 
EO Oi erestes ssnsceete £2,995 + VAT 


1982 DODGE BUS LW DIE- 
SEL, 17 seats, MoT Dec 
32.30 ee £3,495 


1981 BEDFORD CF 
DORMOBILE, petrol, 16 
seats, MoT March 
fo) reese ate £2,495 + VAT 


1981 FORD’ TRANSIT 
DORMOBILE, 12 seats, 


1979 T REG FORD DUPLE 


Offers around £6,000 


1991, Grant spec. 
Offers around £6,000 
1982 X REG FORD ALPHA 


prior to sale. 
Offers around £11,000 


MoT Jan'91 £1,395 + VAT ig te rh 
Tel. (0495) 751505 LF BOWEN LTD 
(Gwent) Tel. (0827) 60011 


(9527/SB) 


1983 A REG VOLVO P90 B10M, full 
spec, 57 seats, new MoT, £45,000 + 
VAT. VAN HOOL ASTRON 1983, pri- 
vate plate, 60 seats, full spec, servery, 
6 video screens, good condition, 
£44,000 + VAT. Tel. (0935) 25461 any- 
time. (9653/UN) 


53 seats, limited mileage since new 
engine, full MoT prior to sale. 


1979 T REG BEDFORD PLAXTON 
53 seats, choice of two, MoT Jan 


49 recliners, new engine, full MoT 


Full maintenance history available 
for each vehicle. Space needed for 


(9639/UN) 


Please mention Coachmart when replying to an advertisement on this page 


UNCLASSIFIED 


1974 LEYLAND 

LEOPARD ‘  “padaaiaacngetp potion ale iaatnd 
49 seats, Dominant, sound $ i WANTED ; 
body, phe na July x Pre-80 buses andcoaches, 
eer y= anycondition, anywhere. + 
1973 BEDFORD *  Phoneuslastforthebest «x 
PLAXTON . offer. * 

53 seater, power door, recent 
x FOR SALE * 
Blue engine (500), Sept MoT. x x 
D « Selection of vehicles for sale, * 
Tel. 0704 821221 or * ~~ including1977Leyland * 
051 928 5700 : Nationals. : 
(eves & weekends) x Many spares available. 24 x 
(9730/UN) ® hourfixedtowing recovery + 
4 service. 3 
1978 | BEDFORD | PLAXTON, MoT Classicoaches PSV «x 
tested, rt condition, good mone 

earner, £3,750 plus VAT. 1974 LEY. & Tel. (0273) 512344 : 
LAND LEOPARD ALEXANDER SER- ‘ (9725/UN) oe 
VICE BUS, 53 seats plus 24 standees, MM MM 


choice of two, £3,750 each plus VAT. 
Tel. Dunnline 0602 784088. (9672/UN) 


TAZ DEBRUUA 3200 MERCEDES 


Registered July 1989, still under warranty, as new. 


£54,000 


1987 BEDFORD YMV CAETANO 


COF December 1990. 
£38,000 


Used only on tour work 


Telephone: 0555 88285 anytime 


(9739/UN) 


TONY LEADBETTER 


has for sale the following selected used coaches 


1989. VOLVOBI10M VAN HOOL ALIZEE, 50 recliners, 
choice of two, full specification, vehicles with low 
(SNS) ee et IR Ce SE aE IEA £86,000 
1988 VOLVO B10M JONCKHEERE P5939, 53 recliners, 


choice of 2 vehicles, double glazed, radio and 


1987 VOLVO B10M JONCKHEERE P5939, 83 recliners, 
one only rear continental door, double glazed, radio and 
osc SRE an iho cuca mea oblananiehe seo £72,500 

1986 DAF MB PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 11 3200, 53 
seats, ZF auto gearbox, auto lube, disc brakes £47,500 

1986 METROLINER DOUBLE DECKER, 72 recliners, 
toilet, fridge, servery, new MoTs, choice.......... £37,500 

1984 BREG LEYLAND TIGER BERKHOF EVEREST, 

49 recliners and courier and rear continental 


LEYLAND TIGER PARAMOUNT 3200, 52 seats 
PEI UOMUO a2 us A cate veo ein sit s'sio0 sSeuiaitiases seams. <iesseceen £37,500 
1983 LEYLAND TIGER PARAMOUNT 3500, 48 
recliners, toilet and continental door............... £39,500 
1982 KFORD 1114 DUPLE DOMINANT IV, 53 seater, 
OXPICSS'GOOLS Foote 2 20 Bs oo oak Saree Tyee a £10,500 


1984 


1981 X FORD 1114 PLAXTON SUPREME IV, 53 

SCOUT Ghd oc ckewsssagaehtceBncsaea eto gn <enabies eekeute ens £10,500 
1981 W FORD 1114 PLAXTON SUPREME IV, 53 

SOOT ie st edckec’ssnetaria ass aeons «ep tects eens ae ates £9,500 


1981 


BEDFORD YMT PLAXTON SUPREME IV, 53 
£1 


1979 


1977 


FOR MORE INFORMATION PHONE TONY ON 


0664 410727 


(9650/UN) 


ISSUE 590 


UNCLASSIFIED 


SERVICE BUSES 
1977 Bristol VRT SL3, Gardner 180 engine, power steering, long 
test. Choice of 
1972 Leyland Atlantean, new test, choice of two 
1973 Bristol VRT, Gardner engine, ECW body, tested till 
September, Offers’ar unde aati se crys cccc te. cancsensescseecccsateonns £2) 
.. £2 


WANTED 


SCRAP OR 
REUSABLE BUSES 
AND COACHES 
BEST PRICES PAID 
CASH ON 
COLLECTION 


2 atte eee a oo, Sa £6,750 each 


Collectors item: Bristol RE ECW coach... 
1974 Leyland National, test Oct ‘90 
1973 Leyland National, new test 


BREAKING. 

Large selection of spares, gearboxes, engines etc, also large quantities of glass. 

Telephone: 0226 752086 or 0836 363223 
(Evening) 0977 642443 


(6176/UN) 


DUE TO THE ARRIVAL OF NEW VEHICLES 
THE FOLLOWING ARE FOR SALE: 


1983 BEDFORD YNT TURBO, Plaxton Paramount 3200, ZF 6 speed, 
BS SCATS MO VIVA: 1991 c.cc.cccacsvesessueserssssseenerenseee £24,500 + VAT ono 
1983 LEYLAND TIGER 245, Duple Dominant IV, semi auto, 53 seats, 
MoT Juli t990).:.. aiken dct ack. ec deeb ok notte £28,000 + VAT ono 
1981 FORD R1114 PLAXTON SUPREME IV, 53 seats, power door, 
MoliSeptiiOo@. 2.2 cs. Re itedde tiie aed eS £9,500 + VAT ono 
1981 FORD R1114 PLAXTON SUPREME IV, 45 seater, Express 
GOOk, Mol Jan 199 Berni Mebetedt tn Seeta ch hoe eordes ves £8,000 + VAT ono 
1986 IVECO 35-8 DIESEL COACHCRAFT, 14 seats, MoT April 

Coe bee Saw eae ee Te ae £6,500 + VAT ono 


For further details tel. (0828) 27310 day, 
(0250) 5134 (eve) 


(9744/UN/90) 


Ensign sus 


A D COACH SALES 


1981 VOLVO JONCKHEERE BERMUDA, 53 seater, air over 
leaf, Telma, twin tanks, tinted glass, long MoT, another ve- 
MICE EADY tO; CAN iat a2 osc eed a0 cies cee eens own atternscanoerts £28,950 
1984 MERCEDES 310, Reeve Burgess conversion, high 
roof, good condition, long MOT ..........::sseseeeees £5,950 ono 


1978 AEC PLAXTON SUPREME 12M, 46/48 recliners, toilet, 

servery, etc. Available from 6th June, exceptional 

VENI CIOS. ca iene: an Ad Sos 5 cpus dunulet Nese Suetcan ame waege ange? POA 
OTHER VEHICLES AVAILABLE AND WANTED 


Tel: (0271) 865080 or (0836) 345304 


(6926/UN) 


3: ERRINGTONS 


NEW TOYOTA CAETANO OPTIMO GL, 21 seats & courier and table, white with red 
interior, immediate delivery from stock. 

NEW FORD TRANSIT DIESEL DEANSGATE PSV (14). Immediate delivery. 

1988 TOYOTA CAETANO OPTIMO GL, 18 seater plus courier and table, large rear locker 
fitted with radio and PA, wired for TV and video, new MoT, all white, fawn interior. 
£25,000 

1985 MERCEDES 609D MELLOR, 21 seater, large boot, MoT Nov 1990. 

1984 BEDFORD YNT TURBO, ZF 6 speed, Duple Laser, (51), power door, radio/PA, side 
locker, MoT June ‘90, very clean. 

1979 BEDFORD YMT PLAXTON SUPREME IV, (53), re-upholstered, power doar, new MoT. 
1978 (T) FORD PLAXTON SUPREME, (53), re-upholstered, very clean, pewer door and 
radio, MoT Oct ‘90. 

1978 BEDFORD YMT PLAXTON SUPREME EXPRESS, MoT 6/90, power door. 


Evington, Leicester LE5 6DQ. Tel: (0533) 730421 


(33642/UN) 


ARTERIALROAD A13, PURFLEET, 
ESSEX, RM16 1TB 


TEL: (0708) 865656 FAX: (0708) 865201 
TELEX: 896731 ENSIGN G. 


1974-77 LEYLAND NATIONALS. 
10.3m bus or coach, 4/90-6/90 test 
certificates. 


1975 LEYLAND NATIONALS. 10.3m, 
2 door with 6/90 test certificates. 


1974-77 LEYLAND NATIONALS. 11.3M, 
51 bus seats, some with 


test certificates until Oct ’90. 


ISSUE 590 
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DIESEL ENGINES 


A Manual & Semi Automatic 


Gearboxes 
1980 LEYLAND LEOPARD i i 
PLAXTON SUPREME IV GEARBOXES and DIFFS —— 
recent retrim, all white 


A Comprehensive Stocks of 
New and Re-manufactured 


exterior. £16,500. A BLOCKS 
o Exhange Units 
1983 NEOPLAN DUPLE A HEADS NATIONWIDE 
" CARIBBEAN A CRANKS —___—- DELIVERY so 
ummins engine, 48 seats, TARTERS ALLY 
toilet, wiring for TV, video. A ie ee im = GUARANTEED 
£34,000. O, OO A Hubs A Brakedrums 


as. PUPS A Halfshafts A Gearsets 


1977'S’ BRISTOL A CAMSHAFTS a r 
A Axles A Axle Casings 
28 seats, nae Supreme. A CON RODS iT xciteoe 
‘ ‘ : . A Mercedes 4 lee 
All MoTs March-May 1991. Truck & Bus Engineering Ltd (pee Aha 
on wigs 32:34 Canute Road a scala a Rockwell 
Part Exchange considered. Southampton S01 1FJ England A AEC A Kessler 
Cash either way. A Eaaied A as 
(9661/UN) ( ) —_———_————. A Man \ Spicer 
0703 33201 1 e Moral in Glan 
New continental style Telex: 477070 TRANS G Cet ee oS ila 


stainless steel 22.5 inch wheel 
discs, £100 per set plus VAT 
including fittings. 
All other sizes available. 
0753 65707 


Fax: (0703) 631393 (8631/VE) 


ZU) UHANNUUUAONNUUUAAUOUUAAAUTUAAA ALLE 


LE 
TRANSMISSION 


ATTENTION 


e 


LEYLAND-AEC LEYLAND-AEC 
BUS & COACH OPERATORS 


RELIANCE 760 ENGINES RECON/NEW £3,000 EXCH 
RELIANCE 760 ENGINES TOP QUALITY USED £2,000 EXCH 
ZF S670 RELIANCE G/BOXES NEW £1,250 OUTRIGHT 
RELIANCE DIFFERENTIALS RECON £450 OUTRIGHT 
LEOPARD 680 — ATLANTEAN 680 ENGINES TOP QUALITY £1,750 


KKK KK KKK 


* 1985 LEYLAND TIGER 245% 
x LAG, full executive, recent 


* new engine and gearbox.x 
x 


TOU 


* £40,950. SEMI AUTO G/BOXES CB340-350 ETC £450-£550 
: * * * LARGEST STOCKS IN ENGLAND OF SPARE xx 
» 1985 LEYLAND TIGER 245% or PARTS AT PRICES GUARANTEED TO SAVE YOU MONEY 


x Plaxton Paramount 3500, x 
* full executive, recent newx 


CRANES & COMMERCIALS > 


SLUUUUUUAUNNUUAANUNAUUGOAOUAOUUAGUOEUGAAEAUAL 


¥ engine and MoT. £45,000. : Hk aA (EXPORTS) LIMITED 

: 1982 VOLVO B58 Van¥ = c/o Goughs Transport Depot, Morestead, 

+ Hool, full executive, recent y (8630/VE) == Nr Winchester, Hampshire $O21 1JD, U.K. 

new engine. £35,000. $= TIMMIIIININNNIIIINTig. |__ TEE (0952) 713866 FAX oaeal 714808 TLx 477179 CRAcoM 


* 
* 1983 LEYLAND TIGER 245« 
x Plaxton Paramount, recent * 


«new engine and MoT. ¥ 
¢ Sheds. x 


* 
; All vehicles subject to VA r 


x Tel. (0970) 828288 (day) * 
* or (0970) 84319 (eve) x 
2 (9381/UN) * 
KKK KKK KKK 


LEYLAND DOYEN 
1986 


44 Vogel seats plus courier, 
toilet, servery, tea & coffee 
facilities, Eberspacher, Telma, 
radio, PA, video with 2 TVs, 4 
tables, MoT April 1991, one of 
the tidiest Doyens around, 
looks well, runs well, 
unmarked. 


£47,000 ono + VAT 
A REG SWEET 16 


Overdrive, 16 soft trim high 
back moquette seats, good 
condition, MoT Sept ‘90. 


£6,000 + VAT 


Tel. (0438) 
352920 


(9225/UN/89) 


FIRE 
EXTINGUISHERS 


1.5kg BCF to BS5423, 
complete with gauge and 


mounting bracket. 


£24.50 + P&P + VAT 
M & H COACHWORKS LTD 
LEEDS 0532 441671 


(9050/VE) 


SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
GEARBOXES 

@ Service Exchange or 

@ 24-hour repair service 
Minimum 12 months warranty 

Tel: Roberts Transmission 
Engineering 
(0203) 641853 

(6923/VE) 


SONA 
AUTOMOTIVE LIMITED. 


Fon 
LAND ROVER. BEDFORD, FORD & VOLVO 


* Shackle Pins & Bushes * Fuel Injector 
Pipes * Clutch Components * Gearbox Oil 
Seals * Engine Components 
* * Components * Gearbox Bushes * Hub 
Oil Seals * King Pin Kits 
Deliveries made daily throughout the UK. 
Catalogue on complete range available on 
request. 


q 
Tel. 081 997 5725 Fax. 081 991 2690 
(9056/VE) 


CRANES & COMMERCIALS 
(EXPORTS) LIMITED; 


GOUGHS TRANSPORT DEPOT, MORESTEAD, 
NR WINCHESTER. HAMPSHIRE. ENGLAND 
Tel: 0962 715566 Tix: 477179 Fax: 714868 
UK’s Leading Supplier of:- 
@ NEW @ RECONDITIONED @ USED SPARE PARTS 


- 
Bat 


DIESEL ENGINES 
CYLINDER HEADS 
CYLINDER BLOCKS 
CRANKSHAFTS 

SHORT MOTORS MANUAL 


GEARBOXES 
AUTOMATIC 


TRANSFER BOXES 
PNEUMOCYCLIC 


DIFFERENTIALS 


AXLES 


HALFSHAFTS 


HUBS 
CROWNWHEEL & PINIONS 


Volvo — Scania — Mercedes — Leyland — AEC — Ford — Bedford — 
Eaton — Rockwell — Fuller — ZF — Cummins — GM — Perkins — Gardner 


ATTENTION 
VOLVO - BUS & COACH OPERATORS - VOLV\D 
B58-B10 ENGINES THD100 TOP QUALITY USED £2500-£3500 


K191 GEARBOXES RECONDITIONED —DIFFERENTIALS — AXLES — 
ZF GEARBOXES — NEW & RECONDITIONED — HALFSHAFTS 
SEMI AUTO GEARBOXES USED & RECONDITIONED 


PLUS CRANKSHAFTS — CYL BLOCKS — CYL HEADS — 
CAMSHAFTS — CON RODS — PISTONS — LINERS — GASKETS 
STARTS — TURBO’S — FUEL PUMPS — INJECTORS ETC ETC 


IN ENGLAND 


LARGEST STOCKS 


CRANES & COMMERCIALS 
(EXPORTS) LIMITED 


> 


c/o Goughs Transport Depot, Morestead, 
nr. Winchester, Hampshire SO21 1JD, U.K. 


Tel. (0962) 715566 Fax (0962) 714868 Telex 477179 CRACOM 
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ISSUE 590 


(5711/VE) 


VEHICLE SPARES 


BRIDGEWATER GEARBOX CENTRE LTD 


Nationwide delivery 


12 months warranty 


24 hours Turnaround 


We specialise in : ZF VOLVO, MAN, DAF, 6-speed, 4.76 + also AEC S670/3 


SEMI AUTOMATICS —- ALL RANGES 


TELEPHONE: (0278) 787777 - MANCHESTER 061 833 2594 - NORWICH (0603) 259320 


1981 MERCEDES 508D, 21 retrimmed 
coach seats, curtains and soft trim to 
racks and roof. Exterior white, unwrit- 
ten, MoT Sept 1990. Very good condi- 
tion throughout. £7,800 + VAT. Tel. 
0865 241444 Day, 0865 242302 Eve. 
(9389/MB/89) 


1988 F REG 


TRANSIT DI 
Diesel, 14 high back seat PSV 
minibus. 
£11,500 + VAT 


1986 D REG 
TRANSIT Di 


Diesel, 16 seat service bus, 
power door, PSV until ‘91. 
£6,500 + VAT 
HP and Leasing Available 


Tel. 051 525 1873 or 
051 525 9650 


(9722/MB) 


PSV HIRE 


A joint venture offering a comprehensive range 


of vehicles, short term rental or Contract Hire. 
SINGLE & DOUBLE DECKERS MINIBUSES 
16-25 SEATS 


VAT ono 


0254 -390816 021-454 4808 


SHORT TERM HIRE 
1-6 Months Period 
USED 29 to 53 
seaters. 
Tested and taxed. 
From £200/£350 


1978 S REG BEDFORD PJK PLAXTON, 
power door, good condition, but seats need recovering, MoT to May 


CONTACT CONTACT 
SYD WOODS ANDY GREENWAY 
7 Le 
HYNDBURN > large boot, good condition, MoT to Sept 1990 
MPM RANSPORT =—s- BUS CENTRE $ 


(9028/VE) 


INFLATION HIGH! OUR PRICES LOW. 
1982/85 Transit Diesels & Petrol. 12/14/ 
16 seaters, some coachbuilt and new 
conversions. Choice of five. £3,690/ 
£5,250. Can you afford to go anywhere 
else? Tel. 061 445 2425, Economy Con- 
versions. (9224/MB) 


1988 TOYOTA 
CAETANO 


21/22 seats with courier, 
tables, radio, PA, forced air 
ventilation. All the usual 
refinements for this 
midicoach. 


£25,000 ono + 
VAT 
Tel. (0836) 
292816 


(9391/MB/89) 


29 seater, exterior white/blue, 


£4,750 + VAT ono 


1983 A REG MAN REEVE BURGESS RIVIERA, 28 seater, exterior white/blue, 
power door, tinted windows, decorative curtains, semi-reclining seats, 


£15,750 + VAT ono 


1983 A REG FORD TRANSIT ‘SWEET 16’, 2.5 Di diesel engine, overdrive, soft 
trim, high backed moquette seats, good condition, MoT to Dec 1990 £6,450 + 


Clintona Minicoaches (Brentwood) 
Tel. (0277) 215526 


(9673/MB) 


FORD TRANSIT, diesel, 15 seats, luxury. Choice of two. 


per week plus VAT 


(9723/FH) 


JACK HUGHES 
(VEHICLE HOLDINGS) 
LTD 


COACHBUILT HAWK 811D, 33 seats, luxury. 
COACHBUILT HAWK 811D, 25 seats, plus 8 


standees, luxury. 


CLECKHEATON 
(0274) 876105 


1988 E REG IVECO 60-10, one owner, 
19 seater plus courier, low mileage, 
power door, video, TV, moquette 
seats with armrests, £14,000 ono plus 
VAT. Tel. (0925) 813765. (9662/MB) 


(B) MERCEDES 307D, LWB, 1984, 12 
high back moquette seats, luxury con- 
version, taxed and tested January 
1991, super condition, £6,000 plus 
VAT ono. Tel. (0646) 692963 (W 
Wales). (9526/MB) 


ISSUE 590 


1989 TRANSIT, diesel, 15 se{ SOLD ], 


1988 MERCEDES 609D, 24 seats, power door, luxury, choice of two. 
1988 MAZDA Diesel, 14 sents, felis clean. 

1988 FORD TRANS|SOLD 
1985 MERCEDES 6uc0,-2 RS SOLD} 

1985 (B) PETROL TRANSIT. Iwh_ 12 seats. 

1984 (B) MERCEDES 3|SOLD | roof, 12 seats 


1981 BEDFORD DIESEL, 1b coach |GOLDwW MoT, very cheap. 
(33154/MB) 


SCOTT of Bellshill Ltd 
contact: George Stratford tel: 0355 235186 
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BUS CENTRE 


ee 


i iesel, powel 
le bodies, diese! . 
jnibuses, Carly! pres fon 
sie te . wt registered 1986 Lat ne 
ee 0 seat minibuses, Carlyle bova7/88/89 a 
Sherpa 18/? cient psy, registered ? sour 
joors, 

750 + VAT. os . ? OF ; 
£9, rpa 20 seat, Carlyle body; “ * Men 
“it registered oe ee im A 

‘sit diese! 16 hi 

Transit dese Tent PSV £7,550 + ri pose 
a 1986 (new shape) ne tes 
qaperword facing seats. £5; 


hicles 


All prices subject to V.A.T. Hire Purchase and Lease Facilities. Written guarantee. 


021-454 4808 


Carlyle Bus Centre Limited, Waterworks Road, 
Edgbaston, Birmingham B16 9DB. 


SLSSLISISLSSSSSSSS A. 

S7980 MERCEDES 508D. 15 h/bS 

seats with armrests, racks 

with lights, carpet roof and 
sides, special conv. 

£4,500 

1982 MERCEDES 508D, 19 h/b 

seats, racks, boot, 1 owner, 
new MoT, unwritten. 


£8,250 
Tel: 0442 865552 


(9250/MB) 


1984 
VOLKSWAGEN 
LT31 


High roof, courtesy vehicle, 8 
seats, TV, video, high spec, private 
reg, large rear luggage area, 
69,000 miles approx, long MoT 
and tax, excellent condition. 


£6,500 ono 


Tel. 0865 248493 
(9743/MB) 


SSSSASASSLSSSSSISSA S&S 
(SASISISSIASSIASSS&O 


“E’ REG FREIGHT ROVER Diesel, 16- 
seater, plus tables, soft trim, new con- 
version, only 65,000 miles, £9,250. 
Also 1987, as above. DORMOBILE, Bus 
Spec, power door, etc, moquette 
seats, white, unlettered, tested Dec 
‘90. Only £6,250. Tel. 061-445 2425. 
(9223/MB/89) 


REPAIRS & RECOVERY 
by 


the specialists 


TRIMMERS 
PETERBOROUGH 


0733 238583 


(34667 RR 70) 


REPAIRS & RECOVERY 


TRIMMING 


01 969 1616 


RESPRAYS 


By the Experts 
DRAPERS 
COACHWORKS 
01-692 9304 


Coach Section 


Mechanical work undertaken 
(33622/RR) 


BARNSLEY 


COACH 


TRIMMERS 


0226 712051 


COACH RETRIMS AT 
A REALISTIC PRICE 
FROM £1,000 


Carlton P.S.V. 


Sales Ltd. 
COACH, BUS, VAN & TRUCK 
SERVICING/REPAIRS/ 
PAINTING & 
BODY BUILDERS 
24 HOUR RECOVERY & 
SERVICE 


ROTHERHAM 
(0709) 700600 


UT OF HOURS PHONE: 0345 333111 
QUOTE PAGER NO: 0525547 


Sandbeek Way, Euroway Estate, 
Hellaby, Rotherham 
(9212/RR) 


BLACKPOOL TRIM 
SHOPS LTD 


Interior trim specialists 
Roofs, floors, seats our 
speciality 
Your own seats trimmed same day 
in coach moquette — from £1,000 
Largest stocks of coach 
moquette. 

Brum Grove, off Ansdell 
Road, Blackpool 
Tel. (0253) 66762 
— Bob Taylor 
We supply new high backed 
drivers’ seats from £100. 
Also we supply new courier 
seats from £280 

(7693/RR/86) 
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CARRIAGEWAYS 
NEW VEHICLES, 
ALL MAKES SUPPLIED 
OCT 89 MAZDA DIESEL M2M, 14 seater, 
G reg, 12,500 miles only, as new.....£7,950 


86 IVECO DAILY PETROL, h/roof, 14 
seats, luxury interior, luggage racks, 


radio, test May '90.:.....s:scssncrceressesnnnd £7,500 
84 FORD TRANSIT DIESEL, 12 seater, 
OSS a ee ee £4,250 
84 MERCEDES BENZ 307D, low roof, 12 
seater, tested Nov '90...........csssed £6,150 


84 (B) IVECO 79/14 Robin Hood Krypton 
Exec, 20 reclining seats, power door, 
rear toilet, hot water and hand basin, 
coffee machine, TV and video, forced 
ventilation, tested end of June......£15,950 
82 (Y) FORD TRANSIT PETROL 
DORMOBILE, 16 h/back moquette seats, 
testedistily 90 ....jtas~.c.,20sdapetaee. cd £4,250 
‘822. FORD TRANSIT 160 PETROL 
DORMOBILE, 16 seats, carpet, trim, lug- 
gage racks, no C.0.F. but will pass sec- 
tion 6, tow-bar, nice tidy condition, MoT 
April’ Qiu. 2 8 ie ee. £2,950 


Tel. 0234 740057 (Bedford 
or (0836) 327884 
FRANK CHANDLER zaurs 


COMPETITIVE FINANCE ARRANGED 
(9282/MB) 


Mia COACHWORKS Ltd. 


PSV SPECIALIST 
*** LEEDS kxx 


* Water Boilers * Fridges 
* Coachbuilt toilets 
* Servery Units * Video systems 
* Heating systems * Quality resprays 
* Signwriting 
VBRA approved 
Accident Repairers 
Contact us for quotations, 
genuine service 


+ % & STAR QUALITY IS OUR HALLMARK * * * 
(Located 1 minute from 
Phone M1/M621 junction) 
0532 (After hours phone 
441671 


0532 520079) 
(6929/RR/80) 


EASTGATE FURNISHINGS. The Oper- 
ator’s choice. First class retrims, roofs, 
linos and soft trim interiors. Friendly 
service guaranteed. Unit 3, Thornton 
Road Ind Est, Pickering, N Yorks. Tel. 
(0751) 72229/75071. (28903/RR) 


COACH AND BUS 
BODY REPAIRS 
AND RESPRAYING 
AT REALISTIC 


PRICES 


BLASFORDS are based in 
Central Essex. 


Phone now for your 
requirements. 


TEL. 0245 362054 or 
0860 728254 
(anytime) (34700/RR) 
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AVON DIESELS 
PSV SPECIALISTS 


AEC 
LEYLAND 
RECONDITIONED 
ENGINES 
ENGINE COMPONENTS 


(0454) 313805 
BRISTOL 


CAMSAL ENGINEERING LTD 


Quality reconditioned engines, FORD, BEDFORD, DAF, 
LEYLAND, PERKINS, ROLLS ROYCE, VOLVO etc. 


Customers own unit can be re-con if required. 
Delivery and fitting service available. 
Westmead, Cutmaple, Hedingham Road, 
Gosfield, Halstead, Essex. 


Tel: (0787) 61603 


(33627/RE) 


DESTINATION BLINDS Re SS | 


NEW DAF DKL 
1160 ENGINES 


Now available to fit the 
following Leyland vehicles: 


LEOPARD 
NATIONAL MK I 


KIT AVAILABLE SHORTLY FOR 
NATIONAL MK 2 


For further details 


Telephone: 0703 671551 
Fax: 0703 586309 


Commpass Component Engineering Ltd 
162/164 Priory Road, St Denys, 
Southampton S02 1HS 


(9286/RE) 


Reconditioned engines you can rely on 


Our reconditioned éngines for the bus and coach industry are built to the 
highest of standards of engineering. Every one is subjected to extensive 
dynometer testing and we give a 12-month unlimited mileage warranty. 
@ Your own engine reconditioned - or we will 
supply service exchange engines off the shelf. 
ALSO: @ Specialists in Leyland: 0/680, TL11, 0/501, 0/510. 


Gearbox and unit 
reconditioning, 
general overhaul and 
maintenance, 
bodywork, painting, 
accident repairs, etc. 
Extensive stock of 


sales service. 


@ Highest quality, competitive prices, excellent after- 


Bulwark Transport Engineering Ltd., Bulwark, Chepstow, Gwent NP6 5XZ 


Contact Brian Gwynne: Tel: 0291 622326. Fax: 0291 622726 
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STOCKPORT 
PETROL AND 
DIESEL 
ENGINEERING LTD 


First class quality, 
exchanged, 
reconditioned engines. 


Ford, Bedford, 
Leyland, Perkins. 


All engines 
guaranteed. 
Nationwide delivery. 


FITTING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 


Telephone: 
061 873 7924 


Unit 3, Discovery Works, 
3rd Avenue, Trafford Park, 


Manchester M17 9XX 
(33619/RE) 


COACH PARKING 


COACH OPERATOR 
IN ESSEX 


Has room to offer for parking 
of up to 6 coaches, with other 
facilities available. 9/ mile 
from A12, 14 miles from M25 
(Junction 28). 


For further information 


Apply Box No. 9724 
Coachmart Classified 
EMAP Response 
Publishing 
Wentworth House 
Wentworth Street 
Peterborough PE7 1DS 


(9724/CP/90) 


CPC 


‘LATE ENTRIES WELCOME’ 
“We offer you the most up-to-date 
unbeatable CPC material you can find. We 
guarantee our national courses by offering 
you a free course and your money back if 
you fail”. 
RING FOR FULL DETAILS 


@ 098456310 B= 
(after hours 0273 515649) {34603/1G) 


Friendberry 


DRIVER TRAINING 
PSV and HGV 


BCT Qualified Instructors 


DRIVING INSTRUCTOR 
TRAINING 


to NCVQ assessment standard. 


London Coaches 


For details please phone 


Lui, 01-877 1722 


(33631/TG/66) 


REGISTRATION NOS. 


NATIONAL NUMBERS (CNDA member) 


Free Lists - 20,000 plates on computer 
GIL 4876 SX! 3630 
GIL 4879 SX! 3627 
SX! 3628 
£149 
IDZ 2729 £175 
IDZ 2731 AX! 7085 
IDZ 3615 
IDZ 3616 
KIW 5201 
KIW 4978 
KIW 6429 
KIW 6511 
KIW 8601 
mY ORD? 
KRIW 8603 
KIW 8604 
KIW 8605 SOI 6980 
We have dealt with coach firms for the past 
6 years. We are very reliable and own all our 
plates. Don't take risks - give us a ring. 
PO Box 20, Norton, Cleveland TS20 1¥Z 
Tel: (0642) 360066 - (0964) 542070 


Fax: (0642) 550500 (34828 RN) 


TENDERS 


ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL. RESULTS 
OF TENDERS FOR LOCAL BUS SER- 
VICES. As required by the Transport 
Act 1985 the results of tenders that 
were submitted to the Public Trans- 
port Sub-Committee on 25 April 1990 
are now available in main Essex Coun- 
ty Council libraries. Copies may also 
be obtained by sending a stamped 
addressed envelope (Yin x 6in) to Pub- 
lic Transport Branch, Essex County 
Council, Globe House, New _ Street, 
Chelmsford, Essex CM1 1LF. R W 
Adcock, Chief Executive and Clerk 
dated 26th April 1990. (9721/TE) 


COMPUTER SERVICES 


PULLMAN 
SYSTEMS for 


AurZRoure **“* 


The route planning 
programme for the modern 
coach and bus operator. 
Put your business on the map 
by contacting PULLMAN 

; SYSTEMS 


on 

0376 48418 or by fax 
on 

0376 551236 NOW! 


(9054/CS/88) 


AEC. £68 
Bedford PJK £38 DAF 
Bedford YLO/YRO £64 Ford 
Bedford YMT/YRT/YNT £76 

Bedford YNV £128 
Bova Europa £120 
Bova Futura £140 


COACH EQUIPMENT 


P 
MIB Equipment Ltd. 
Ee O = 


Light units, 
bell pushes, 
door locks. 


O 
Cupholders, 
seat back tables 


and accessories. 


O 

Ashtray, 
grabhandles, 
magazine 
holders. 


Oo 
Handpole 
fittings and 
armrests. 


O 

Light and 
ventilation units 
—many 

models. 


ia 
Emergency 

| hammer 
restrained type 
available. 


O 
Wheel trims and 
nut covers. 


0 


Wide range of 
seating. 


.... everything for the coachbuilder and operator 


Telephone 0908 379521 


Sellin 


Bristol RE £72 


£116 
£64 


Leyland Atlantean £92 
Leyland Leopard £92 
Leyland National £98 
Leyland Tiger £98 


MTB Equipment Limited 


9 Barton Road, Water Eaton, Bletchley, 
Milton Keynes, Bucks MK2 3HX. 


Telex 826182 Fax 0908 270604 


(6126/CE/77) 


a used coach? 


Sell it fast with 


Coachmart 
Call Sally Wright or Tracey Fowler NOW! 


0733 898111 


BRAKE SPECIALISTS 


QUALITY BRAKE 
LININGS FOR ALL 
VEHICLES 


BUS, COACH & MINI-COACH LININGS AT REALISTIC PRICES. 
PRICE EXAMPLES (FRONT & REAR AXLE COMPLETE LININGS/RIVET SETS). 


MAN 
Neoplan 
Scania K112 
Van Hool 
Volvo B.58 
Volvo B10M 


£116 
£168 
£136 
£120 
£60 
£96 


(9052/BK/88) 


LATEST ASBESTOS-FREE SETS FOR BEDFORD, DAF, VOLVO, LEYLAND, ETC., 


PHONE NOW FOR A QUOTE 0748 850606 


RACECOURSE RD., GALLOWFIELDS IND. EST., RICHMOND, NORTH YORKS., FAX: 0748 850707. 
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SPEEDUMITERS UNIFORMS IE GUSINESS FOR SALE 


SAVE FUEL 
COSTS 


SPEED 
LIMITERS 


Fitted to all makes of 
coaches 


Special Discount 
Free Quotations 


LWIFLRWE,__ 


V UNLIMITED SOUTH OF 


ENGLAND 


Coach Business 
For Sale 


Rapidly expanding coach 
business, established for 17 years. 
We off full 5 4 Contracts, private hire, excursions 

Contact Uniforms Unlimited, Ve offer a full design service for and holiday programme, 25 
39/45 Cavell Street, London E1 2BP either the ah! Pris peal — weompaiape! Ngengse: office 
z requires an individual style o building, depot and fully equipped 
bie ea eran uniform, or for the owner- workshop. 
. - ti bite EO operator who requires immediate For further details apply to: 
ae A cr a delivery from stock. - —_ cork tl 4 
; oachmart Classifie 
May we sige oe ome badges, ties, Emap Reponse Publishing 
shirts etc: Wentworth House, Wentworth 
Please write or telephone for our Street, Peterborough PE1 1DS 


colour brochure. (9367/BFS/88) 
THE LONDONERS 
TACHO CENTRE LTD john handley 
SPEED (Ahead Of The Rest) LTD unifvoriDs 


UNIFORMS, SHIRTS ETC 


FOR VALUE & QUALITY 
UNIFORMS 
* Large or small contracts * Larger 
selection of colours and materials for 
that individual look * Stock service 
available * 1989 brochure out soon 
* Competitive prices 


Telephone 0677 22579 
ABBOTS OF LEEMING 


(9283/SL/90) 


NORTH 


LIMITERS H/COVERS, CURTAINS & FITTINGS 49 LUPTON AVENUE, LEEDS LS9 6EG DORSET 
; eae LARGE & SMALL ORDERS Telephone 0532 488 755 
Econocruise speed limiters ACCEPTED 24hr Answerphone AR EA 
: bah oar 7 mi eae EMBROIDERY & SCREEN 
and calibrated to . 4 4 j 
British Stapdaad Apphowel: PRINTING AVAILABLE acess tte caching ad rv ina. 7 vehicles and 
A comprehensive service UNIT 10E GOLDTHORPE IND EST contracts plus local 


bus services and 
private hire. 


Tel. (0747) 85488 


(9400/BFS/89) 


available for tachographs. GOLDTHORPE, NR ROTHERHAM 


Call Mick on YORKS S63 9BL 
TEL 0709 897660 


01639 1211 | | Arterépm 


(6952/SL/82) 0226 759154 = (34242/uF) 


COACHMART 
The 
sensible 
way to 
sell your 
vehicles 


COACH CATERING 


COACH BUSINESS FOR SALE 


IN THE WEST COUNTY 


A very well established and highly 
regarded company. Operations include 
British and Continental Tours winter and 
summer, very full books till the end of 
the wae ok licences, excellent 
potential for expansion. All coaches less 
than 2 years old. Owner retiring. 
Turnover £400,000. Any reasonable offer. 
For further details apply: 
Box No. 9728 
Coachmart Classified 
EMAP Response Publishing 
Wentworth House 
Wentworth Street 
Peterborough PE1 1DS 
(9728/BFS) 


NOMAD 


WP Drinks for Coach and Office 


NOMAD DRINKS DISPENSERS 


are easy to install — easy to plumb in and 
easy to transfer from coach to coach. 


BUY THE ORIGINAL 


BUY THE BEST COACH BUSINESS SOUTH EAST 
BUY THE NOMAD THRIVING, PROFITABLE BUSINESS 


Prime site (leasehold), close to M25/Dartford tunnel. Excellent 
fitted garage with outside servicing contracts, 5 hi-spec vehicles (6 
licences) in distinctive livery with existing and repeat work 
throughout the year. 

Turnover in excess of £500,000 per annum of exciting and varied 
work with good prospects for expansion. 


SALE DUE TO OWNERS RETIRING 
First class full time staff, consideration given to purchaser who 


The 240v ARISTO CUP or MINICUP for 
office or workshop 


All use IN-CUP drinks on 24 hour delivery. 
For all your coach requirements ask for: 


ROD OR PAT 


would honour existing staffing arrangements. 


We would recommend an early enquiry for this prestigious 
company. £425k with goodwill, vehicles, stock and workshop 
equipment. 


ALLEXION NORTHERN LTD 


Nomad Services 
Rotherham Road, Eckington, Sheffield 
’ §319FH 


Tel: 0246 435801 Fax: 0246 434145 


9285/CC 


Apply to Box No.9663, 
Coachmart Classified, 
EMAP Response Publishing, 
Wentworth House, Wentworth Street, 
Peterborough PE1 1DS. 


(9663/BFS/90) 
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BUYING OR SELLING - 
COACHMARTIS NO 1! 


Just read these comments from readers and advertisers... 
‘Whenever I’m looking for a new vehicle, | just turn to Coachmart’s 
classified pages, clearly set out and easy to follow, | know I’m going 

to find exactly what I’m looking for.” 
(Julian Simpson, White Horse Travel) 


“Thank you very much for advertising our coaches in Coachmart... 
we sold both.” 
(A G Deeble, Darley Ford Coaches) 


“We are pleased to report that we sold our coach. We were very 
satisfied with the way in which Coachmart dealt with our business.” 
(P Brown, Eddie Brown Tours) 


“We are writing to say how pleased we were with the response we 
had from our first adverts. We advertised a bus, and had customers 
call on us from as far as Fort William in Scotland and Swansea in 
Wales. We will certainly be advertising with you again.” 

(R S Kemp, Walton Motors) 


“| write to confirm that the response from our advert in Coachmart 
was very successful... confirmed bookings amount to £12,000 
approximately.” 

(J Coombes, Coach House Hotel) 


THE COACH INDUSTRY'S 
NO.1 PUBLICATION 
GENERATES THE BEST RESULTS 


To place an advertisement call us NOW on 


(0733) 898111 
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Ta 
London Buslines 


Engineering 
Special breakdown vehicle 


available 


24-HOURS EMERGENCY RECOVERY 


COMPLETE REPAIR SERVICE 


TEL: 081-568 1736 Day 

081-571 2233 after 7pm 

MOBILE: 0831-455 145 
FAX: 081-568 6925 


(9216/ES) 


AUDIO & VIDEO 


NATIONWIDE VIDEO, DRINKS AND FRIDGE 
INSTALLATIONS 


We will fit at your premises if required. 
No need to take the coach off the road. 
14in — £1,095 16in — £1,295 20in — £1,395 
Fully Inclusive - TV/Monitor, Video Player and Full Installation. 
Hot and Cold Water Systems and Fridges 
48 HOUR SERVICE 
We supply for immediate delivery all radio cassette, pa systems 
and microphones at very competitive prices 
Leasing Facilities Available 
Autotek distributor 
Pro-Coach distributor 
For all your Audio/Video and catering requirements contact: 


VIDEOFIT SYSTEMS LTD 
TEL 061 860 4409 


(34827/AV/70) 


TWO WAY BLL frequency coach radio 
systems, plus ten mobiles, £3,500 ono. 
Tel. 0377 87343. (9260/AV) 


COACH INSURANCE 


PREMIUMS INCREASED? 


We have over 20 years of experience arranging insurance 
packages for coach operators. 


LOOK! 

* Insurances arranged for single vehicle and large 
fleet operators, also new business ventures 
welcome. 

* Continental extensions daily/annually arranged. 
* Travel packages arranged UK and Continental. 
* Personal, friendly attention given to all enquiries. 
* Also available, exclusive facility for taxi operators 
for public and private hire. 
* Easy payment terms available. 


Please contact: 
THE 


WRIGHTSURE 
INSURANCE GROUP 


Wrightsure House 
27 Booker Avenue, Liverpool L18 40Y 
Tel: 051 724 2266 


or 
5 Dixon Street, Glasgow, Scotland G1 4AL 
Tel: 041 221 6775 
or 
Wrightsure House 
62 Maidstone Road, Grays, Essex RM17 6NF 
Tel: 0375 378371 (33238/C1/66) 


ISSUE 590 


é ARLEY FOR 
: COACHES: 


aA 


DEEBLES 
DARLEY FORD 
LISKEARD 
CORNWALL 
PL14 5AS 


Just a quick letter to say thank you 
Coachmart, 


TEL: (0579) 62272 
FAX: (0579) 63425 


COACHES AVAILABLE 
49,51,53,58,75 SEATERS 


, and as a result of this we have sold both coaches. 


Thank you again, 
Yours sincerely 
DARLEY FORD COACHES 


Boor 4 


A G Deeble 
Proprietor 


COACH INSURANCE 


COACH 
INSURANCE? 
LOOK NO 
FURTHER! 


* Fleet and single operators 
* New ventures welcomed 
* Continental cover 

* Instalment schemes 

* Competitive rates 


* For all your 
needs 


COBRA INSURANCE 
SERVICES LTD 


Telephone: 
(0440) 705548 or (0440) 708482 
Fax. (0440) 705565 


(9302/C1/90) 


insurance 


COACH 
INSURANCE 


Fleet and single 


vehicle operators, 
Continental extensions 


CONTACT: 


LAWRIE INSURANCE 
CONSULTANTS LTD, 
7 Cray Buildings, 
Footscray High Street, 
Sidcup, 

Kent DA14 5HL 


Tel: 01-302 
7521 7522 


PUBLIC AND 
PRIVATE HIRE 
INSURANCE 


Contact the EXPERTS for 
quotations on all types of 
vehicles ie. Cars, Coaches and 
Mini-Buses. 
Competitive premiums with 
no hidden extras. 

UK and Continental 
extensions available for fleet 
and single operators. 
Insurances effected with 
leading insurers and 
experienced claims staff to 
support you. 

Our friendly staff await your 
calls. 

Please contact 


REASON & CO LTD 
Marlowe House, Station 
Road, Sidcup, Kent DA15 7ET. 
Tel: 081 300 7720 

(8925/Cl) 


minibuses to 
double 
deckers it 
makes sense 
to sell them 
through 
Coachmart 
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GOOD NE 


OACHMART 


ake a look at our 
classified section! 


RING THE 
COACHMART 
CLASSIFIED HOTLINE 


TODAY!! 
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CLASSIFIED3?:3 


Our new four column format is 
CLEARER 
It’s TIDIER 

It’s easier to buy and sell from 


Cay > Sexy, 
. %er//- 
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LATE NEWS 


Armchair gets its 
kicks on Route 65! 


RMCHAIR Passenger 

Transport has got its second 
London Transport tendered route as 
it steps up its effort to get into 
bussing. 

The three-year contract due to 
begin in late summer will see twenty 
Armchair double-decks plying the” 
Ealing Broadway-Kingston route ~ 
number 65... and Armchair will 
need forty drivers to run it. 

‘We're very pleased to get this 
route,’ said Armchair’s Emest 
Atkinson. ‘It has come so soon after 
the first, we have not really had a 
chance to work out the nuts and 
bolts of it.” 

Armchair won route 260, North 
Finchley-Shepherd’s Bush, in 
March. That route had a peak 
vehicle requirement of 14, and is 
due to begin on June 23. 


@ LUTON and District’s 
Hoppanstopper hail and ride bus 
scheme has won a public relations 
award for its originality and 
friendly image. The Institute of 
Public Relations gave the scheme a 
certificate of excellence for the 
marketing excercise, co-ordinated 
by consultancy Stylus. 


@ COACHWORK Walker - the 
Lancashire body builder - is in 
receivership. The Colne base of 
Coachwork Walker is closed, and 
the receivers are the Preston office 
of Grant Thornton. 


@ TWO women from stainless 
exhaust makers Eminox are asking 
the coach industry to help out with 
sponsorship for a parachute jump, 
in aid of Children in Need. 

Jacqui Jones and Chissey Baker 
are training at Doncaster Parachute 
Club for their jump, on July 8, but 
need to raise their target before 
then. Contact them at Eminox 
Limited, North Warren Road, 
Gainsborough, Lincs DN21 2TU, 
Tel:0427 810088. 


@ SCOTS taking part in the bus 
and coach section of the Highland 
Autofest “90 show at Inverness 
are asking for an annual Scottish 
coach rally, say the organisers. 

The September 8 and 9 show 
features a road rally, with a 
Karosa L10 long-distance bus 
from Czechoslovakia and a ‘68 
Setra from Germany. Full details 
of Highland Autofest *90 are from 
Unit 13, Alness Industrial Estate, 
Ross-shire 1V17 OXS. 
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| Special report from Italy 
By Rod Davey 


OACHES, probably styled 
around Iveco’s Domino 
design, are to follow the company’s 

launch this October of an 
Alexander-built double-deck bus 
| based on its Turbocity 10.7 metre 
chassis. 

Iveco Ford will set up a separate 
UK sales and marketing company, 
which will be known as Iveco Ford 
Bus and Coach, in 1991, says 
external relations manager Nigel 
Emms. 

‘Clearly, we have to separate 
| PSVs from trucks in the UK 
market,” he told Coachmart. 

The shape, size and structure of 
the new organisation is yet to be 
determined, but it is the company’s 
intention to sell and market both 
coaches and buses covering all 
seating ranges. 

The Domino is currently finished 
for the Italian market at the 
company plant in Orlandi, near 
Bologna. With air-conditioning 
fitted as standard, the vehicles 
feature double glazing, insulated 
sides and roofs and pantograph 
locker doors. Fitted with 48 
Lazzerini seats, the coaches have 
centre-mounted toilets for high-class 
touring. 

However, the company’s strategy 
for further UK penetration and 
growth is being spearheaded by the 
double-deck Citybus. During the 
press announcement at Iveco’s Valle 
Uffita plant near Naples, Iveco Bus 
Division MD Marco Mosca told 
Coachmart: ‘The UK market is 
unstable due to the political situation 
in Britain at the moment. Current 
UK transport policy means your 
coach and bus industry is being 
starved of subsidies which are 
normal elsewhere in Europe.’ 

Iveco’s presence will firstly be 
felt in the bus sector. The Turbocity 
double-deck will be offered on the 
10.7 metre chassis, although later 
single deckers will be available on 
12 metre chassis. 

At 10.7 metres, the bus will be 
the longest two axle double decker 
on the market, and according to 
Iveco Ford: ‘It offers at least an 
extra eight revenue-earning seats 
with no weight penalty.” 

The Citybus chassis has a flat 
floor at 710mm height and is 
powered by a transverse mounted 
six-cylinder 9.5 litre diesel engine, 
rated at 210 or 260bhp, through a 


Marco Mosca. 


Voith angle drive. Power will be 
transmitted through a ZF 4HP or 
SHP automatic gearbox. Options 
will be available for fitment of 
ceramic particulate traps. 

It will be the only new bus 
available in the UK with 
independent front suspension, and 


PICTURED are the range of coaches being used for the ‘Italia “90° 


Coaches to follow 
Iveco UK bus launch 


although the bus is being built by 
Alexanders, it will feature a body 
design based on the Italian Citybus 
rather than Alexanders’ *R’ Series 


| bodies. 


According to Iveco Ford UK PSV 
sales manager Harry Chambers: 
‘Lack of investment in Britain has 
been caused both by the economic 
climate and lack of a co-ordinated 
transport policy by central 
government. We are looking for a 
two to three year lead time with a 
steady run into the market. 

‘Buses are the cost-effective 
flexible answer to problems of 
pollution and congestion.’ 

In 1989 Iveco’s Bus Division 
produced 5,759 units, including 502 
units for the UK market, and had a 
turnover from net sales of £216 
million. 


VECO TECHNICAL S 
_— 


World Cup, before dispatch from Iveco’s Orlandi plant near Bologna. 
With light blue leather Lazzarini seats and fitted videos, the vehicles 
will carry World Cup competitors and officials throughout the contest. 
Iveco has supplied 47 of each of its conventional, midi and minicoaches 


for the gladiatorial matches in Italy. 


Rumours abound about Ikarus 


ONFUSION reigns over a 

story that Hungarian bus and 
coach builder Ikarus has been 
forced into bankruptcy by one of its 
chassis manufacturers. 

According to the May 7 issue of 
American magazine Automotive 
News, Csepel Automotive Works | 
brought proceedings over Ikarus’ 
failure to repay debts totalling more 
than 15.7 US Dollars. 

The firm had been hit hard by 
suspension of export agreements 
dealing in roubles, and though the 
ban was lifted, the story alleges that 
Ikarus could not rebuild business 
fast enough. 

But at Plaxton - the UK agent for 
Ikarus - European sales manager 
Cedric Peachey said his firm was 
puzzled by the whole story: ‘It is 


possible flaws have crept in. We 
have recently delivered Ikarus 
vehicles and will continue to do 
business with them. 

‘There has been no hint of this 
from our contacts at Ikarus. 
However, we will be checking the 
facts.’ 

A spokesman for Ikarus was not 
available for comment at the time of 


| going to press. 


@ Around 100 Ikarus BIOM 
chassis vehicles were supplied by 


| Plaxton from 1987 to 1989. Though 
| these vehicles are bodied, many of 


the Eastern European buses 
supplied by Ikarus are integrals. 
Csepel is believed to supply running 
gear for these vehicles, which are 
Ikarus’ biggest export market. 


Coachmart May 31, 1990 


g LEYLAND 
CUMMINS 
riage & 
DAF 
: : fae MERCEDES 
SCANIA 
VALUE FOR MONEY WHILE MAINTAINING HIGH STANDARDS OF ENGINEERING GARDNER 
Capacity List: e 80 Engines per month sia 
@ 120 Semi Auto Transmissions per month 
e 80 Diffs/Axles per month ROCKWELL 
e 40 Manual Transmissions per month AEC 
DAIMLER 
e Almost 1 million pounds of stock & core units at our 2 warehouses KIRKSTALL 
@ Ex stock availability MCW 
e Emphasis.on quality VOITH 
.@ Lifetime warranty on differentials (Except VR Series) 
e Excellent after sales service 


ENGINES 


e All engines dynamometer tested cca muito 
@ Minimum 12 months warranty " ibisdigeainlaainiai 
e Full machine shop facilities REM AXLES 
ita MANUAL GEARBOXES 
e We welcome factory visits HYDRACYCLIC GEARBOXES 
OUR PRICES REMAIN COMPETITIVE BY HIGH EFFICIENCY & PRODUCTIVITY. FLUID FLYWHEELS 
NOT REDUCTION IN QUALITY MITRE BOXES 
DIFFERENTIALS 


NORTHERN AREA §j 0924 369946 West Yorkshire perpen PUMPS 
SOUTHERN AREA § 081 561 7566 Heathrow COMPRESSORS 


QUALITY PREVIOUSLY OWNED VEHICLES FOR VIEWING AT WELLINGBOROUGH 


1986 VOLVO B10M GLT Plaxton 3500, 49 recliners, manual splitter gearbox, new clutch, radio PA, tape, 
TV and video, carpets, curtains, tinted glass, power door, Cont door, rear sunken toilet, water heater, courier 
seat, side lockers and soft trim. 


1986 SETRA 215HD, 49 recliners, centre sunken toilet, Cont steps, powered Cont door, new water boiler, 
video equipment, fridge, radio PA & tape, carpet to saloon, centre aisle, curtains to side windows, finished 
in white with the usual ‘Setra’ extras. 


1984 MERCEDES V8 NEOPLAN CLUBLINER, 59 seater, radio, PA, tape, 2 TV & video, 2 tables, curtains, 
blinds, tinted glass, W/ebasto, power door, Cont door, toilet, water heater, courier seat, coffee machine, 
kitchen, side lockers and soft trim. New MoT 


1984 VOLVO BERKHOF, 57 seater, radio, PA, tape, curtains, tinted glass, power door, Cont door, courier 
seat, coffee machine. 


1982 DAF PLAXTON SUPREME V, 47 seater, radio, PA, tape, TV/video, tinted glass, power door, toilet, 
water heater, courier seat, coffee machine and side lockers. 


DURING OFFICE HOURS CONTACT: (0933) 440221 
es /\G AFTER HOURS AND WEEKENDS CONTACT: 


Malcolm J. Watkins (0568) 84637 or (0836) 349938, West, Wales, South West, 
Midlands, North West Scotland. 
John Dover (084421) 7994 or (0836) 280951, East, London, South East, North East Scotland. 


L-I1-M-I:T-E:-D VAUX ROAD, FINEDON ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, WELLINGBOROUGH, NORTHANTS NN& 4TG. 


PLENTY OF SUPPORT. 


MB 230 
INTERCOOLING 


E506 BVU 


NO RATTLES. 


When your passengers are worth in excess of 
£13 million, it’s wise to choose the best vehicle. 


Manchester United trust in DAF 


The club is just one of the world famous 
institutions who depend on DAF’s consistency of 
performance and technological innovation. 


Take, for example, the unique DAF ATi concept 
and Total Structure Dynamics. 


Research and development of these, and many 
other features, has resulted in a range that 
provides economic performance and perfect 
handling. 


So even at 70 mph, a DAF coach costs no where 
near a centre forward’s wages to operate. 


DAF expertise breeds one thing in all our 
customers - confidence. 


Few other competitive manufacturers can boast 
such an on-going commitment. 


And the 1990’s present us with the most exciting 
opportunities yet. 


So if you’re choosing a new bus or coach, take 
a piece of footballing advice. 


Use your head. 
And make sure it’s a DAF 


Marketing & Sales, 
Eastern Bypass, Thame, 
Oxon OX9 3FB. 
Telephone: (0844) 261111 
Fax: (0844) 217111 


TAN 


